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Extravagance is 
back in iashion 

Reports from t fie Paris catwalks 


- 


Waterloo for BR as French take over 


offensive as polls slump 




SyMnSk 0 ?? Labour Party wiD be debating 

^ Polf^.Coirespondert. . aqU to bring- forward the 

t u -w — -SL'- Shadow Cabinet election from 

John Major has summoned November to July, which could 
senior mmisteis to a Cabinet • lead; to Ms Hannan being 
-sujnmtf meeting. tomorrow -to voted out 
tryto solve the nwstery of the • Tbity Blair could face the 
missing ^eel-good factor’'. dflennna of appointing Ms Har- 

Ministers -are anxious be- man to his team, and risk a new 
cause the Tories have foiled to . rift with Labour MPs who are 
gam .an improvement in the still angry with her,. over the 
opinion polls despite the fact decision to send her son to a 
that the factors for a recovery grammar school 
are aU in place, including '' ■ 
ihteiesl rates at th eir lowest lev- 
el fora generation, inflation at 
its lowest for half a century; and 
the housing market starting to - 
take off. 

Mr Major is frustrated about 
the failure of the • economic. 

"good news' 7 to 'convince; foe._ 
electorate. Moraleamong Tory 
MPs remains at .rock bottom 
and many ^arhak. they g xpff* 
defeat at the next general elec- 
tion over Labour's c ampaign 
messagethat it is ^trme fora 
changY. . >,* • •’ 

ThePrirneMhusteriscon- 
cerned. that Economic good Tony Blafir: Tories wffl try to 
news, tradStionalfyseen as a vote axpiort divisions to his party 


wj H ; ^ jobmspaErny,whbbng ^eaB^ghdtb4ie appeal: of the 
in four offoe woik^jpopula^ Labour leader to wavering Tory 
- don having tasted qnemjriqy' voters, by insisting Labour has 
merit since foe election in 1992. -HOC dropped Sodaliaii, m spite 
Ministers ate preparing tO~ of Iti repacta^ng as “new 


target the tabour Ittuterstupa^ 
part off the fijfot-bte^and se- 
nior 1 toy figures have inidicat- 
ed 'tfow arc' ready-fora dirty 
campal^. They ate looking: 


fopLabour rimilar : to the 
Hannan bow. ' - v-. : 
■Jnisters plkb to exploit 
lb the Labour Party over 
Hannan. As foe Cabinet is 
sting; foe" Parliamentary 


Labpur^j . ^ . v ,,;i . • ' 

„ Tfeliead : of the Conservative 
research ^department, Danny 
Ptc^^a, who has mapped 
. t^fo^strategyfoas taken min- 
isters to taste oyer the way they 
; deal with Mr Blair; When the’ 
Labemr; leader launched his 
“sai^holdereoonomy^^he was 
attackedfor stealing Gpnserv- 


whb: iros'-m .• Japan, while 


Michael Hesettine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said there was 
a hidden Socialist agenda. 

MrFmkelstein will advise the 
Cabinet to. stop claiming Mr 
Blair is a closet Conservative. 
Ibry leaders wifi be told to 
stress the ^btarr Party is stick- 
ing to Socialist policies. Minis- 
ters will be urged to counter 
attempts by Labour to jettison 
.unpopular policies, such as the 
abolition af.GP fundholding 
and selection in schools. The 
campaign will run a Labour 
scare campaign. 

Mr Major wiH try to raise the 
Ibries* appeal in a speech to- 
morrow to the Social Market 
foundation, outlining his vision 
for an ^opportunity Britain". Mr 
. Blair also plans a speech on 
Labour's plans for small busi- 
nesses - traditionally seen as 
Tbiy Supporters. , • 

Somesenior ministers believe 
the Scott inquiry into the arms- 
to- Iraq affair blew the Gov- 
. enunent off course. ■ 

- The 'Danes intend to use the 
^rriugcouncfi.meering in Har- 
rogate as the launch-pad for a 
^m^^back.' Cabinet ministers 
ap to-speaken-the first day 
nndude;Keimeth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, Mr Heseltme, and 
Brian ^ Mawhmney, the party 
chairman. Mr Major . wfll speak 
on Saturday before flying to 
TUrin for the IGC. . \ 

-Mr Clarke is drying in his 
heels against a referendum 
wbich his Cabinet colleagues be- 
lieve may.unite the party. Mal- 
colm Rrfkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, yesterday used evi- 
dence to. the Foreign Affairs 
Commons select committee to 
kill speculation the Govern- 
ment could ignore die results of 
a referendum on a single Eu- 
ropean currency. 
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French connection: A Network South Central train crosses the Ouse Valley viaduct on its way from London to Brighton 


Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


CHRISTIAN VVOLMAR ' 

TransportCpirespdndwrt . ' 

A French company is expected 
to be given the franchise to run 
one of Britain’s busiest com- 
muter rail networks. 

Compagnie Gdnerale des 
Eaux is expected to be told by 
the franchising director, Roger 
Salmon, it has become the sole 
preferred bidder for the fran- 
chise for Network South Central, 
which runs the train services 
from Victoria and London 
Bridge stations to the south 
coast between Hastings and 
Southampton and many short- 
er suburban routes. 

The French conglomerate 


already.has rigmficant interests 
iathe.LfK.mduding.the Onyx 
street cleaning arid refuse col- 
lection services and several 
small water companies with a to- 
tal of 3 million customers. 

It narrowly missed out on 
winning the franchise for South 
West Trains last month but this 
time it has beaten off a com- 
bined challenge from 
Stagecoach, which won the 
South West franchise, and 
another bus company. Nation- 
al Express. 

National Express is thought 
lo be the favourite to win the 
franchise for Midland Main 
Line, the Intercity services out 
ofStPancras, also due to be an- 


nounced this week. But the 
third franchise at the final bki 
stage,- Gatwick Express, is an 
open contest between the man- 
agement buy-out team, which 
has linked up with British Air- 
ways, and Richard Branson's 
Virgin group. 

Claims by Mr Branson that 
Virgin had won the franchise 
were being discounted last night 
by sources close to Mr Salmon. 
Both have agreed to pay lo op- 
erate the line, rather than re- 
ceive subsidy, as Gatwick 
Express is the* only profitable 
franchise of the 25’ on the net- 
work. 

Currently, British Rail re- 
ceives about £SIm a year in sub- 


sidy to run Network South- 
Central scrviLi.’sand the new op- 
erator is expected to receive 
about the same amount initial- 
ly, but a reduced amount each 
year over the period of the sev- 
en-year franchise. 

On Friday Vie Independent 
revealed that the Bermuda- 
based fern' company. Sea Con- 
tainers, had won the franchise 
for the East Coast Main Line. 
South West Trains and Great 
Western Trains, the first two pri- 
vatised lines, started operating 
under their new operators on 4 
Februaiy and the four new pri- 
vate operators are expected to 
lake over from BR within the 
next couple of months. 
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WULFELD y V . 

Yodcshire ^ter asked focal 
authorities foeonsidera plan to: 
evacuate uptoa milli on people 
vfnafo %xhefr'.hoiues ; aari bpsi- 
■ pagfifriM last Qimmg rg dmnght 
hi^watcr supplies mthc region, 
aninquirywas told yesterday. . 
: : The Extent-, of the crisis was 
such that Tires would have been 
fo^ school -cfosed and- biisi-. 



^ tf reservoirs baid run dry and 
standpipeS rand rota cats been 
-introduced, it was claimed. 
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. : • for dealt with the drpugjit, The 
> - e vacua rion-T^n was ruled out 
: /.by local. authorities and- the 
privatis^wfoercompanyhad 
^fott^nqjJsupplies in a £3m a- 
: week lantern® operation that . 
fenced m 60 tons of water a day,- 


IN \Ul\VA 


Herolft'epld^iifc' 

is da veip hero* 
ia^pidfimic with secures of the 
drug up 80 pet cent to a record 
total last year. • ;■ .Page 6 


No dir ect evideifoe ; finked Rose 
Vtfest with the lip murders she 
was convicted of pt.a trial on 
wiBcb themedia had had “a tna- 
terii irifkience,” thcConrt of Ap- 
peai heard. 1 .... j 


• -j.O« : J 

' Yorkshire Water, whose man- 
aging dir «tor Tlevor Newton 
announced his xesignatfon last 
weel^ was jdagued iw.tfoims 
that a quarter of stqjpifes wse^e 

unequipped totackle thecrisis. 

7 The independent inquiry,-' 
chaired by Professor John Uff 
-a'barrister and water engineer 
£$ expected , to last two weeln. 
The hearing, at; Leeds; Tbfori 
Hall was told that foe Depart- 
ment of the Envirocnfom has so 
plans to submit a report despite 

an invitation to do dso. G^wat, 
the water regulator, has an- 
- notmeed* it is cfoiying out its 
own inquiry into the cria^. - 
In its submission' presented 
yesterday, Bradford Council 
.said the- evacuation option was 
Ja de^jeratemeasure suggested 
L ;by • Yorkshire after it ‘ 

ruled out the use of tankers to 
bring in supplies. That decision 


move lm people’ 



Cracking up: An arid view of Fewston Reservoir, the feeder 
reservolrfor Bradford, near BhiUmrhouses In North Yorkshire 


was laier reversed. Bradford 
raid last night that the evacua- 
tion plan was “ludicrous.” 

Tony KUner, representing 
Bradford. Gdundl told the in- 
qmiyr “Torkshire Water had no 


emergency plans for a drought 
situation. With the prospect of 
standpipes it could have been 
disastrous.” The effect of ra- 
tioning would be devastating., 
he added: “Public services 


would have been stretched to 
breaking point. Social services 
■ believe the effects of rota cuts 
would have been catastrophic.’’ 

Schools would have been 
forced to close because teach- 
ers would have been . unable to 
maintain minimum standards of 
hygiene in the classroom. 

Dr Chris Worth, director of 
public health for the West York- 
shire Health Authority, said 
Yorkshire Water failed to fore- 
see the serious public health im- 
plications of a reduction or 
possible cessation of water sup- 
plies. “The health and well be- 
ing of the population at large of 
West Yorkshire were under se- 
rious threat had the proposed 
rota cuts gone ahead. Lives 
could have been lost.” 

The Yorkshire Whler Cham- 
ber of Commerce told the in- 
quiry its members suffered 
losses in preparing for the worst 


case scenario and blamed York- 
shire Water. “There was a slow 
reaction throughout. They 
were praying for ram.” 

John Holroyd, a barrister 
representing Yorkshire Witer, 
made it dear that the compa- 
ny would robustly defend its 
handling of the drought al- 
though he admitted there were 
lessons to be learned. He em- 
phasised its position should be 
considered against a back- 
ground of low rainfall and in- 
creased demand which led to 
the rapid depletion of reservoirs. 

He claimed the Yorkshire 
Water has been able to reduce 
the probability of rota cuts with 
an JElOOm programme of new 
pipelines and pumping stations. 

Yorkshire Water last night is- 
sues a statement denying the 
claims by Bradford eouncD bad 
ever been discussed at senior 
level. 


Mandela: Winnie made me the loneliest man 


tyWMi 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg.... 

There; was a fleeting moment 
when foe sadness left Nelson 
Maudek’s fare at his divorce tri- 
al in Johainieifotng yesterday. It 
was when his estranged wife, 
Winnie, fust entered the court-, 
room. -He caught sight of hef x 
and for a moment, smiled. She, 
in response, turned away. 

If tiere were any lingering', 
doiibis in the South African 
President’s mind over bis deci- 
sion to end hi*3S years with a . 
woman whom he' once worV 
shipped, they musthave feded 

away in foal moment. 


Itxvas not long after that Mr 
Mandela told a conn packed 

’ wifojoranalisfo television cam- 
eras and the curious: Tftbeen- 
. tire universe persuaded me to 
recondle wiih foe defendant I 
would not _ l am determined 
to get rid of foe marriage.” 

' . Once foe icons of the anti- 
ajwfoeid struggle, Nelson and 
Winnie Mandela are almost 
certain to be, finally and offi- 
cially, divorced. 

' Mr Mandela’s lawyer, Wim 
Trengove r argued that foe Pres- 
ident’s marriage was beyond 
- repair. Hesaid Mr Mandela re- 
jected Jus estranged wife’s as- 
sertiota. that any arbitration 


could bring foe two back to- 
gether. There was. MrTrengove 
said, simply nothing to salvage. 
- Bui it took foe man himself 
to bring home that message. 
Composed but visibly sorrowful, 
Mr Mandela told how his wife 
accomplished in two years what 
27 years in prison failed to 
achieve: she made him feel hu- 
miliated and lonely. “Ever since 
I came back from prison, not 
once has foe defendant ever en- 
tered our bedroom while I was 
awake," the 77-year-old Presi- 
dent told foe Rand Supreme 
Court in Johannesburg. 

“Hie bedroom is where a 
man and woman discuss the 


most intimate details. There 
were so many things 1 wanted 
lo discuss with her, but she is the 
type of person who fears con- 
frontation. 1 was foe loneliest 
man during foe period I stayed 
with her." 

The President initiated di- 
vorce proceedings in 1992, two 
years after his release from 
jail. Mr Mandela told foe court 
foal it was her **biazen conduct" 
which convinced him to end the 
marriage. He then recounted 
how in August 1992 he was giv- 
en a letter supposedly written 
by' Mis Mandela which con- 
firmed his suspicions of her 
infidelity with a young lawyer 


from the African National Con- 
gress. He said had tried to 
make the parting as painless as 
possible for foe benefit of focir 
two daughters, Zindzi and 
Zenani, but felt compelled to 
disclose the affair. *T did not 
wish us to wash our dirty linen 
m public,” he said. 

Mr Mandela will be ques- 
tioned today by his wife's 
lawyer. Mrs Mandela is ex- 
pected to take the stand to- 
morrow when her counter claim 
to assess her husband's estate 
is heard: she is seeking at least 
half. Ti may be a small price 
compared to what the President 
said she has already taken. 
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Fresh phone 
numbers 
for sale. 

Pick your 
own. 


IHUMBBtl imagine having just one phone 
number for home, for the office, for your mobile, 
for anywhere. 

You could choose a highly memorable 
combirtabon, or one that spells your name on 
the telephone keypad. And it would be yours 
for life. 

Contact us now for full details on the 
pick of the 07000 personal numbers. The best 
numbers are going fast, so be sure to reserve 
your special number 
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Rock’s role must 
remain mystery 
for time being 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

A piece of bright blue rock now 
puzzling mineralogists in the 
Naturaf History Museum may 
mark one of the rarest events 
on earth - a tourist setting the 
best of a deal with a Moroccan 
trader. 

When .Anna Grayson, a ge- 
ologist. came across the tisi- 
sized lump of rock at a roadside 
souvenir stall in Morocco 15 
years ago. its seller assured her 
that it was lapis lazuli - well- 
known for its blue colour and 
exotic associations. 

The stallholder sold it to 
Mrs Grayson for the equivalent 
of a few pounds, confident that 
he had passed on a piece of the 
relatively common mineral to 
one of the millions of visitors 
who buoy up Morocco's econ- 
omy. Bui Mrs Grayson realised 
she had found something un- 
usual. though her scientific 
training could not identity' it. 
Until last year, she had left it at 
her home in Watford. 

Then, during National Sci- 
ence Week, she took it to the 
Natural History Museum, 
which was offering to identify' 
mysterious objects. Experts 
there soon found that the min- 


eral's structure and composi- 
tion. a mixture of calcium, iron, 
aluminium, silicon, oxygen <uid 
a pinch of sulphur, was not list- 
ed among the 71.000 officially 
registered minerals. 

~We are still trying to work 
on the structure of the crystals." 
said Dr Gordon Cicssey. "deputy 
head of the mineralogy de- 
partment. “We are trying X-ray 
detraction and scanning elec- 
tron microscopes, which takes 
you pretty close to the atomic 
"level. The crystals are very, 
very small. .And it's so blue that 
when you look at light through 
it. it's like seeing a miniature 
stained glass window. 

-It must have been known in 
antique limes." said Dr Cressey. 
“In fact, there must be a cliff 
face made just of this blue rock 
somewhere in the Atlas moun- 
tains [in southern Morocco]." 

About 40 new minerals are 
discovered every year, but rarely 
in such large amounts. But 
while Morocco's traders may 
have lost out in selling it. they 
could still get the last laugh. To 
fully document a new mineral, 
its place of origin must be in- 
cluded. This "would almost 
certainly require the services of 
a local guide - at a rate to he 
negotiated. 



Secrets of the stone: Anna Grayson with the piece of blue rock that has defied analysts at the Natural History Museum 


Aftermath of massacre: Investigation into killer’s past raises suspicions over income as first funerals of victims take place 


Hamilton ‘may 
have had secret 
illegal income’ 


JAMES CUSICK 

Thomas Hamilton had been in- 
terviewed by his local district 
council "several times” in the 
past IS months over growing 
concern that he was lying about 
how he Managed to live. 

Stirling District Council 
— Hamilton 100 per cent 
benefit on the £32 per 
ret it lie should have been 
paying for his council flat in 
Kent Road. Stirling. However 
the council was aware that since 
Novemberl993 Hamilton had 
not registered as being unem- 
ployed and was receiving no 
other benefits. In interviews 
and correspondence, the coun- 
cil quizzed Hamilton on where 
he got the money to live. More 
than one letter asked how he 
managed to “live on fresh air”. 


According to a senior coun- 
cil source there bad been con- 
cern that Hamilton "must have 
had illegal earnings”. 

A spokesman for the coun- 
cil said: “We knew what he was 
hilling us just did not add up. He 
said he was a photographer yet 
he said he had no income. He 
showed us a few receipts for his 
work but they were for only mi- 
nuscule amounts." 

Officials said that as he had 
no money they had a duty to 
grant him full housing benefit. 

Last year Stirling district 
learned that Hamilton had re- 
ceived money from photo- 
graphic equipment be sold 
“worth thousands”. However he 
claimed he had been merely 
■converting capital equipment” 
and he continued to receive his 
full housing benefit. 
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forever in life and death 


Why the council did not in- 
vestigate his potential illegal 
earnings will be yet another area 
that will feature in the inquiry 
into the Dunblane killings hy 
Lord Cullen. 

U’ Hamilton had no income, 
how did he finance his two hob- 
bies: photography and guns? 

Just after Christmas last year 
Hamilton spent more than £200 
on ammunition for his weapons. 
Gun club fees of more than £50 
per year, rifle association levies, 
range fees, and, according to 
gun" experts, “upwards of £20 a 
month on ammunition”; all 
cannot be reconciled with a man 
who has no income. 

With local photographic 
processors having refused to 
handle Hamilton's work it is un- 
derstood he was forced to use 
expensive private developers 


Hamilton: Income doubts 

in Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
There is also his recently pur- 
chased .357 Magnum hand gun. 
Even secondhand such a 
weapon costs several hundred 
pounds. 

U is understood from police 
sources in Glasgow that a po- 
lice inquiry into Hamilton’s 
background will deal with 
Hamilton's possible role as a 
provider of paedophile photo- 
graphic material. One detective 
in Strathclyde police specialis- 
ing in vice, told the Independent 
Hamilton may have had the po- 
tential for blackmail from pho- 
tographs. 

■ The Government was last 
night resisting pressure for ear- 
ly reform of the gun laws in the 
wake of the Dunblane massacre 
- despite growing backbench de- 
mands for tighter controls. 

Downing Street said il would 
want time to study the findings 
of the Cullen inquiry before de- 
ciding what course of action to 
take. 


MARY BRAID 
and JOHN CLARK 

They were baptised together, 
every Sunday they sat in the 
front row of church together 
and yesterday best friends Joan- 
na Ross and Emma Crazier, 
both 5. were laid to rest together. 

Hundreds of mourners at- 
tended the girls' funerals yes- 
terday morning in a country 
church, the first for the 16 
schoolchildren and their 
teacher murdered by gunman 
Thomas Hamilton. • • 

As with so many religious ser- 
vices held in the last six days, the 
congregation proved too large 
for the kirk. About 500 people 
stood outside the 19tb century 
Lccropt Church, where the 
girls’ families worshipped while 
they attended Sunday school. 
The sermon was relayed by 
speakers. The hymns they sang 
were children’s hymns: “All 
Things Bright and Beautiful". 
"Jesus Loves Me” and the girls’ 
Sunday school favourite “Give 
me Joy in My Heart". 

Joanna’s grandfather, Jimmy 
Ross, is an elder at Lecropt as 
is Emma's father, John. The 
girls were known as little char- 
acters and favourites with the 
Lecropt s Presbyterian congre- 
gation. Joanna's uncle, Gareth 
Jones, speaking on behalf of 


both families, and the Rev 
William Gilmour told the gath- 
ering that while the girls had 
been best friends they had very 
different personalities. 

Emma was “quiet and bid- 
dable", Joanna, “more head- 
strong". The families had 
encouraged their friendship, 
sure that something of each 
would rub off on the other. The 
two girls are seen standing side 
by side in their class photograph. 

Mr Jones offered a few anec- 
dotes from their lives. There was 
the time Joanna cut Emma’s 
hair and a professional had to 
be called in to right a rather 
botched job. The stories raised 
some smiles and even some 
laughter on a day that was oth- 
erwise stamped with sorrow. 

Mr Gilmour said : “To then- 
respective parents each child 
was precious, loved dearly and 
cared for tenderly at home. 
We can appreciate their high 
hopes for the future woman- 
hood of Emma and Joanna.” It 
was tragic that neither girl was 
allowed to fulfilled parental 
aspirations, he added. 

Later yesterday the funeral of 
“blonde and pretty" Abigail 
McLennan, five, was held at St 
Blane’s church in Dunblane 
High Street. Flowers lined the 
pavement outside the old 
church a stone's throw from the 


cathedral where the Queen and 
Princess Royal, started their 
. visit oh Sunday. 

As the tiny white coffin was 
taken from the church at the 
end of the service dozens: of 
, townspeople stood watching, 

. eyes downcast and in silence. , 
And as mourners left, others 
were already arriving for the fu- 
neral of Kevin HaseU. five, also 
held at St Kane's. Kevin was de- 
scribed as a "bunch of mischief" 
The funerals continue.today 
with services for six more chil- 
drerii There will be four to- 
morrow mid three, including 
teacher Gwenne Mayor, on 
Thursday. i 

By yesterday morning, most : 
journalists had left Dunblane 
and those remaining were set to 
follow. There have been wide- 
spread appeals for the town now 
to be left alone to grieve. 

Two boys wounded in the at- 
tack. Ben Vallance and Robert 
Purves. were yesterday allowed 
home from hospital. A spokes- 
man for S tirling Royal Infirmary 
said: “They wifi require further 
hospital treatment The other 
three children and two female 
teachers who arc patients in our 
care, are continuing to make 
good progress." . ' 

■ This article was based on a 
‘ pooled report by the Press Asso- 
ciation ’ 


new TV sets with ‘V -chip’ 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The Government has pledged 
to consult the broadcasting in- 
dustry on introducing a V-chip 
to allow censorship of pro- 
grammes — although it may be 
almost impossible to introduce 
on a national level. 

Short for “violence chip", it 
can be fitted inside television 
sets to pick up signals built into 
every programme. If the code 
shows a level of sex or violence 
over a pre-set maximum, the set 
switches channels. Pressure is 
growing for censorship after 
President Clinton agreed last 
month to installation of V-chips 
in all new sets sold in the US. 

Last month the European 


Parliament followed his lead by 
voting for V-chips to be installed 
in all new sets sold in Europe, 
although this measure may not 
reach the statute book. 

But the concern lo maintain 
broadcasting standards is dose 
lo the heart of Virginia Bot- 
tomley, the Heritage Secretary, 
who yesterday acknowledged 
fears about the effect of televi- 
sion violence on children. 

“It may be that the V-chip of- 
fers help and we are looking to 
see if it will work in practice." 
she said. “If a V-chip helps par- 
ents exercise their responsibil- 
ity, then all to the good." . 

The Heritage Department 
has had talks on the subject with 
regulators, and will also consult 
broadcasters, viewers and ad- 


vertisers. However, the danger 
of a unilateral measure is that 
it could fall foal of European 
single-market restrictions. It 
would also be difficult, because 
foreign programmes available 
on cable or satellite would not 
contain a V-chip signal. 

Another problem would be 
that such a measure could pre- 
vent the sale of many foreign- 
man ufactured television sets.- 

Given the 15-20-year life 
span of television sets' it would 
also be a long time before il 
took effect 

Nevertheless, David Alton, 
the Liberal Democrat MP for 
Mossley Hill, has threatened to 
pul down an amendment to the 
Broadcasting Bill to make V- 
chips compulsory if Mrs Bot-- 


tomley does not legislate. 

The introduction of thie V-‘ 
chip has received guardedsup- - 
port from much of the industry, 
except for advertisers, and the 
debate on the issue is wet 
corned by Labour. 

Lady Howe, chairman of tbe 
Broadcasting Standards Coun- 
cil said: “If it can be done and 
tbe cost is not prohibitive, then 
it is a good idea, but it won’t 
; solve all problems." But James 
Ferman, director of the British 
Board of Film Classification 
said: "Remember that it s only 
new sets that will have this 
chip in and the old sets tend to 
go into kids’ bedrooms. Ife-ar 
the children most in- need of 
protection are the ones least 
likely to get ft.* . . 
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Hands across 


The most noticeable business 
links between Britain and 
France are in the water indus- 
try, where Compagnie Gen- 
erate des Eaux owns a number 
of small local water companies. 

Its compatriot. Lyonnaisc 
des Eaux. another big con- 
struction and public works com- 
pany that grew out of the water 
industry, last year bought 
Northumbrian Waier. one of the 
larger stock market-quoted 
firms in the industry. 

Generale des Eaux has also 
expanded into waste manage- 
ment. through a UK subsidiary 
called Onyx, and into private 
health care and energy man- 
agement. 


Boy, 14, arrested 
after gun thefts 

: A teenage runaway was airesl* 
ed yesterdav in connection wrtn 
the theft from a pensioner or 
two rifles and two handguns. 

The boy; 14. was being ques- 
: tioned by police last night after 
a massive manhunt. He was de- 
tained, along with a lfr-year-ow, 
at . a house in High Wyctimbe. 
Buckinghamshire. ^ 

The four^ weapons - two 
ialitse rifles arid two .22 calibre 
KnpHgiT Ti^ - had been stolen 
from Peter Preston. 67, last Fri- 
day; They were part of a collcc- 
tion kept in a secure box at Mr 
Preston’s house dose to the 
boys home at Chalfont St Peter. 

Police pay damages 

An I rish man was paid £7.500 
damages and costs by the Met- 
ropolitan Police after he 
' claimed two officers beat him 
. up and onenadaDy abused hsn. 

■ Paul Moran, 32, alleges that he 
was walking 'away- from his j 
home mwest London at about J 
mi dnigh t in December 1992 i 
when a pofiee vehicle stopped g 

rind PC Keith’ Lloyd and PC Ian I 
Whitelygot out and seized him. | 

Brothers' ban lifted | 

Coventry .Cfty Council aban- S 
donedils High Cfourt legal ac-ip- 
tion against John Finnic, 30. and/ 

; his brother David. 27, whowerefto 
-banned in February tet veailnd 
from entering part .of tbe Stokcften 
Heath housing estate after alfef in 
.gallons that they were connecifde 
ed with crime and were bringing'*’' 
fear to the neighbourhood. 

Taxi death 

A taxi driver appeared before 
Hertford magistrates charged 
with causing death by danger- 
ous driving after Carol Catkin- 
son, 23,'died last Friday after 
being trapped in his cab for 
more than 35 minutes in the 
River Stort in Sawbridgeworth. 
Terence Williams, 55. was re- 
manded oh bail until 13 May. 

Homes Might review 

Government officials are to in- 
vestigate biiglit suffered by 
homeowners firing, along tbit 
planned route of the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link and other ma- 
jor projects. A working group will 
review the scope, cause; and ef- 
fects of blight and whether any 
can be made to arrange- 
ments for property purchase 
and compensation. 

Beach huts taxed 

Owners of beach huts at Mude- 
ford. Sands. Christchurch, 
Dorset, are legaflyotniged to pay t 
council tax; a High Court judge 
mled He saida local valuation > 

tribunal was wrong In law when 
it decided 340 hu ts were exempt 
from the tax. The decision could 
affect thousands of holiday- 
makers around the country. 

Benefit soars 

The amount of benefit paid to 
people-in work has more than 
doubled over the past five years, 
figures publicised bfef a Labour 
MP show. The mcre^se -’from 
just over£lbn a year in 1990 to 
more than £2_3bn last war - is 
tiie result of employers halting 
advantage of the welfare swstem 
to hire employees at rockSbot- 
tom wages. Denis MacShape, 

- the MP for Rotherham, said. ° 

Vet loses appeal 

Item James, the vet jailed for 
tire at Stafford Crown Court last- . 
May for poisoning his wife, haS 
lost his appeal against convferf 
tion. James, 41, a partner fo-a • 
practice at Burton upon Treaty 
Staffordshire, was alleged to . 
have killed Sandra, 39, by lac- 
fog her orange juice with frit' 
mobiion, a drug iisetf ST . 
immobilise horses, sohectmid 
collect her £180,000 life fosnf- 
ance and start a new lifriwifb- 
his mistress, Catherine Chibks, 
James married Mrs Crook^aL . 
Gartree lop security jail, Leice$- 4 
tershire, last September. Y./ 

Rumbles in heaven y; 

When British Airways upjgraiK 
ed its first-dass service topro- 
v i £ fo^aD^^ckHdowa<fiBje6: 

ed to make its p assengers feel . 
at home. -But it was a uttie too. 
effective. Now the airline"& 
having to employ the tacticsof 
the England Riigby team r fosttj|i 
its pa ssen gers snoringi, The., 
nasal strips used bycaptam^ ; 
•Will Carifog and his team in aid . - 
breathing have been adopted by - 
BA. to stop passengers ' 
business and first class seats 
keeping each other awake. ; ■’ 

■ ~ . ~ V :* 
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Anglo-French business partnerships are 
well established, writes Peter Rodgers 


But Anglo-French business 
links are noticeable more by 
their rarity than by their promi- 
nence in the economy. 

One successful .Anglo-French 
partnership is In the drinks in- 
dustry, where LVMH, the 
French drinks group that owns 
Moct Hennessy. controls 20 
per cent of Guinness. In return 
Guinness owns 30 pier cent of 
the Meet Hennessy offshoot of 
LVMH. 

This cross-shareholding deal 
is typical of the. relationship be- 
tween French and British 


industry, where partnerships 
rather than aggressive takeovers 
have been the norm. There is 
□o .Anglo-French equivalent of 
the giant Anglo-Dutch com- 
bines Shell and Unilcyer. 

Among the bettter known 
partnerships arc GEC-AIsthom, 
a jointly owned company in the 
power generation business. Air- 
bus Industrie, the aviation con- 
sortium in which British 
Aerospace has a stake, and 
ATR, an Anglo-Italian-Frencb 
constructor of small commercial 
aircraft. 


In the construction industry, 
the second Severn crossing is 
befog built by a joint venture 
between John Lamg and GTM- 
Entrepose,a French construc- 
tion company 

Meanwhile, the Anglo - 
French channel tunnel compa? ■ 
ny, Eurotunnel, used another . 
Anglo- French group, Hans- - 
manche Link to build tbe 
projea. 

A few years ago the French 
funeral firin Pompes Funebres 
Generates. moved aggressively 
into the UK- BiH (be rabies were 
turned wheii .the business was 
taken over bj^ SGI of Texas, the 
: biggest funeral company in the. 
.'worii r'.-i- Y 
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Rock of ages: More shock ’n roll in store as Seventies anti-heroes make comeback 


in 


CHRIS BLACKHURST - 

Westminster Qomespohdent 

A privatisationrcontract to mo 

part of the l^efitS Agency has. 
recited in a" shanbk^-witb per- 
formance targets not being met 
and officials expressing doubts 
it is yielding any savings at alt 
according to a- management 
consultants’ report prepared 
for the Agency. 

So bad have things become, 
says the report, a copy of which 
has been passed to. the We- 
pendera, that “relationships be- 
tween all parties are strained. 
There- is a lack of goodwill anH 
a lack of trust". 

The .report from In Depth 
Consulting focuses on the 
three-year contract to BET the 
giant office services group— cur- 
rently the subject of a £L9bn 
takeover bid from Reniokfl - to 
run the back offices of the Ben- 
efits Agency in Lancashire aid 
Cumbria. • ; . 

BETs brief, was to handle 
typing,open Hie mail, run the 
messenger service, ensure sta- 
tioneiy sapphes were up to de- 
mand and operate.security for 
the' Agency’s branches across 
the region, starting in January., 
last year. The result, concludes 
the report,: was a disaster.- In 
Blackpool, the report says, the 
company did not provide ade- 
quate sorority cover. A securi- v 
ty guard “persistently failed to 
intervene to prevent anti-social 
behaviotir by [Agency] cus- 
tomers."- writes In .Depth, 
addiiig that overall security “is . 
an area of concern". 7 ". . 

Benefits Agency'staff were 
also left without stationery and. 
last September. BET failed, to . 
meet 43 per centof the targets: 
set for. opening. post from ■ 
claimants. This was caused by. . 


“uhder-resoureme on the part 
of the «mtractor and, the re- 


tiring .greater than expected. 
Another disaster area was typ- 
ing; Again, writes In Depth, 
“BET under-resourcing ap- 
pears to be a key factor. Typists 
are frequently taken to cover 
. switchboard and. post-opening 
duties ...” 

If problems arise BET staff 
were reluctant to raise the issues 
with management “as they fear 
that this willrc bound on them 
and be taken as an indication of 
their own inefficiency". What In 
Depth describes as “anecdotal 
information” suggests “BET 
quality assurance amounts to 
. disciplinary action against the 
individual if a problem is 
raised". In one of the most 
telling phrases, BET'S staff, 
says the report, “have feelings 
of frustration with BET equal 
to those of the customers". 

To get around the shortcom- 
ings, Agency staff are, ordering 
stationery direct, doing their 
own typing, and opening mail 
themselves. This is likely to de- 
feat the objected contracting out 
and cast doubt over the value 
of the privatisation. 

. John Hptton, MPfor Barrow, 
and Furness, who obtained the 
InDepth ieport, said it revealed 
“the triumph of political dogma 
over common sensed It was ob- 
vious, be said, that the promised 
savings to the taxpayer from al- 
lowing BET to run the services 
was “just not materialising”. 

-A BET spokesman said the 
report related to “start-tip 
difficulties”: Staff numbers, he 
said, had since been increased. 
“Inevitably," he added, “when 
a new supplier comes on site 
thereis'a lot of learning, td 
be dbne." 



The boys are bade From (eft. Sex Pistols Paul Cook, John Lydon, Steve Jones and Glen Matlock celebrate yesterday Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 

Pistols at dawn of a new era 


Hunt escapes action 


Police are taking no further 
action against afox hunt which, 
allowed its hounds to k2l a fox 
in a school pteygrtrand. ■ r 

ChDdren aged between, five ; 
and ten watched the' fox being 
torn apart through a classroom 
window at Langdffieprimary 
school in. the Yorkshire Dales, 
last week. The hounds jumped 
a wall into th& playground to 
catch their 'qnany.. 

The headteacher HBaiy Fbs- 
tefsaftshewas “hewnfied and 
appalled" by the iadddtfwhicfi 


had left 'some of her 44 pupils 
“aiakeii" and “frightened" . 

Eddie Braithwarfe, chairman 
of theiuhesdale hunt, said the 
hounds, became separateddur- 

ing'^dtaiseind deeply fogret- 

ted playground killmg. “We are 
holding a special meeting to en- 
sure it doesn't happen again.” 

A spokesman for North 
Yorkshire police said the hunt 
had apologised to the school. 
“They don't make a habit of this 
so that is the end of the matter 
as far aswe are concerned.” 


It was the usual thing. Loud- 
speakers played a medley of 
patriotic numbers from the Sec- 
ond World War, while six-foot 
transvestite waitresses passed 
around bacon-burgers, served 
from metal film canisters. Much 
what you would expect from a 
press showing in the red-walled 
basement of the 100 Chib in 
London's Oxford Street 

About three hundred of us 
were crushed into this airless 
hole - with any distinction 
between passive and active 
smoking purely academic - to 
herald die relaunch of the Sex 
Pistols. Earnest foreigners, 
holders of degrees and diplomas 
in the semiology of British rock, 
rubbed shoulders and every- 
thing. else with celebrity jour- 
nalists, photographers and 
elderly hangers-on from the 
demi-monde of popular music. 

The Bill Grundy interview of 
I December 1976 (a date that 
will live In infamy) was being 
reshqwn. Only five years of the 
Osmonds and David Cassidy 
could possibly have gulled sev- 
enties Britain :intp believing 
the Pistols were obscene and a 
threat to society, The fresh- 
faced Lydon et aL, dearly em- 
barrassed, .were manipulated 
into saying “shit” on screen. The 
credits told us the producer had 
beenalbny BuDey. 

Downwind, behind a wall of 
expensive aftershave, leather 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


jackets and bouffant hairpieces, 
came the first approaching 
sounds of the boys themselves. 
“Wherr", it went And “whoa, 
wigh, who it”. The crowd part- 
ed and a small group of nice- 
looking chaps in early middle 
age, clutching beer bottles, 
made their way to a low dais. 

So there they were, the an- 
archists and the anti-christs: 
John Lydon aka Johnny Rotten, 
Paul Cook, Glen Matlock and 
Steve Jones - together again. 
Lydon, as ever the sharpest, his 
hair shaped into a “McLaren", 
attempting to escape upwards 
from his head, retains the pre- 
hensile upper lip and ro dentine 
teeth of his youth. His slightly 
bulkier frame was squeezed 
into a sleeveless red hunting 
jerkin, decorated with hori- 
zontal leather labs beneath 
which he wore a flowing white 
chemise. The ensemble could 
have been borrowed from 
Cliff’s Wuthering Heights. 

If Rotten exuded a mellow 
acerbity, his mates were gen- 



Anarchy reigns: The Pistols sign a record deal outside Buckingham Palace in 1977 with 
Syd Vicious pictured centre and former manager Malcom McLaren with hands in pocket 


tiineiy avuncular. Uncles Paul 
and Steve, with their craggy 
schoolboy looks, are dead- 
ringers for Robson and Jerome. 
Uncle Glen reminds one of 
Joe Burner. The threat was po- 
tent - if you upset them, they 
might tickle you. 

U was question lime. Listings 
agents wanted to know would 
they be playing Belfast, Glas- 
gow, Milton Keynes, Amster- 


dam? They would, except for 
Holland which could “eff off'. 
A French journalist asked if an- 
archy was returning to the UK? 
She was (rightly) ignored. What 
about Sid Vicious (deceased 
1979), asked another. “His ash- 
es were scattered at Heathrow, 
so we'd need a Hom er." replied 
Lydon. Why do it all over again? 
“Since we split up no-one has 
done bollocks all to change the 


world."A bit harsh on Tony 
Blair, l thought. “Sting, will you 
be playing Roxanne." called 
out one wag. 

Finally, what about his loyal 
fans? Dfd he have a message? 
He did. “I want you all to come 
to Finsbury Park. I hope it 
rains and your wheelchairs get 
stuck in the mud". 2 would, 
Johnny, but I’ve promised to 
lake tfie kids to a puppet show. 


news 


Parents 
seen as 
key to 
fighting 
illiteracy 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

The way to end Illiteracy among 
children is to end it among par- 
ents, says government-funded 
research published yesterday. 

The study shows that family 
literacy programmes where par- 
ents, grandparents and chil- 
dren work together are 
extremely successful in im- 
proving reading and writing. 

Researchers from the Na- 
tional Foundation for Educa- 
tional Research looked at four 
literacy programmes for parents 
at the bottom of the educational 
heap and their children, aged 
three to six. Most of the children 
had low scores in language and 
risked educational failure. 

The 361 parents and 392 
children attended courses of 
eight hours a week for 12 weeks. 
The study found the proportion 
of children who would have 
struggled with reading at school 
fell from two-thirds to just over 
a third. The proportion of 
children with the most severe 
reading difficulties fell from 
24 per cent to 9 per cent. There 
were similar improvements in 
children's vocabulary. 

Parents’ average reading 
score went up by 5 per cent and 
their writing score by 10 per 
cent- The study found that all 
the progress children and par- 
ents made was still being main- 
tained nine months later. Many 
parents went on to further stud- 
ies and felt more confident 
about helping their children at 
home. 

Greg Brooks, who led the re- 
search team, said of the pro- 
grammes set up by the Basic 
Skills Agency: “This is one of 
the most effective initiatives 
we have ever encountered." 

The pilot projects cost £3m 
paid by the Vfelsh Office and the 
Department for Education and 
Employment. 

Gillian Shephard, Secretary 
of State for Education and Em- 
ployment. would not commit 
ihe’Govemment to more fend- 
ing but she told a London con- 
ference: “We have to look at 
something that is as successful 
as this very seriously. If this is 
the way to break the cycle of de- 
privation and other problems it 
has to be taken very seriously." 

Mrs Shephard responded - 
vigorously to reports that plans 
to introduce nursery vouchers 
have run into trouble because 
not enough private providers 
are interested in the scheme, 
which starts in four local au- 
thorities in autumn. She said 
600 private and voluntary 
groups had come forward, 387 
of them in Norfolk and the rest 
in the three pilot authorities. 
Tventy two extra local author- 
ity nursery units are being set 
up in Norfolk. 
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Pick up a video at the newsagent's or have it delivered with your paper 





WHY RENT A VIDEO WHEN YOU CAN BUY ONE FOR THE SAME PRICE? 


CLASS!-: F-LM COIL 


When Harry Met Sally for only £3 
The Independent on Saturday 


with 


N ext Saturday, and every Saturday, you 
can walk into your local newsagent and 
walk out with a film classic with your 
copy of The Independent. Begin your 
collection next week, on Saturday 23 March, with 
Rob Reiner’s romantic comedy classic. When 
Harry Met Sally for only £3 (excluding the price 
of the paper). Each week there will be a new 
title which w0J build into an impressive video 
collection. 

The films on offer will vary from 
recent classics to all time greats from the 
Golden Age of Hollywood. The collection will 
build into an impressive library showcasing the 
work of directors of the calibre of David Lean, 
OrsonWeltes. Martin Scorsese and Steven 
Spielberg. Each film will be presented in the 
paper with a comprehensive background 


feature giving profiles of the stars and director 
and notes on the film. We will announce some 
of the films to be featured on Thursday on the 
film pages of The Independent. 

No longer will you have jostle in the queue 
at your local video rental shop for your Satur- 
day night movie. For the same price as renting, 
you can buy a video and keep it forever. 

# lb make absolutely sure that you do not 
miss out. ask your newsagent about home 
delivery and have the film delivered with your 
paper. Or you can order each week's film in 
advance by filling in the coupon below. To 
guarantee your copy of When Hanv Met 
Sally, please return the completed coupon to 
your newsagent before Friday 22 March. Don’t 
be disappointed, order now. 


mu rrrrttTTwrm 

n I ijj i 1 1 i Next Saturday 23 March 

sees the launch of one 
of the most exciting 
offers ever presented by 
a national newspaper. 

The video of When Harry 
Met Sally will be yours ' ^ 

for only £3 when you 
buy the paper on 
Saturday. Each week 
you will be able to pick 
up a new video from 
your rtewsacj^^t and 
build a classic film 
library. 
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I currently take home delivery of The Independent. 
Pleas e deliver a copy of the film on Saturday. 

[ j Tick [I would like to receive “When Harry Met SaDy"] 

Name: .. Address: 
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T Iie National Lottery. You don t have to pick am numbers 

» /f • ^ 

ie same as usual and it s available now. Simply ask your retailer, or 
ip. For more information, piek up the How To Play leaflet in-store. 


PLAYERS MUST BE 16 OR OVER 


rile National I. 


•itcry i* subject id The National Ijjttery Games RuIl*s and Procedures. •£.• Camctot Group pfe, 
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news 


Harv^ Nicks set for biggest sale ever - on Stock Exchange 



Flagship: Harvey Nichols in Knlgbtsbridge, nicknamed ‘Harvey Nicks’ by loyal customers Photograph: John Voos 


The smartly dressed “ladies 
who lunch” who shop at Har- 
vey Nichols will soon be able to 
buy shares in the Knightsbridgs 
store in London after the com- 
pany announced plans to float 
on the stock market yesterday. 

The flagship fashion empo- 
rium, which was acquired by a 
Hong Kong group five years 
agp, is set to raise up to £50m 
to fund ambitious expansion 
plans. These include opening re- 
gional branches in locations 
such as Manchester. Glasgow 
and Edinburgh in addition to 
the Leeds branch which is set 
to open this autumn. Interna- 
tional expansion is also ex- 
pected with brandies in New 
York, Paris and Tokyo. 

The expansion into the 
provinces follows similar moves 
recently announced by Self- 
ridges. a rival department store. 
A Manchester Selfridges is set 
to open in 1998 in addition to 
smaller outlets in airports. 

Harvey Nichols, affection- 
ately known as "Han ey Nicks" 
to its well-heeled clientele, also 
plfln< to expand its restaurant 
interests following the success- 
ful opening of a chic bar and 
brasserie on the fifth floor of the 


A local favourite prepares to leap into 
the world market, writes Nigel Cope 


Knighisbridae shop. It i* due to 
open a restaurant on the top 
floor of the Oxo tower near 
London's Festival Hall this 
summer. With glass walls and 
spectacular view's over Lon- 
don. the restaurant is lipped as 
the capital's next trendy gas- 
trodome following in the foot- 
steps of Quadino's and Mezzo. 

However. 'Clive Vaughan of 
retail consultants Verdict Re- 
search said: “I don't think they 
are raising this money to open 
restaurants and there aren't 
many locations in Britain that 
could support a branch of Har- 
vcv Nicks. My guess is that 
they will expand the Harvey 

Nichols brand internationally." 

The store has performed well 
since it was acquired in 1991 by 
Houg Kong retail magnate 
Dickson Poon for £60m. When 
he bought Harvey Nichols from 
the Burton group it was losing 
£ L50.0UO on sales of £54m. 
Since then the store has closed 
some departments, such as car- 
peting, and concentrated on 
fashion concessions, specialis- 


ing in top designer names such 
as Ralph Lauren, Donna Karan 
and Giorgio Armani. 

The store has a string of 
celebrity shoppers, including 
the Princess of Wales. Actress- 
es Joanna Lumley and Jen- 
nifer Saunders have also used 
the store lor shopping binges in 
episodes of the television com- 
edy Absohatly Fabulous. 

Harvey Nichols was founded 
in 1813 but did not move to its 
present location at the Knights- 
bridge end of Sloane Street un- 
til the 1880s. H was acquired by 
Dcbenhams in 1919 then be- 
came part of the fast -expanding 
Burton Group, when Sir Ralph 
Halpern's company bought 
Debenhams in 1985. and it 
passed to Dickson Poon five 
years later. 

Mr Poon, who was educated 
at Uppinaham. started out with 
a HKS5m (£424.000) loan from 
his father. He has since snapped 
up the rights to up-market 
Western brands such as Hermes 
and Charles Jourdan. His com- 
pany Dickson Concepts also in- 


cludes ST Dupont, the French 
lighter and pens company. Mr 
Poon added to his hich profile 
a few years ago, and raised some 
eyebrows, when he hired six top- 
less dancers to entertain guests 
at his company's 10th anniver- 
sary partv. 

Under the terms of the flota- 
tion. Mr Poon is selling just un- 
der half his slake in Harvey 
Nichols. The company has not 
yet set a date for its slock 
market listing but the float 
should value the company at 
around £lhUm. Its proximity to 
Hamids meant lhai Harvey 
Nichols has often been over- 
shadowed by its more famous 
competitor. but the store has 
nevertheless developed a loyal 
following, among its credit- 
card wielding pawer-dres.sed 
clientele, for its high-quality 
goods and personal service. 

Harvey Nichols is not the only 
department store to have en- 
joyed mixed fortunes in recent 
years. While the John Lewis 
Partnership and Self ridges have 
powered ahead others such as 
House of Fraser haw struggled 
as the battle at the top end of 
the retail market becomes 
increasingly competitive. 


Will BENNETT 

There was no direct evidence 
to link Rosemaiy, Vifest with the 
10 murders she, had been con- 
victed of, the Court ofAppeal 
was told yesterday. Her couri- 
o»i akn accused' the. metfe of 
having “a malign influence" on 
her trialin November. .. . 

She had suffered, both from 
the dedsiorrofthh-trial judge, 
>frJanSM,Manidi, toadmfrjcey. 
evjcfehce ' "^regarded" * -.fry the 
defence as ina dmissib le and . 

from hisfa3tux-to^4>er ride 

of the/ease- adequately . when 
he summed up, Mid Richard 
Fergusoxv QC- ’ • • . 7 • 

. West, 42, is seeking leave to 


10 charges of murder by agury. 
at Winchester Grown.' Com*: 
But Lord Taylor, the lord Chief 
Justice,.and two other judges,, 
are effectively- hearing , her 



step-daughter, and Shirley 
Robinson, a lodger at 25 
_ CrtMnwefl Street* was “tenu- 
ous.” 

• Evidence connecting her to 
the seven victims ofsexkillings 
foundat Cromwell Street, “was 
virtually non-existent unless the 
evidence advanced under the 
: baimer of similar fact evidence 
was property admissible”. 

Similar fact evidence was 
given by women who survived 
-sexual assaults in which Rose- 
mary West took part with 
her- husband. The prosecution 
’ .argued this showed thatshewas 
■ also involved in the attacks on 
the victims who died, but thede- 

• fence said jit was inadmissible. 

Mr Ferguson said yesterday 
’ . it was not known herw the vic- 
tims died because such a long 
time had. elapsed since their 
-. deaths; Rosemary West had 
. never admitted being involved, 
and there was evidence that 
Frederick West had carried out 
two murders' and other attacks 
on his own. 

The remains of Ann MdRaD, 

• who disappeared before Fred- 
; erick West met Rosemary, were 

found dismembered and bound 
with cord.: -Mr Ferguson said 
this showed that Rosemary 
" Westhad nofbeen involved in 
Irilling '.the seven - Cromwell 
Street victims discovered in 
similar circumstances. 

‘ He said the potsibflity that 
Frederick West was solely re- 
sponsible for the murders “is the 
-book upon which the defence 


yUUliU wuiuvii.. — : — 

were found at 25 Cromwell 
Street, Gloucester, the cou- 
ple’s house, and at their previ- 
ous home in the city., r . - ■ - 

VVtest is in jail-at Durham ana 
is not attending the hearing in 
London. 

Mr Ferguson told the court 
vesterday: : “Other than the 
sheer honor of the discovery of ' 
the remains ofthe victims, the 
most strikfrg feature of this 
case, say the defence, was the 
dearth of evidence to. conned 
the applicant to these crimes. 

• « F linlrmc 


had a contract with — - 

which led to the danger of 
evidence being exaggerated or 
rehearsed with journalists. 

- -. Mr Fhrguson said that an- 
other reason .for the appeal 
was. tfre defence’s belief that the 
charges relating to Heather 
West, Cbarmaine West and 
Shirley Robinson should have 
been dealt with separately. 

He also criticised the sum- 
ming-up of Mr Justice Man tell 
for not giving adequate direc- 
tions to the jury on how to 


Rosemary West to the deaths of 
Heather We$L her daughter, 
Channaine West, berfansband s 


^Jhe hearing continues today. 
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Record heroin haul as gangs try to flood UK 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Britain is on the verge of a hero- 
in epidemic with seizures of the 
drug up SO per cent to a record 
total last year, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

Investigators believe drug 
traffiefcersarc trying to flood the 
United Kingdom with heroin in 
an attempt" to create a bigger 
more profitable market. 

Customs officers and the po- 
lice also announced yesterday 
that in J995 they recovered the 
biggest ev er quantity of drugs in 
a single year. A record 55.6 
tonnes of drugs were seized - 


about £45Sm worth - up 9 per 
cent on 19M4. 

There has a 1st' been a resur- 
gence in the popularity' of the 
dance drug ecstasy. In 1995. the 
amount seized rose by about 1 7 
per cent to the equivalent of 2 
million tablets, worth about 
£30m at street prices. 

But it is the huge increase in 
seizures of heroin - 1. i IS kilo- 
grams. or enough for 65S mil- 
lion injections - that is causing 
the greatest single concern. 

Dick Kellaway. Customs & 
Excise chief investigator, 
warned: “All the evidence - Cus- 
toms seizures, police seizures 
and reports from those close to 


the users - points to a massive 
increase in die volume of hero- 
in being targeted on the UK. We 
believe that the increase is sup- 
plier-led in the sense that hero 
in Is being imported in order to 
create a market. Potentially 
this is the most serious drug 
problem that all of us face." 

Heroin in now die most com- 
mon class A drug. Most of it 
comes from opium grown 
Turkey, P.ikisian. and Afghan- 
istan and arrives via countries 
such as the Netherlands. Ger- 
many. the Czech Republic. Slo- 
vakia. Bulgaria and Hungary. 

Most of the trafficking gangs 
in the UK are Turkish." Asian 


and .Afghan. About 20 Turkish 
gangs are running the hulk of 
the multi-million pound hero- 
in trade with their main strong- 
hold in north London. The 
drug is usually sold on to white 
drug icings and dealers for dis- 
tribution in the big cities. 

A wrap of heroin costs be- 
tween £10 and £15. and police 
believe an increasing number of 
young people are choosing it as 
their first choice drug. The 
trend was highlighted in the cur- 
rent hit film Truinspolling. 

Customs say there is no sign 
of the overall upward trend 
abating. Police have also 
warned of a drug-gang culture 


similar to the United States de- 
veloping unless action is taken. 

Keith HelJawclI. Chief Con- 
stable of West Yorkshire and 
Chairman of the Association of 
Chief Police Officers’ drugs 
sub-committee, also highlight- 
ed the growing threat to the 
young. He said the death of 18- 
year-old ecstasy victim Leah 
Betts had brought home the ex- 
tent of the problem. 

While seizures of ecstasy 
ruse to 544kg. those for am- 
phetamine dropped from about 
a quarter to 527kg and for LSD 
by more than a half to 31.000 
doses. The rise in ecstasy is part- 
ly blamed on the growth of im- 


ported, drugs from Holland. 

Belgium and France. 

Surprisingly the amount of 
cocaine seized is down by more 
than half on last year to 940kgs 
- about £1 10m at street prices. 

However. Customs and Excise 
believe the trend is still going 
up and the drop is a statistical 
blip resulting from three un- _ 

usually large seizures in 1994. ^ ^ ^ 

Cannabis still makes up the /"'vY r 
bulk of drugs seized - more than 
80 per cent of Lhe total. ‘ ' 

For the first time, the figures * jSg g jflg 
include drug seizures at - the 
Channel tunnel. In 1995. there 
were 12 major seizures with a YYiVi 
total street value of £Sm. ; . ri-£--- •. 


HM Customs & Excise Heroin seizures 


‘Vet’s 100 dogs 
lived in filth 
as wild pack’ 


A vet kept I HU dogs in such 
appalling conditions at her 
home that some had no eyes 
and others had stumps for legs, 
a court was told yesterday. 

Three inches’ of filth" was 
caked on to the floors at Helen 
Hein's cottage near Guildford. 
Surrey, and in-breeding among 
the dogs led to hideous de- 
formities. I: was claimed. Dr 
Hein. 69. is charged by the 
RSPCA with causing unneces- 
sary’ suffering to the dogs. 

Farnham magistrates were 
told at the start of a fiv e-day tri- 
al that Dr Hein bred German 
shepherds in filthy conditions. 
Many ran wild "and formed 
packs. They were diseased and 
deformed. The vet who denies 
a total of 19 charges of causing 
unnecessary suffering to the 
animals, was a former research 



Dr Hein: RSPCA said dogs 
in ‘appalling conditions’ 

veterinary surgeon employed by 
the Ministry of .Agriculture. 

She illegally bred dogs for 
sale at her secluded cottage at 
Newlands Comer because she 
was not a licensed breeder. 

The charges were brought 
after RSPCA inspectors visited 
her home more than half a 
dozen limes in October and No- 
vember 1994 and March 1995. 

Alan Kurtz, for the prosecu- 
tion. warned magistrates that 
the evidence they would hear 
would be very distressing. In- 
spectors found dogs with miss- 
ing eyes, sores and cuts and one 
animal hobbling around with a 
stump for a back leg. The court 
was told how every room in the 
house was covered in excrement 


and filth and was over-run by- 
dogs which had gone wild. 

He said: “Her belief that the 
dogs should neither be east rat- 
ed "or spayed led to an ever in- 
creasing population of these 
animals. At the time, they were 
living in deplorable conditions, 
wholly unsuitable, insanitary, 
squalid, deep in excrement and 
urine and other residue. 

“The fact that the defen- 
dant is a qualified vet only- 
makes the matter worse because 
it's clear she ought to have 
known belter. I have little doubt 
she is extremely fond of them, 
perhaps even obsessed by them. 
The dogs have become part of 
her life." 

Dr Hein listened intently as 
the allegations were read out. 
Mr Kurtz said the dogs had split 
into packs like wild animals and 
one pack had taken control of 
lhe staircase as their territory. 
He said that on one visit by the 
RSPCA it seemed as if one of 
the sickest dogs had been hid- 
den in a caravan lavatory. ‘‘It 
was in a space 2ft square with- 
out ventilation or water. Zinta 
[the dogj had a large pressure 
sore at the end of a stump of a 
lee." Mr Kurtz said. 

The court was told how one 
of the dogs called Cuddly could 
not use its back legs and had to 
drag itself around the room. 

RSPCA inspector Alison 
MacVicar described how on 
several visits she had been 
stunned at the condition of the 
animals. “The whole situation 
was appalling. The dogs were 
covered iu mud and faeces and 
several newborn litters were on 
the premises. 

“1 visited on 2 March. 1995, 
to make a full inventory. In a 
back bedroom, 1 was absolute- 
ly appalled. There were three 
inches of solid faeces on the 
floor which if you walked on it 
did not leave a footprint. 

“There was no water and the 
only food I saw was scattered on 
the faeces. In the kitchen there 
were between 10 and 15 dogs 
including puppies. Three dogs 
were of particular concent, one 
puppy had a bite wound to its 
face. This was a fresh bite. It had 
lost its left eye." Miss MacVicar 
said she also inspected several 
outdoor kennels and found 
similar horrific scenes. 

The trial continues. 


Supermodels show the timeless grace of a legendary name 





Woman golf champion ‘treated 
differently’ over club punch-up 


A women's golf champion, 
sacked after punching a fellow’ 
club member off his bar stool, 
yesterday claimed she would 
have been treated differently if 
she were a man. Philomena 
Vaughan, 42, denied exagger- 
ating the incident, which later 
earned her the nicknames "Mo- 
hammed Ali” and “Rocky'". 

Cross-examined at a resumed 
industrial tribunal, Mrs Vhugh- 
an, three times club champion, 
insisted that during a trophy pre- 
sentation night at the Dew- 
stow golf club, Gwent, 
businessman John Price, 49. 
slid his hand under her waist- 
coat and nibbed his hand up 
and down her thigh. 

When she told him to slop. 


Mr Price said something and 
then flicked his hand towards 
her face. “1 put my hand up to 
fend him off and then hit him 
on the side of his face." 

At an earlier hearing, the 
Cardiff tribunal was told Mrs 
Vaughan was first suspended 
and then sacked two months lat- 
er as manager of the golf shop 
for gross misconduct following 
a row with the club's owner and 
chairman, Ehvyn Harris, over 
his handling of the issue. 

Mrs Vaughan of Rogiet. 
Gwent, claims unfair dismissal 
and also sex discrimination be- 
cause Mr Price was not treated 
in the same way after the inci- 
dent “What upset me most was 
that the golf club didn't inter- 


view me that night to find out 
what happened . . . Obviously, 
they didn't believe me at the 
time." 

Former club barmaid Sonya 
Harris ('no relation to Mr Har- 
ris). 24. described hearing Mr 
Price point out to Mrs Vaugh- 
an that she had something on 
her dress. “I then saw Mr Price 
lean forward and put fiis hand 
on her left thigh. Mrs Vaughan 
said something like 'Don’t 
touch me’, then I remember Mr 
Price waved his hand in front of 
her as if he was dismissing her 
allegation." 

Mrs Vaughan bad reacted by 
twice poking him in the shoul- 
der area. “To me it looked like 
he lost his balance and went 


back off the stool and fell cm the 
floor," Miss Harris said. 

Questioned by Philip Mar- 
shall. for the club. Mrs Vaugh- 
an denied she had had a lot to 
drink at the evening. “Every- 
thing happened as I said," she 
added. She strongly denied al- 
legations that she called the club 
committee “sods", 

Mrs Vaughan, whose case is 
backed by the Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission, has told the 
tribunal how she refused to 
sign a letter from Mr Price 
agreeing that there had been no 
assault." In his evidence Mr 
Price, of Caldicot. GwenL de- 
nied ever raising his hand to Mrs 
Vaughan or touching her. 

The case continues. 


McFlights take burgers 
on to a different plane 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

“This is your captain speaking 
on the McPIane flight from 
Zurich to Palma. Big Macs and 
milkshakes will now be served" 

Not content with providing 
burger bars across the world’s 
holiday destinations, McDon- 
ald’s will shortly take to the sky 
in a big red aeroplane. 

The aircraft, dubbed Mc- 
PIane in Britain and the Flying 
Ketchup in Switzerland where 
the idea was conceived, makes 
its maiden voyage on 1 April. 
But the bright red 161-seat air- 
craft, with McDonald's embla- 
zoned across the fuselage and 
a trademark yellow “M" on the 
tail, is an earnest attempt by Lhe 


fast food giant to make "flights 
fun for families" and to trail- 
blaze the company’s name 
across the heavens. 

The joint venture between 
McDonald's Switzerland char- 
ter company Crossair and 
Hotelplan. the Swiss tour op- 
erators, will feature a McDon- 
nell Douglas MD-81 aircraft 
customised to create an “am- 
bience close to that of a Mc- 
Donald's restaurant", but with 
red leather scats for comfort. 

However, a large fries will be 
out of the question at the Fly- 
ing McDonald's. The company 
is anxious to avoid a chip-pan 
fire at 3(J,000ft and counter 
service will be replaced by con- 
ventional meals on a plate. 


Numbers up as BT rings in a new service for the home 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

BT is testing a service which 
could assign up to 16 telephone 
numbers to a single incoming 
line, making the phone ring 
differently depending on which 
one is being called. 

The system, now on trial in 
Glasgow, would let several peo- 
ple in the same house each have 


an “assigned" ringing tone - for 
example the normal two short 
rings or two long rings. They 
would then know precisely who 
the phone was ringing for. 

BT has had the system on 
trial since last July among a few 
hundred subscribers. The com- 
pany says that its introduction 
nationwide is “a matter of when 
rather than if'. 

The move is part of an effort 


to fight back against cable com- 
panies, which arc using their 
own recently installed digital TV 
and telephone networks to of- 
fer a wide range of services. 

Cambridge" Cable, which 
owns four franchises covering 
a total of 51)0,000 homes, 
has been offering the same 
“multiple ring" service — Iden- 
tiCail — since December at £6 
per quarter per extra number 


assigned to the line. Other 
cable companies are also plan- 
ning to introduce the service. 

The system uses a facility- 
available through digital tele- 
phone exchanges by which a 
particular phone number docs 
not have to be connected to an 
actual line. Alternatively, many 
numbers can be assigned to a 
single line, with a particular ring- 
ing pattern, controlled by the ex- 


change nearest to the phone. 

It could be used by somebody 
working at home who wanted to 
distinguish between incoming 
business and personal calls 
(which would be listed under 
different numbers in a phone- 
book) or by families who might 
want to offer teenagers a sep- 
arate phone number. 

Outgoing calls would still be 
charged to a single hill, but 


itemised billing would make it 
possible to identify who made 
which calls. 

“While the technical limit is 
16 lines per phone, it gets 
increasingly difficult to distin- 
guish who is being called as 
you add more," - said a BT 
spokesman yesterday. "Its eas- 
iest with two, and then it gets 
progressively more complex.” 
The problem is- that the 


exchange can vary the length of 
individual rings, hut not their 
pitch. 

Multiple-number facilities 
have been available for some 
years in the US, where digital 
exchanges have been in use for 
longer.- 

BT only converted its national 
network from’ older, analogue 
systems in the middle of last 

year-. . 



Classic glamour: Claudia Schiffer models a tweed suit with reflective lining turned out at collar and sleeves by Karl Lagerfeld for Chanel (left 
and (right) Stella Tennant wears a brocade evening dress, also by Lagerfeld for Chanel, in Paris yesterday Photographs: AFP/Sheridan Moriey 


Crossair, a subsidiary of 
Switzerland’s national airline. 
Swissair, usually specialises in 
upmarket charter Bights for 
business clients, with flight at- 
tendants serving champagne 
rather than Chicken Mc- 
Nuggets. A spokeswoman said: 
“It is moving do wnmarke t for 
us, in a way, but we were glad 
to be doing something dif 
with famin es in mind. 

“Children get very bored and 
we would be offering them sou- 
venirs, a certificate and toys, as 
well as a McDonald’s -style 
meal.” 

Children will be able to vis- 
it die cockpit, under supervision, 
with a range of holiday souvenirs 
. on sale to complete the ou ting 


A high-flying officer who Sdcficd 
£21.000 from Rqyal Navy cof- 
fers to help fund his gambling 
addiction was jailed :for four 
months by. a coumnartiai yes- 
terday. ■ 

Graham Woodworth. 38; a 
formerna\yqormnanclcr, was 
also dismissed from the service 
after he falsely claimed for 
bcardingscboofallowanccs for 

hix thr ee childr en _ 

The cowr at HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth, was told that the 
officer, who served on the- air- 
craft carrier HMS.-lrkRayal and 
at the Ministry of Defence In- 
stitute in London, became ad- 
dicted to betting on horses 
during a student summer in a 
bookmaker’s. ' 

. Lt Cdr John Flanaghan, for 
the prosecution, said that Wood- 
worth. from Portsmouth, had 
misapplied £1 2,462 in boarding 
school -allowances paid -to. him 
to help fund tbeedixation of his 
children, StuartJDale and An- 
gela. 

Lt CdrFIanaghansaid Wxwi- 
worth bad also stolen £2.655.12 
paid as a lodging allowance. He 
was supposed to be. living at a 
house in MuswellTiill. north 
London, while working nr the 
Insutute-of Naval Oceanogra- 
phy and Meteorology, but was 
instead commuting from his 
Portsmouth home. 

Investigators were alerted 
when Woodworth failed to show 
up for work rate day. They 
went to the address in MusweU 
HOI biit found Woodworth had 
not lived there for some time, 
and when they interviewed him 
about the matter they found dis- 
crepancies with his allowances. 

Woodworth also falsified re- 
ceipts from boarding schools in 
Ardinely, Sussex and Bennidge. 
Isle of Wight, where his three 
children were being educated, 
to claim advance payment of 
school fees totalling £5,970. 

Woodworth pleaded guilty 
to one charge of theft, four 
charges brought under the 
Naval Discipline Act of misap- 
plying school allowances, two 
charges of false remittance ad- 
vice for the two schools and an 
eighth count of allowing a 
lodger to stay in his Portsmouth 
naval married quarters without 
official permission. 

For the defence. Mr Bradley 
Albuery said Wbodworth’s gam- 
bling problems stemmed from 
his family, who were left home- 
less 35 years ago because of his 
father's betting addiction. ' 

Tt was like a drug addiction, i 
and looking back over the last 
five or-six years he is now aware 
how serious a problem he had. 
He started as a social gambler 
and it became a compulsion," 
said Mr Albuery. 

Although his client was at- 
tending Gamblers Anonymous, 
Mr Albuery said of the problem: 
“It is like a drink problem - he 
fears could come back to haunt 
him and he accepts he still has 
a problem.”. 

Mr Albuery saidWoodworth 
was described by colleagues 
and fellow officers as a “high- 
flier who had the naval world at 
his feet” . But he had allowed his 
career to be blighted by hs gam- 
bling addiction. 

President of the court martial, 
Captain Simon Good all, told 
him: “There’s no riisguicfng the 
fact that you are the. architect 
of your own downfall You have 
woven a web of deceit which has . 
entangled your entire famfly and 
other unsuspecting people. 

“The root cause has. been 
.your addiction to gambli ng but 
this does not alter the stark fact 
.that you have. been dishonest. 
The. service relies on honesty 
and trust and you have abused 
that trust” : 0 

Woodworth was also ordered ' ' 
•to have his pay stopped until he 
had repaid £2,655nnd to suffer . 
the financial penalties from his 
dismissal. They include his 
£43,G00-a-year salary, his mar- 
ried quarters in Portsmouth 
and a £100.000 pennon Tump 
sum,. • £■ ... 
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LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor ' 

Nearly a quarter of police offi- 
cers suffer severe psychological 
distress, as a result of their day- 
to-day policmg activities, ac- 
cording to a new study. - 

Overall 40 per cent of the ; 
force studied showed “signifi- 
cant” psychological distress,/ 
and reported a much higher lev-; 
el of symptoms of post-trail- •• 
made Stress . disorder than thp 
general popidation; •. ; 

Symptoms, included flash- 
backs to incidents, nightmares, 
inability to sleep or enjoy nor- 
mal activities, andan overre- 
liance on alcohol and drugs. 
Women reported almosL twice 
as many symptoms as men. 

Officers with the longest ser- 
vice suffered the highest levels 
of distress, according to Jennifer 
MitcheQ-Gibbs, an . inspector, 
in the Essex force; who with Dr 
Stuart MiidxeD, adimcaLpsy-' 
choicest at Hartlepool Gener- 
al Hospital, surveyed --1,000 
constables and sergeants from 
a force in south-east England: 

“This is contrary to expecta- 
tions. Officers don’t become im- 
mune to traumatic events over 
time ... the effect of stress is 
cumulative; a dnp-dnp effect 
and then it may be just one fa- 
tal accident too maity that is the 
crunch." she said. 

• Death, major disasters, and 
incidents resulting in injury to 
themselves or colleagues, were 
the most common .problems. 
However, attendance at a sud- 
den death, a very common 
policing duty, was described as 
“'very distressing", particularly 
. for those contacting die relatives 
of the dead person. Some 23 per 
cent of officers displayed severe 
psychological distress. 


The survey found there was 
a heavy emphasis on suppress- 
ing emotions, but this prevent- 
ed officers from asking for help.. 
.“It is part of the police culture 
to project strength, authority, re- 
silience - the “John Wayne syn- 
. drome’." Ms Mitchell- Gibbs 
told die first European Con- 
- ferehce On Haumatic Stress In 
Emergency Services, Peace 
Keeping Operations and Hu- 
manitarian Aid Organisations in 
Sheffield yesterday 

The British force ha^adopt- 
ed US practices of retying on 
critical incident debriefing and 
peer group counselling for of- 
ficers inneed of help. But offi- 
cers'; iii the survey said they 
wanted external help because 
they mistrusted their colleagues. 

MsMitcheD-Gibbs said that 
previous studies suggested that 
the British force was less vul- 
nerable to stress generated by 
their daily duties, but found bu- 
reaucracy, their workload and 
bad relationships with col- 
leagues more stressful 

Tne study confounds this 
view, Ms Mitchell-Gibbs said, 
and.exposes the toll general 
policing takes on a force. 

Another study presented at 
the conference which chal- 
lenges accepted views, was that 
more than three-quarters of 
people with post-traumatic 
stress-disorder have noprevious 
history of psychiatric problems. 
However a significant number 
had suffered a major life expe- 
rience - both good and bad - 
in the 12 months prior to the 
trauma which triggered PTSD. 

The study of mental health 
patients in Nottingham re- 
vealed that the most common 
traumas included road acci- 
dents and 'assaults, and bad 
birth experiences for women. 


DAILY POEM 


Magnetism^ ... 

By Miroslav Holub •.*, 

When the Queen, oyer the ’ . - 

magnetic tines of force 
on Faraday’s rough' tabic, asked 

And what'use is it? 

Faraday rq/tied. 

f acing lower than her 

icc collar.'"' 

And what ust,JAa am, is a child? 

It was a higft point of science 
in history, because 

modem mankindis divided into those 
who understand gravitation and those v 
who understand braces, 

we either ask about everything, 

orwe ask about nothing,' • . ■ . : , ■ 

in which case the universe originated ■ ; . ; 

in the Square of the Republic- 

ihrvuS’h'tke condensation of 

Saint Nicholas’s deodorant 

This week is National Science Week, the third of its kind, led 
bv the British Association for the Advancement of Science ana 
designed io increase public understanding and interest m sci- 
enccTlhis poem is taken from a new colteuon. Supposed to 
Fb (Blobdase, £8.95). by Miroslav Holub. Holub is a rare crea- 
ture: a leading Czech scientist and her most xmrortant poet, 
wbos^picocmpatious - the pitching of scientific ration^e 
against centra! mystery of human ^ 

around his verse. “He is," wrote Ted Hughes, one of the half 
dozen most important poets writing anywhere. 
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CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Thousands of amateur as- 
tronomers are preparing their 
binoculars to watch what could 
be (he brightest comet so far this 
century. Comet Hyukaiake. dis* 
covered in January by a Japan- 
ese amateur, will be at its 
brightest by the end of this 
week, when it should be visible 
all night as a large, fuzzy parch 
a little smaller than the Moon. 
Besides being exceptionally 
bright for a comet, it will also 
pass very close - in cosmic 
terms - io the Earth. On Sat- 
urday it will be just W million 
miles away, haring travelled 
hundreds of millions of miles 
through space on an elliptical 
orbit around the Sun that has 
probably taken centuries. It 
will then pass 20 million miles 
from the Sun before disap- 
pearing below the plane of the 
Solar System. 

Although some comets have 
proved disappointingly dim af- 
ter predictions that they would 


light up the sky, experts are 
hopeful this will be different. 

“It looks as though iftis is go- 
ing to be very bright-" said the 
noted astronomer Patrick 
Moore yesterday. “1 don’t think 
that it will be as big as the full 
moon, but pan of that is because 
it is still approaching us. It will 
look more like a conventional 
comet - with a tail streaming be- 
hind it - next month, when it is 
moving away from us." 

Comets are frozen bodies of 
gas, liquid and rocks a few 
miles across whose “ tails" are 
created by streams vapourising 
as the Sun heats them up. The 
tail always points away from the 
Sun. 

The comet is currently most 
visible in the early hours of the 
morning, after about 3am. It is 
best viewed using binoculars: 
“Telescopes doo’f have a wide 
enough field of view, *' said Mr 
Moore. But as the week pro- 
gresses it will become brighter 
and more visible throughout 
more of the night as it moves 
towards the sky's North Pole. 


Anyone wanting to sec it 
should find a spot away from 
city lights and allow their eyes 
to adjust to the lower brightness 
of the stars. It should be possi- 
ble to spot the comet using the 
star chant see graphic). 

Hyukaiake is now expected 
to be the brightest cornel for at 
least 20 years, and possibly 
since the turn of the century, ll 
was discovered in January by 
Yuji Hyukaiake, an amateur as- 
tronomer using a powerful pair 
of bin binoculars. At that time 
it showed up only as a faint 
smudge of light against ihe 
background of stars, but will 
now probably remain visible un- 
til May. 

Bui" even before Hyukaiake 
has come fully into view. ;is- 
ironomcrs are preparing for the 
arrival next year of Comet 
Hale-Bopp. which will make its 
closest approach to the Sun on 
1 April. It could eventually be 
brighter than Hyukaiake. ac- 
cording lo experts who spoiled 
it beyond Jupiter's orbit Iasi 
summer. 



IF NOBODY EVER TOLD US WHEN 
ACCIDENTS HAPPENED, WORKING CONDITIONS 
WOULD NEVER HAVE IMPROVED. 


I Thanks to the co-operation of 
employers and managers over 
the years, British workplaces are 
far safer. 

By reporting any incidents and 
accidents that have occurred, 
together we’ve begun to put things right. 

But there’s still room for improvement. Too many 
companies still aren't reporting, even though it’s the law. 
To help you help us, we’ve made reporting even easier 



with RIDDOR ’95 (REPORTING OF INJURIES, DISEASES 
AND DANGEROUS OCCURRENCES REGULATIONS 1995) 
which comes into effect on 1st April 1996. 
Telephone now for your free RIDDOR '95 guide. It 
contains brief, easy-to-understand information about 
when and why you should report, plus an easy to fill-in 
reporting form. 

Now nobody has an excuse for not reporting. 






iBm : TELL US THEY'VE HAPPENED BEFORE THEY HAPPEN AGAIN 
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Confident Taiwan rolls out its tanks 


TERESA POOLE 

Hsinchu 

Sixty rniic^ south of Taipei, the 
51st lank Brigade was ready and 
waiting. But Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Kao An-guo, the deputy 
commander of Taiwan's North- 
ern Field Army, was not letting 
on if he was concerned. 

“I do no l think the Chine.se 
Communists have the ability to 
cross the Taiwan SiraiL" he 
said yesterday, us 40 tanks and 
armoured troop carriers put on 
a demonstration of what would 
await them if they did. 

The training and attack base, 
in the suburbs of Hsinchu city, 
is home to 1.71H) troops, one of 
many buses on Taiwan. If the 
general was to be believed, the 
brigade had stayed on level 5, 
the lowest in terms of alert. “We 
do not feel tense,' " he said. 

Yesterday, us blustery rain 
and fog shrouded Taiwan and 
the strait, the battle was most- 
ly about propaganda. As the 
tank brigade was pul through its 
paces for the world's television 
cameras. Taiwan’s message was 
confident. “We are ready to 
repulse any invading force 
coming foam outside the is- 
land." said General Kao. 

On the mainland side of the 
Taiwan Strait. China's latest 
military exercises appeared to 
have been delayed by bad 
weather. But preparations for 
a show of force were under way. 

On the Island of Pingtan, off 
China's south-east coast, radio 
broadcasts ordered residents 
of nearby islets to evacuate to 
the mainland before 4pm. Civil- 
ians on coastal areas were also 
told to move, and fishermen to 
stay in port. 

People’s Liberation Army 
t PLA l tanks and troop-carrying 
vehicles were reported to be pa- 
trolling the streets of Pingtan. 
“There are tanks, troop carri- 
ers and other military vehicles 
all over. The armv has taken 


charge of local traffic.” a local 
official reported. 

The new exercises, which 
were due to. start yesterday and 
continue until after Taiwan's 
presidential election on Satur- 
day, are expected to include 
well-publicised amphibious 
landings on Pingtan. It will be 
an unmistakable message to 
Taiwanese voters. Last No- 
vember. large-scale beach land- 
ings were included in mainland 
exercises and then shown at 
length on stale television for Tai- 
wan’s benefit. This week's army, 
navy and air force manoeuvres 
are expected to be larger than 
ever, over an area stretching to 
the middle of the Taiwan StraiL 

In Hong Kong, the Peking- 
conlrolled Hen Be/ Po news- 
paper quoted a PLA leader as 
saying China might need to 
widen the latest exercises. 

“The scale of strategic exer- 
cises currently and in the future 
may have to be enlarged." said 
the deputy commander of 
Shenyang military district. Shi 
Baoyuan. 

Although few analysis believe 
the PLA will attempt to seize 
any of Taiwan's territory this 
week, residents of small islands 
closest to the test zone have 
decided not to wait around. 
Large numbers of soldiers are 
on alert. and the towns have 
almost shut down. 

On Wuchiu. 1 1 miles, south of 
the zone, only 16 of the $2 res- 
idents remain, and they are 
under curfew. The 200 islanders 
still on the Chu islands. 11 
miles north of the zone, prac- 
tised air-raid drills yesterday. 
About 300 islanders decided to 
flee on Sunday, although the 
government has no official 
policy concerning evacuation. 

Fishing boats, which would 
normally work, these waters, 
were warned repeatedly to stay 
clear of the region and were 
turned back to Taiwan's north- 
ern port of Keelung. 
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in Algerian city 
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Fighting talk: Taiwanese soldiers carrying a shell during exercises near the northern town of Hukou 


Tension in the region will es- 
calate this week after the 
arrival of the LIS aircraft-carri- 
er Nimitz. and the decision on 
whether it should pass through 


said any show of force in the 
strait would "merely complicate 
matters’' . In Hsinchu. Gener- 
al Kao was reticent about the 
US aircraft-carrier. “I wish the 


the Taiwan Strait. At the week- American soldiers ... Oh, no ... 


end. China's Prime Minister. 
Li Peng, warned it not to. He 


I can't tell you in detail," he 
smiled. Yesterday's tank 


demonstration had been or- 
ganised at short notice, follow- 
ing the mainland's slick 
television portrayal of missile 
tests near Taiwan earlier this 
month. Unlike China, where 
news of the PLA’s exercises 
has been orchestrated by offi- 


cial propaganda organs, Tai- 
wan’s publicity exercise was 
low-key. although Taiwanese 
journalists were banned. Had 
General Kao beard anything 
about mainland manoeuvres 
that day? “I have no time to 
read the newspapers today." he 


Photograph: Booty Yip/Reuter 

laughed. As tanks emerged 
from the fog on to the battle 
training-ground, the commen- 
tary said: “With psychological 
warfare, the enemy will be eas- 
ier to be destroyed.*" But the 
most effective weapon yesterday 
appeared to be the weather. 


Riots rack Indonesian province 


LEWA PAR DOM U AN 

Reuter 

Jakarta — Several hundred 
youths rioted in the Indonesian 
province of Irian Java yesterday, 
setting fire to cars" and a mar- 
ket and damaging buildings in 
a second week of violence. 

Riots hit the town of Abepu- 
ra when the body of Thomas 
Wapai Wainggai. who died last 
week while serving a prison sen- 
— ttfhCe ifi Jakarta, arrived in the 
provincial capital, Jayapura, for 
burial. "They burned cars and 
a market and damaged build- 
ings."* a spokesman said. 

Residents said Jayapura. 
2.000 miles east of Jakarta, was 
sealed off by the military. Of- 
fices were shut and frightened 
residents stayed indoors. 

The riots broke out in Abe- 
pura after protesters were 
stopped from heading to Jaya- 
pura. 12 miles away. Residents 
and the army said last night that 
calm had returned but soldiers 
continued to paLrol. 

"Tension has reduced but 
the military is still keeping a 
watchful eye. There have been 


no reports of arrests or casual- 
ties,” an army officer said by 
telephone from Jayapura. 

Aji official at the Jayapura 
general hospital said that there 
were some injuries but there no 
reports of deaths. 


Residents said the riots, by 
300-400 people, were linked to 
Wainggai. who was sentenced to 
20 years in jail for proclaiming 
an independent Melanesian 
state in Irian during a flag-rais- 
ing ceremony in 1V87. 


Seventy people, along with 
Wainggai". were tried for sub- 
version and in 1988 were jailed 
for between six and 20 years. 
Wainggai. a US-trained an- 
thropologist said to have died 
of hean problems on the way to 



Battleground: Damage from last week’s unrest in Timika Photograph: Muchtar Zakarai 


a hospital from Cipinang prison, 
just outside Jakarta, was be- 
lieved to be in his sixties. 

His Japanese wife was sen- 
tenced to six years in jail and has 
since been released, but 21 
others are still in detention. 

Residents said the rioters, 
mostly students, wanted to take 
Wainggais body to the univer- 
sity before it was taken to his 
family home. “Tie was a teacher 
at the university and they want- 
ed to lake him there before he 
was buried." one resident said 

Last week the Irian towns of 
Timika and Tembagapura, 
where Freeport Indonesia op- 
erates one of the world's largest 
copper and gold mines, were 
rocked by riots by disgruntled 
tribespeuple frustrated at not 
benefiting from the develop- 
ment in Irian. 

Diplomats said Wainggai was 
believed to have had close links 
with the separatist Free Papua 
Movement (OPM), which is 
fighting for an independent Iri- 
an Jaya. OPM rebels have been 
holding 11 hostages, including 
six Europeans, in the forbidding 
jungles of Irian since 8 January. 


Abortion clinic killer 
feces life in prison 


JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 

John Sabi, 24, was found guilty 
yesterday of murder after a 
Massachusetts jury turned 
down a defence claim that he 
was insane when he went on a 
shooting rampage at two 
Boston abortion clinics on 30 
December 1994, killing two re- 
ceptionists and wounding five 
others. 

Salvi, who says he believes 
abortion is part of a worldwide 
conspiracy against the Roman 
Catholic Church, faces life in jail 
after convictions on two counts 
of first-degree murder and five 
counts of assault with intent to 
murder. There is no death 
penalty in' Massachusetts. 

Salvi’s defence did not ques- 
tion the police version of the 
facts of the case, but contend- 
ed that at the time of the 
killings he was prey to paranoid 
schizophrenia. Some of the ev- 
idence appeared to support the 
insanity plea. Witnesses testified 
that as Salvi fired 10 buHeLs-into 


one of bis victims, he cried: 
“This is what you get! You 
should pray the rosary!" 

Before the trial started Salvi 
repeatedly disrupted hearings, 
insisting he be granted an op- 
portunity to make a statement 
to the media about ah anti- 
Catholic conspiracy in which, he 
said, the Freemasons and the 
Ku-Klux-Klan were involved. 

The prosecution successful- 
ly argued, however, that Salvi 
had carried our the- killings 
with dear premeditation and 
was. fully alert to. the fact that 
what he was doing was illegal 
and wrong. Witnesses said that 
he was seen practising at a 
shooting-range the day before 
his rampage. 

Salvi's father said triS son 
‘.had been a normal healthy 
child, but late in his. teens be- 
came strange and withdrawn, 
spending long hours closeted in 
his bedroom reading the Bible. 
Salvi’s lawyers said Ins crime had 
been triggered by the murders 
of four Catholic priests in Al- 
geria on 27 December 1994. 


Seoul bars British journalist who parodied president 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Seoul 

In an apparent toughening of its 
attitude towards the foreign 
media. South Korea has re- 
jected a request by Jeremy 
Hanley. Minister of Stale at the 
Foreign Office, to reinstate a 
British journalist expelled after 
writing articles poking fun at 
President Kim Young Sam. 

Earlier this month Mr Han- 
ley asked Gong Ro Mvung. the 
Foreign Minister, to reconsid- 
er the case of Bruce CTieesman. 
who works foriheri/um/Z/o/? Fi- 
nancial Review . On 26 February 


after nine years working in 
Seoul, his application tor a new 
visa was rejected hv the Justice 
Ministry. 

Despite lobbying by diplo- 
mats. a government spokesman 
sjid the decision was "irrevo- 
cable" and Mr Cheesman 
would not be allowed to work 
again in South Korea. 

No official reason has been 
given, but Soho Woo Hyun. 
director-general of the foreign- 
media division ol the Korean 
Overseas Information Serv ice, 
said Mr Cheesman had violat- 
ed immigration regulations hv 
doing research while visiting the 


country as a tourist, and had “re- 
peatedly gone beyond the 
bounds of^whai we consider 
sound journalistic practice. He 
repeatedly made false and 
defamatory allegations about 
the government of Korea.” 

Mr Cheesman insisted his 
visits as a tourist were made 
years ago and LhaL what really- 
rattled Seoul was his personal 
criticism of President Kim and 
members of his family. 

Chief among the govern- 
ment's complaints is the case of 
the presidential Buddha. Last 
year Koreans were shaken by a 
series of disttsiers. including 


the collapse of a bridge and a 
store in Seoul in which more 
than 5 iXi people were kilted. 

A Buddhist paper reported 
rumours that Mr Kim. a Chris- 
tian. hud ordered the removal 
of a Buddha statue from the gar- 
den of the presidential palace. 
This - the rumours went - had 
angered the heavens. 

The President's men denied 
the Buddha had been moved. 
The Finandti! /fri&iv's jokey ac- 
count, complete with cartoon, 
ant! riling inside sources, pro- 
voked fury. Mr Cheesman was 
hauled in for the latest in a se- 
ries of official scoldings. Last 


week the Review received papers 
from lawyers for the Korean 
government initialing defama- 
tion proceedings. 

But more "decisive. Mr 
Cheesman believes, was the 
book he has been working oo: 
an unofficial biography of Mr 
Kim focusing on the most con- 
troversial rumours which billow 
around the charismatic Presi- 
dent. He admitted he has no 
documentary evidence for the 
most serious allegations. 

But based on interviews with 
former and serving politicians 
and aides and officials. Lhe 
book will make embarrassing al- 


legations about the funding of 
Mr Kim's 1992 election cam- 
paign and about the avowedly 
Christian President's private 
life. 

The past few monihs have 
been a critical period for Pres- 
ident Kim: as well as the trials 
of his predecessors Roh Tac 
Woo and Chun Doo Hwan. on 
charges of corruption, mutiny 
and treason, his New Korea 
Party faces parliamentary elec- 
tions in a month's Lime which 
could rob him of conLroI of the 
National Assembly. 

Mr Sohn said: “This present 
action is not aimed at the for- 


eign press, with whom we enjoy 
excellent working relations. The 
action we have taken is a legit- 
imate recourse of a kind ac- 
ceptable in any civilised 
country.’- Until this year, no 
correspondent had been ex- 
pelled for professional reasons 
since the days of military dic- 
tatorship in the 1980s. 

“The screws have been tight- 
ening in the last couple of 
months," said Mr Cheesman. “It 
is anti everything that the new 
Korea is supposed to stand for, , 
a Third World mentality of 
worrying what the foreign press 
savs about iL" 


neaoquariw ° ~ — 

em city of Tia-Ouzou,ldlling at 
least six peopteandinjuriog 25 
others, hospital sources re- 
ported. Twenty- of the injured 
Were said to be in a taws 

condition. . - • ''• 

First reports indicated the 

bomb went off in a carpeted 
near the mainpolice station, not 
far from the railway terminal. 
Local officials' blamed the 
Aimed Islamic Group (GIA), 
Algeria's most violent militant 
coganbatiOD.;- • ^ 

Russian offensive 

Moscow — -Russian . troops 
stormed into a village in "west- 
ern Chechnya to mop up pock- 
ets of resistance by separatist 
rebels^ Russian news agencies 
said. The assault on the village 
of SainashkL about 20 miles 
west of . the Chechen capital, 
Grozny: followed heavy Russ- 
ian, losses. A Russian official 
said that 11 servicemen were 
killed man ambush. Reuter 

Tramp burned alive 

Paris — Youths killed a home- 
less man by setting trim on fire 
in a street near the Euxdstar ter- 
minal at the Gare tiu Nord, po- 
lice said- The victim, aged about 
30, was apparently doused with 
methylated spirits. Witnesses re- 
ported seeing three or four 
youths running away from the 
scene. 'Reuter 

Camp crackdown 

Tim is — Five Central African 
leaders launched a new crack- 
down on intimidation in camps 
for Rwandan refugees, in an 
effort to persuade them it is 
safe to return home, Former 
US president Jimmy Carter 
announced the measures, clos- 
ing three days of talks. “The 
uncertain tiring is convincing the 
refugees that it's safe and ad- 
vantageous to return," he 
said. - . • AP 

Tamil Tiger attack 

Colombo — Sri Lankan Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas killed 18 soldiers 
in a landmine attack is the 
.northern Jaffna peninsula, in 
the first big rebel attack in 
several wee& - Reuter 

Democracy blues 

Harare — Fewer than half of 
Zimbabwe's ; 4.9 million vbters 
cast ballots.in. the presidential 
election at the weekend* seen 
as a mere formstifty .after a 
boycott by challengers to Pres- 
ident Robert Mugabe. Iriferim 
figures showed about 31.4 per 
cent of registered voters turned 
OuL .-..‘‘l . . Reuter 

Nobel poet dies 

Athens' — Odysseus Elytis, .85, 
Who won the Nobel Prize for 
literature in 1979.- died at his 
home m central Athens yester- 
day. Radio stations broke into 
programmes to announced his 
death and many started non- 
stop broadcasts^ his poems, 
which became hugely popular 
when set to music. . Reuter 
Obituary, page 12 

Flyiitg high 

Zhukovsky, Russia — The 
Tupolev company has unveiled 
a prototype update of its Tu-144 
“Con cords ky" airliner, .which it 
hopes US money will turn into 
the supersonic, passenger air- 
craft of the 21st century. The Tii- 
144LL retains the drirp-nosed, 
delta-wing look of the 28-year- 
old Soviet rival to Concorde but 
is fitted with more powerful en- 
gines, developed for iuidear 
bombers. Reuler 

Trees stripped bear 

Sydney — Animal rights ac- 
tivists are fighting a plan by 
South Australia's National 
Parks and Wildlife Service to 
kill or remove 2,000 koalas 
on an- island near Adelaide to 
halt a potentially disastrous 
population explosion. A state 
government spokesman said 
the present population of 5,000 
animals was .quickly stripping 
the island’s, eucalyptus trees 
of leaves — the creatures’ main 
diet. AP 
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await Israelis’ revenge 


PATRICK COCKBURN -I 

al-Favvwaf camp, Hebron ’ 

In.a few days Mariam Farahneh 
will watch Israeli engineers 
padeexpdosives into the walk of 
her house in al-Fawwar refuse 
camp, south of Hebron, £nd 
blow it up. At the moment she 
. is living with 10 of her children 
and. grandchildren in.a white 
lent donated by the Red Cross 
under a tree just in front of the 
house, the door and windows 
of which are sealed with sheets 
of corrugated iron: 

The reason for the demolition 

is that on 25 February her son, 
Ibrahim, boarded the Number 
Id bus on the Jaffa road in 


Jerusalem and detonated a 
bomb, kiilmg. himself and 25 
passengers. Israel has a policy 
of destroying the houses of the 
families of suicide bombers. 

Hamad Farahueh, the eldest 
of Ibrahim’s brothers, said 
wearily they were waiting for 
Ihfiir appeal to be turned down: 

It is a military order. Thev are 
gomg to demolish the house." 
Mahmoud, another brother, 
who worked as a teacher, said: 
"None of the family knew' what 
Ibrahim was going* to do." 

Both brothers were released 
from jail last week, so the Isaeli 
army presumably accepts that 
this is tree. 

This wfll not save the grey- 


painted house, built into the 
sleep rocky hillside on which 
stands al-Fawwar, a dusty camp 
which is home to 6,000 Pales* 
tinians. Mrs Farahneh, who 
came here in 1948 from the vil- 
lage of Agur, in what is now Is- 
rael, says her family built it four 
years ago after saving for 30 
years. She accepted thar its de- 
struction was assured. 

Is it likely that a man willing 
to die would be deterred by such 
measures? Chi Sunday, Shimon 
Feres, the Prime Minister, told 
his Cabinet that when he was 
defence minister in the 1970s, 
house demolitions and depor- 
tations- were effective. Of 
course, this was before the era 



of the suicide bomber or even 
the Palestinian intifada. Other 
Israelis have doubts. 

Hhulamii Aloni, a left-wing 
minister, recalling that Baruch 
Goldstein, an Israeli settler 
from Kityai Aiha, killed 29 
Palestinians in Hebron in 1994, 
said: “No one can explain to stu- 
dents in schools why Baruch 
Goldstein's house was nut de- 
molished, while today so many 
houses are destroyed. ” 

The same argument was 
made again and again in the 
main street of al-Fawwar. “Our 
blood is cheap but theirs is ex- 
pensive," said Bassam Nah- 
nosh. a 25-year-old srudent at 
Hebron university, who was 


unable to get out of the camp. 
Until last weekend no food 
was allowed to enter. 

“For thirteen days we weren't 
allowed to open a window or go 
in the streets.” said Mahmoud 
Abu Hashash. an elderly mar. 
who said he eould not feed his 
large family. 

Most of the men in al- 
Fawwar were unemployed day- 
labourers who had u. irked to In- 
rael in agriculture or const ruc- 
tion. They said they did not 
think that the four suicide 
bombs which killed 62 people 
in the past month had helped 
the Palestinian people as a 
whole. But the collective pun- 
ishments had left them bitter. 


“Yi >i! cannot get in or nut of the 
camp and if y ou arc caught they 
fine you .VwVi shekels (£w>0k“ 
said Mr Nuhnosh. 

He said that the Oslo agree- 
ment offered little enough to 
refugees from 194.S. Indeed, in 
worsening conditions, it was 
not surprising if people without 
hope were prepared to turn 
themselves into living bombs. 
Mi (hum me J iil-Najar. 1 7. stand- 
ing in the crowd showed his 
hand, its fingers permanently 
bent over. He said: “It was 
paralysed since I was hit in the 
arm by a bullet in the inliluda.” 

People in al-Fawwar live lives 
of such a deprivation at the best 
of times that collective punish- 


ment is unlikely to deter them. 
It mav even be that the gov- 
ernment docs noL believe that 
it will, but wants to be seen by 
voters to be striking back. Blow- 
ing up houses makes dramatic 
television pictures. Yaron Lon- 
don. a journalist writing in the 
YaiiotAhanin'X., s*ys that Pales- 
tinians will react to collective 
punishment in the 
same way as Israelis. "1 believe 
there is no basic difference 
he writes. “Demolishing Dr 
Baruch Goldstein's house and 
starving the Jewish population 
of Kityai Arha uuuld not pre- 
vent another Jewish zealot from 
mowing down innocent Arabs. 
On the contrary.” 


insult’ 
jail term 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 

"Die most vociferous Jor danian 
opponent of the Middle East 
peace process is to appeal 
against a three -year prison sen- 
tence imposed on him in Am. 
man's State Security Court on 
Sunday for slandering King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 

One of his lawyers told the In- 
dependent yesterday that Laith 
Shubeilat, a prominent trade 
unionist and engineer, would 
challenge the military court's 
verdict on constitutional 
grounds. 

Mr ShubeOat, who has al- 
ready served four months in jail 
condemned Queen Noor for 



ShubeBatr Jaded for slander 
on Jordanian royaJ coupie . 

weeping at tftefuneralof theW 
raeb prime minster Yftzhak Ra- 
bin while expressing no sorrow 
to the family ofTathiShkaki, the 
leader ofthe Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad moyemeitt murdered by 
Israeli agents last year. .. 

“We are going to appeal with- 
in 30 days and we are going to 
say that there is no evidence that 
Mr Shubeilat. slandered the 
King," Mir Omar aJ-Jazy, one of 
Mr ShubeDat’s Iawyers/said. 
“What he stated was legitimate 
criticism -it was pubBc criticism 
within the limits of .the Jor- 
danian constitution." ... 

The appeal means that Mr 
Shubeflat’s words of condem- 
nation - made nt an lecture at 
. Irbid university in November - 
will be repeated again, along 
with his assertion that the Arab- 
Israeli peace process is both un- 
just and unworkable. ' 

American and British diplp^- 
mats - as well as an Amnesty Ih- - 

temadond offiaal- were in. the 

court on Stingy, when Mr 
ShubeOat was sentenced, a ver- 
dict he received smiling and rais- 
ing his right'fist-in the air in a 


gesture of victory. “Of course he 
. was happy,” a friend of the fam- 
;: iiy saio yesterday. 

“He thmks that his struggle 

■ isabattle for (he Jordanian con- 
stitution and that he can fight 
more strongly when he is con- 
demned in the courts." 

The Palestinian scholar Ed- 
ward Said and the Egyptian 
journalist Mohamed Heikal 
had both offered to be witnesses 

■ for Mr ShubeOat at the Amman 
court; the three judges turned 
them down. 

Three -weeks ago Mr 
ShubeOat told me that King 
Hussein had personally warned 
him of his possible imprison- 
ment andhad alluded to a pre- 
vious trial in- which he was 
condemned, to death - and 
then amnestied - for allegedly 
importing weapons. The state 
prosecution witness later said 
that he had been blackmailed 
by Jordanian intelligence into 
giving evidence. . . 

^According to Mr Shubeilat: 
“He (King Hussein] said: ‘Do 
youwant what happened to you 
before to happento you again? 
Because this time I won't in- 
terfere.’- But what can I say? I 
must be -free to f^eak. If they 
keep me in prison, it will be- 
come a nightmare for the gov- 
ernment." .. 

/’. Shkaki, the Islamic Jihad 
leader, was assassinated sever- 
al months after boasting that his 
organisation bad staged a dou- 
ble suicide-bombing that killed 
at least 20 Israeli soldiers at a 
bus stop near TH Aviv. 

. Earlier this month, Mr 
Shubeilat .said he condemned 
theidlltngdf innocents in Israel 
. biit that the slaughter came 
; about, “because Palestinians 
- cannot express aity more what 
„ thev warn except in such acts". 

• The trade unionist, who was 
xe-elected head of the engi- 
neering union while in prison, 
has visited Bosnia and spoken 
regularly for a constitutional 
rather than an absolute monar- 
chy' in Jordan. But his real 
crime appears to be his oppo- 
sition to the peace accords. 
They are not going to suc- 
;ceed,” he said last month. 

. “They are going to be im- 
posed ... Jordan is now under 
the Israeli sphere; it is being tak- 
en oat of the Arab ’world. We 
are to be ‘used' against Iraq and 
-maybe. Syria. We are merce- 
naries. But we must rebuild 
Arab relations." 

. IfKihgHussein has his way. 
vTtoShubeilatw^I have plenty of 
_ fczie . to. develop his theories - 
ih his prison cell 



Baywatch beefcake: Competitors vie for position, and a job as a lifeguard, in a race at Newport Beach, California 


Photograph: AP 


Tinseltown in search of lost lustre 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

The boulevard of broken 
dreams is closed to traffic. 
Workers on Los Angeles’ mul- 
ti-billion dollar and much-ma- 
ligned new subway system 
tunnelling beneath Hollywood 
Boulevard, have been stalled by 
a series of sinkholes. 

But the subway has fanned 
new hopes that Hollywood can 
rebound from decades of ne- 
glect By 2,000, three stations 
are planned to link it with the 
tourist centre at Universal Stu- 
dios and central Los Angeles. 

. . The mayor. Richard Rjordan. 
pledged recently to revitalise old 
Hollywood It is cast as one of 
the efr/s greatest wasted assets. 
Six million tourists a year, the 
mayor claimed, come to pick 
out the stars' names on the 
pavements and linger over their 
imprints in the forecourt of 
Gramnann's Chinese Theatre. 
• Most of them take one look 
and never come back. Holly- 
wood is Jittered with stunning 
art deco architecture and mem- 
ories ofthe sOver screen. Flow- 
ers mark the spot where the late 
George Bums planted his cig- 
. ar in the concrete; Disney runs 
; premieres at the newly restored 
EL Capitan theatre; and there 
are plans to reopen The Egypt- 
ian, where the first film pre- 


miere was held for Douglas 
Fairbanks J fir’s Robin Hood. 

But an atmosphere of grunge 
infects the area. Almost every- 
day, police say, they are visited 
by a stricken tourist family who 
have been robbed at gunpoint 
or had their car looted of all 
their possessions. The side 
streets are home to more than 
a dozen gangs, drug dealers, and 
prostitutes who haunt the cheap 
motels. Sardfs, at Hollywood 


and Vine, where Charlie Chap- 
lin dined, has become one of the 
many porno theatres. 

Hollywood's decline dates 
back to the late 1950s. when the 
stars moved their homes west to 
Beverly Hills or Brentwood. 
Locals often blame drifters and 
the homeless, drawn to Holly- 
wood's old lustre, for perpetu- 
ating its seedy atmosphere. 

Mayor Riordan is up for re- 
election this autumn and busv 


cultivating the estimated 
300.000 residents, more than 
half of them Hispanic. But 
businessmen and property own- 
ers are determined to lake the 
mayor at his word, fervently be- 
lieving they are owed a piece of 
the rebounding economy in 
Southern California. They be- 
lieve anti-loitering laws have cut 
down down the prostitutes’ 
trade - female on Sunset, male 
on Santa Monica. 



Lost landmark: Charlie Chaplin (right), Paulette Goddard and Tim Durant at the Brown 
Derby restaurant in 1935. The restaurant has since burnt down Photograph: Hulton Deutsch 


City grams have helped pay 
a private security firm to patrol 
Hollywood Boulevard and es- 
tablish ‘'beautification" teams. 
Community groups have plant- 
ed palm trees and surveillance 
cameras around some of ihe 
most notorious drug markets, 
and claim to have cufotf a thriv- 
ing cocaine trade. 

“People are going io be 
amazed in five years.” says 
Lcron Gubler. of the local 
chamber of commerce. “AJI the 
things are in place now. Once 
it happens.ii will be like wildfire. 
We have ihe name Hollywood, 
something that no one else in 
the world has.” 

Ken Scbessler. the 6S-vcar- 
old author of the This is Holly- 
wood, is not convinced. 
“There's nothing they can do. 
They don't want to. Nobody 
cares." he said. 

Though he fell passionately 
in love with the area when he 
first moved to Los Angeles in 
1954, he bitterly remembers 
lost landmarks, such as the 
Brown Derby restaurant, where 
Clark Gable’ proposed to Car- 
ole Lombard, destroy t-d by a fire 
blamed on squatters. 

In the early Seventies, he re- 
calls: “I went up and down that 
street trying to get the mer- 
chants to do something with 
their storefronts . . . Even then 
they were giving up." 


US shift 
isolates 
Britain 
on land 
mines 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Britain looks increasingly iso- 
lated among Western countries 
over its opposition to a total ban 
on the manufacture and export 
of anti- personnel mines after 
signs that the US might shift its 
stance and back the ban. 

There are an estimated 10*1 
million anti-personnel mines 
scattered round the world and 
they toll an estimated 2U.000 
people a year. Twenty-four 
countries have called for a to- 
tal ban. as have ihe UN Secre- 
tary General, the European 
Parliament, the Organisation of 
African Unity and the Pope. 
Last week the Netherlands re- 
nounced the use of mines and 
France recently prohibited their 
production and export. 

Britain and (he US have op- 
posed a ban on the grounds it 
would be ineffective with so 
many mines already in circula- 
tion and because anti- personnel 
mines have a role as defensive 
weapons provided their posi- 
tions are accurately recorded. 

Bui last week the Chairman 
of the US Joint Clu'efs of Staff. 
General John Shalikashvili. or- 
dered a review of the US mili- 
tary's position. He said he was 
“inclined lo eliminate all anti- 
personnel land-mines". Yes- 
terday British diplomatic 
sources played down his words, 
saving the US was unlikely to 
change ib. view that, properly 
used." land-mines were legiti- 
mate weapons of war and that 
the State Department was like- 
ly to oppose any change. 

At the end of Iasi year the 
UN’s review conference on in- 
humane weapons failed to 
agree a ban on anti-personnel 
mines, although it did agree a 
ban on laser weapons designed 
to damage the human eye. 

The conference is due to 
meet amin next month and 
British diplomatic sources said 
they would press for lighter re- 
strictions on the use of mines 
and also for any new mines lo 
be made so they would self-de- 
struct after a certain period. 

The Red Cross, which backs 
a total ban on the manufacture, 
transfer and use of anti-per- 
sonnel mines, and other groups 
say self-destructing mines are 
unreliable and a ban is tHe 
only solution. “It's an all-or- 
nothing position, really." the 
Red Cross said. 

The British government does 
not agree. “'We haven't gone hell 
for leather for a complete ban.” 
a diplomatic source said. 

“In any case, you won't get 
anywhere with the countries 
who are the real problem. It's 
no good having a pious con- 
ference of countries who don’t 
do any harm anyway. What 
wc'rc looking for is practical im- 
prove men t." 

Any ban would only affect 
ami-personnel mines, and not 
bigger, anti-tank mines. 

Anti-personnel mines are 
designed to maim, rather than 
kill, and have resulted in large 
numbers of amputees in Cam- 
bodia and Africa. They are 
particularly dangerous to chil- 
dren and animals. 

Though proper military pro- 
cedure demands that mines be 
laid in marked minefields, most 
of the people who use them - 
including the former warring 
factions in Bosnia - do not al- 
ways bother. 

Britain ceased the export 
and manufacture of anti-per- 
son ne! mines in 19S2. although 
British mines dating from be- 
fore then have been found in 
Afghanistan. 
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Why is the new 400 so enjoyable? Because power steering is 
standard on all models. Because leather and walnut are available on 

the 2.0 litre GS models. 


a patented ‘through bolt’ construction which offers exceptional 
power and fuel efficiency. Because the 2.0 litre T-series engines use 
direct fuel injection and crankshaft counterweights for stunning 
performance combined with superb refinement. 

Because the suspension design and engine mounts are treated 
as a single system, you get precise handling as well as the 
smoothest ride in its class. If youd like to know more about 

RELAX, 

why sitting in a Rover 400 Saloon is one of the most enjoyable rover. 
things you can do with your clothes on, phone us on 0345 186 186. 




MODEL iWDWN J2DL. £IS SIS ROVER 4u0 SALOON PRICES FROM TO £rHS. PRICES. CORRECT AT TIME OF COING TO PRESS. EXCLUDE £528.00 COST OF DELIVERY TO DEALER. NUMBER PLATES AND 6 MONTHS ROAD TAX. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
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After Maastricht: The Inter-Governmental. Conference, starting next week, must rebuild public confidence 



StftAH HELM 
Bnssels 

Tfe last few years have not been 
a hippy time for the EU. Faith 
in he. Union has evaporated 
acres the continent. The thin 
bla* lines on the graphs of 
pubic opinion began to dip 
arotnd 1990, ana have jjg- 
zagpd steacHy downwards. Tb- 
daymly half Europe’s citizens 
ftmtbar country has benefited 
frorEU membership. 

Itis a bad time for the EU, 
and «et it coincides with the mo- 
rn when the 15, member 
stats are set to rewrite the 



^ ga new 

diretion for the. mflle nninm . 

A Europe’s leaders gear up" 
for he Inter-Governmental 
Conerence, to be launched in 
Turi on 29 March, they are 
consibus the crisis of public 
conUence in the EU is worse 
thansver. They talk constant- 
ly of jetting “closer to the citi- 
zen”, and of malting Europe 
“reteanL” Bin there is Httle rea- 
son ti believe the IGC will win 
back support for integration. 
Rathe, it is likely to confuse and 
alieme people further. ■ 

Ony five years ago, John 
Majotwelcomed the results of 
the lai IGC with a triumphant 
“Gaia, set and match." No one 
would claim to regard the 
Maasticht treaty with that de- 
gree o satisfaction today. Horst 
Tfeltsdik, who helped negotiate 
Maasticht as an adviser to 
Helmit Kohl, the German. 
ChanciHor, -admits Europe's 
politic* leaders were wrong 
not to sek greater public sup- 
port fp the treaty at the time. 

“We rare too setf-eonfideut. 
We belived we had the support 
of the ieppIe^"'Mr Tfeltschik 
said. “I was a mistake. We 
should lave ex$ained_wfeatwe 
doag were do- 


ing it more than we did. The 
goals were important and it was 
important to explain them.'* 
Opinion polls only hint at the 
depth of disillusion; there are 
many other indicators. There i$ 
a growing tendency to blame 
Brussels for economic ills and 
loss of cultural identity. The 
media in many member states 
run more and more and-ETJ 
stories, both mythical and true, 
suggesting there is a public 
appetite for Euro-scepticism. 

Ignorance about the way that 
Europe really works suggests 
there is apathy and confusion. 
Only 20 per cent of Europeans 
have heard of the forthcoming 
IGC on Europe, although h is 
billed as a historic watershed. 

The British have always had 
their very- British opinions on 
Europe. But for decades most 
continental citizens took the 
whole project for granted. Un- 
til the 1990s there was, as the 
polbters' jargon describes it, a 
“permissive consensus'" con- 



Happier days: John Major at the Maastricht summit in 1991. Five years on, public faith in Europe has plummeted 


ceming Europe in most of the 
member states. The public ac- 
cepted that integration. in gen- 
eral, wasa good thing, and that 
it was being promoted to pre- 
vent war and produce eco- 
nomic benefits. People were 
largely content to leave the job 
of constructing Europe to the 
political elite without asking too 
many questions. 

In the boom years of the late 
1980s, general approval reached 
a peak. The prospect of the sin- 


Euro-scepticism grows as joblessness rises 


; j&arESSi Unemployment rate'% 

' '12: 



gle market raised high hopes, 
while the dynamism of Jacques 
Delors. the former commis- 
sion president, helped to pro- 
mote an impression of progress. 
The collapse of the Soviet 
Union added to a sense of 
long-term security. 

The downturn m support be- 
gan in 1990 and 1991. before the 
signing of the Maastricht treaty, 
which subsequently became the 
scapegoat for the collapse in 
public confidence. In retro- 
spect, many in Brussels ascribe 
the new disillusion to growing 
fear about the effects of the sin- 
gle market, and suspicion that 
hopes had been falsely raised 
about its benefits. When Lhe 
Maastricht debate gathered 
pace in 1992, Europeans were 
already in a sceptical mood. Re- 
cession. and growing unem- 
ployment. made things worse. 

This scepticism deepened 
when they started to contem- 
plate the new reform pro- 
gramme. Maastricht, more than 
piicviouSj^Eukopean reforms, 
raised 'questions about the 


Priest fights church homosexuality charge 


Nicosia Reuter) - A Greek. 
Cypriot driest acc u sed of ho- 
mosexuality by his church will- 
today ansver rts charges while 
a NotlingEun-based priest has 
derided Usue fife archbishopric 
for libel fir naming him in the 

affair , i 

Archimandrite Pangratios 
Meradis,j9, deities allegations 
of moral mprppriety..Tbe Not- 


' tingham; priest described on 
the charge sheet as a homo- 
sexual is Iakovos Savva, who 
haslet it be known through his 
lawyer that he intends to bring 
libel proceedings. . 

• The threat of legal action 
against the church is the latest 
twist ip an affair that sparked 
some of the worst rioting , in 
ye^ ml^cosia, when Mr Mer- 


adis s supporters besieged the 
archbishopric before being 
dispersed by riot police. 

“We believe the procedure 
[trial] against Meradis is a 
complete illegality. It was based 
. on the testimony of incompe- 
tent witnesses and church rules 
were not followed.” said his 
lawyer Eistathi os Efstatbiou, an 
MP and chairman of the 


parliamentary legal affairs 
committee. 

Two members of the Holy 
Synod have publicly agreed 
with lawyers who criticised the 
procedure against Mr Meradis 
. a taxi driver, as a violation of 
church rules. The two men who 
testified against him and a mas- 
sage parlour owner, have since 
moved to Romania. 
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Serbs stage 
burning exit 
from Sarajevo 


EMMADALY . 

Grbavica 

The pop and crackle of burning 
builds peppered the farewell 
speeches as the Bosnian Serb 
police in Sarajevo lowered their 
flag in a ceremony to mark their 
.withdrawal from Grbavica, a 
front-line suburb reverting to 
government rule today. 

As smoke drifted from hous- 
es burning in the background, 
two dozen policemen in royal 
blue camouflage lined up in 
front of headquarters, for 
speeches lamenting the Serbs’ 
departure and promising their 
return some day. Officials 
kissed the rcd-whtte-and-bhie 
flag, taken down to the strains 
of an old Serb anthem. 

“We are leaving proudly," 
Milorad Katie, the Serb mayor, 
told Ins men. There was a huge 
explosion: the fire set in a 
house nearby by Serbs who are 

S about their losses had 
_ reached the ammunition 
dumped there. 

Similar bangs punctuated the 
afternoon in Grbavica yester- 
day, its desolate landscape of 
grun towerttocks wreathed in 
the smoke of fires set by gangs 
of enraged Serbs. 

Police from the Muslim- 
Orbat Federation are due to 
take control of the suburb at 
6ain today, marking the final 
reunification of Sarajevo under 
the Dayton peace plan. 

The dispossessed are wreak- 
ing their revenge. Italian Nato 
troops in Grbavica have spent 
the past few days rescuing civil- 
ians from burning building, and 
arresting Serb men for arson 
and possession of explosives. 


Unfortunately, Lhe Italian 
commander is under orders to 
turn these miscreants over to the 
Bosnian Serb police. The 
arsonists are then released. 

So it is that Nato tries to keep 
order in the last hours of the 
Serb presence in Sarajevo. 

Ljiljana Bukic wept as she 
watched the flames roaring 
through the rafters of her buiicf 
ing, despite the best efforts of 
her elderly neighbours who ran 
between their kitchens and bal- 
conies hurting water at the fire. 
They managed, without the 
help of the Sarajevo fire de- 
partment, to extinguish the 
flames and save the building. 

“We were planning to stay, 
but you see what is going on - 
Hiller did not do what these 
people are doing,’" Mrs Bukic 
said through tears. “It’s like a 
child’s game.” she added. 

She had heard that some 
men had started the fire in one 
of the flats, but she had not seen 
them. T would have strangled 
them - they would not have had 
to go to The Hague Jwar crimes 
tribunal],” she said. “There 
were children in this building.” 

Mr Katie said: “This is what 
our people are doing because 
they are dissatisfied and because 
of the tragedy that has befall- 
en diem,” he sail “I understand 
why. I have sympathy for them 
because they don't want anyone 
else to five in their house.” 

The Serbs who wish to stay 
are being driven out by propa- 
ganda from their own side. The 
UN believes only 8,000 to 
10,000 Serbs- 10 to 12 per cent 
of the wartime population - 
have remained in the five Sara- 
jevo suburbs changing hands. 


principles of EU membership. 
The 1992 debate invited people 
to ask a fundamental question 
they may not have asked before: 
what is Europe for? The treaty 
failed to answer the question, 
serving only to confuse. .As a 
blue-print for European union 
Maastricht was alienating and 
impenetrable. It was rejected in 
a Danish referendum and was 
almost rejected by the French. 

Since 1992 the indicators 
suggest no return of public 
confidence in “Europe.” Talk of 
seeking a new “European iden- 
tity” has only served to focus 
minds on the lack of any such 
thing. Furthermore. Europe's 
attempts at harmonisation are 
blamed for destroying the iden- 
tities of nations a nd regions. 

• The advocates of EU inte- 
gration argue they are at- 
tempting to lessen the effects of 
“globalisation". But ordinary 
people see the EU as an in- 
strument of that process. “Peo- 
ple once felt they were 
.members of a nation state. 
Now they feel that less and less. 


but at the same time they don't 
feel like members of some- 
thing called Europe," says 
Denis Macshane. a pro- Euro- 
pean Labour MP. 

After the Maastricht disap- 
pointment. it is not surprising 
that Europeans now recoil 
against the prospect of anoth- 
er round of abstruse debate over 
Lhcir future. This IGC could run 
on into the second half of 1907. 
"It is asking a lot of people to 
follow all of Lhis. We are seen 
to be in a state of permanent 
revolution." said a senior offi- 
cial in the European Commis- 
sion. “People are tired of it. 
They jusl don't wanl to know. 
They seem to he saving; ‘Just let 
us be left in peace'." 

Setting their agenda for Turin. 
EU heads of government have 
shown they are aware of these 
concerns. More user-friendly 
concepts are being emphasised, 
such as greater "democracy", 
and “openness”. Subsidiarity, 
the principle under which pow- 
er ought to be exercised at 
supra-national level only w here 
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it is absolutely necessary, is 
once again being emphasised. 
And the European Commission, 
the unelected bureaucracy, seen 
as the real bogey in the public 
mind, is threatened with loss of 
status and power in the IGC. 
There arc also growing signs 
that leaders are frantically look- 
ing for ways to buy public 
acceptance for the new IGC 
programme, with vague promis- 
es of policies for jobs and social 
protection, a greater role for 
national parliaments and 
greater attention to local 
sensitivities. 

So far the public has had lit- 
tle reason to believe the views 
of the “citizens” will he taken 
into account, and the omens do 
not look good. One of the most 
marked findings of recent opin- 
ion polls was that seven out of 
10 Europeans believed lhe next 
IGC ought to be pul to a ref- 
erendum in their country . With- 
out a dramatic upswing in the 
public mood, the results of 
such referendumsare unlikely 
fo be positive. 


Britain 
outvoted 
on beef 
drug ban 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

EU ministers outvoted Briiain 
yesterday and agreed to light- 
en a ban on the use of hormone 
drugs in meat production. Agri- 
culture ministers decided not 
just in retain the eight-year-old 
ban on growth-promoting drugs 
and imports of hormone-treat- 
ed meal but to introduce stricter 
controls, checks and penalties. 

Britain, which opposed the 
original decision to ban hor- 
mones in 1989. stood alone in 
demanding lhaL farmers should 
be tree to use growth-promot- 
ing substances which pir>c no 
risk to human health. Tony 
Baldly- Agriculture Minister 
of State, urged colleagues to 
heed the findings of a panel of 
independent scientists which 
concluded last month that de- 
rivatives of five natural hor- 
mones were safe if used under 
prescribed conditions. 

Britain also warned that 
tightening the hormone ban at 
lhis stage would sour the long 
dispute with the US. which 
permits hormones and whose 
beef exports are excluded bv the 
EU ban. 

Washington has lodged a 
complaint" with the Geneva- 
based World Trade Organisa- 
tion and (he sides are due iu 
hold conciliation talks later this 
month. “This accord dearly 
will not help. It is inopportune” 
said a senior British official. 

US producers say that thanks 
to the ban they "lose SlOUm 
(£6bm) a year in exports. Bui 
the overwhelming view of EU 
ministers yesterday was that 
relaxation at this stage would 
unleash a consumer backlash, 
triggering a potential heef-mar- 
ket collapse. The incidence of 
BSE or “mad-cow disease”, 
particularly in Britain, has led 
to a big decline in consumption: 
legalising hormones would pro- 
voke a further drop of up to 30 
per cent, according to European 
Commission studies. 

The Irish Agriculture Minis- 
ter. Ivan Yates, whose country’s 
economy is more dependent on 
beef than any other EU mem- 
ber. reflected the general mood. 
"We arc determined to resist US 
pressure to do anything which 
would undermine consumer 
confidence in red meat.” 

News analysis, page 13 
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Odysseus Elytis 


West of Sorrow is the title of the 
final collection of poems by 
Odysseus Elytis, published in 
Greek at the end of last year. 
The seven poems of the col- 
lection were apparently written 
as recently as last summer, 
the poet’"! S4th. spent at Pbrto 
Rafti on the coast outside 
Athens. 

Elytis will probably always be 
remembered as a poet of the 
Greek summer and of the 
Aegean sea. His first poems 
date from 1929, and his almost 
annual visits as a young man to 
the Greek islands. In the 1930s 
Elviis quicklv established him- 
self as one of the leading voic- 
es of a generation that included 
his fellow Nobel laureate 
George Seferis. and the prolif- 
ic and politically committed 
Yanois Ritsos. 

His poems of that decade cel- 
ebrated. under the gathering 
shadows of war to come, the vi- 
tality and vibrancy of an Aegean 
landscape and the unharnessed 
energies of man aL its heart. 
The poems of Orientations, his 
first and longest collection, 
published in 1~940. combine a 
paganistic worship of nature 
with the free association and 
ebullient licence of the Sur- 
realist movement, which he 
had himself helped to trans- 
plant to Greece (although 
characteristically he avoided 
defining himself or his work as 
Surrealist). 

This exultation carried the 30- 
yeaj-old Elytis even into the 
Second Wbrjd War, and the hor- 
rors of the Axis occupation of 
Athens, where under condi- 
tions of censorship he contin- 
ued his praise of natural forces, 
undeterred, in his second vol- 
ume. Sun the First { 1943). But 
by the time Nazi troops had ar- 
rived to take over his country. 


Elytis had already had his bap- 
tism of fire. Serving in the front 
line on the Albanian front, in 
the winter of 1940-41 . when the 


solini's invading troops. Elytis 
had already come close to 
death, and he gave form to the 
experience in the sombre but ul- 
timately triumphant “Heroic 
and Elegaic Song of the 
Lost Second Lieutenant of 
Albania". 

In this long poem, published 
in 1945, and in its successor. The 
Arion Esti, published 14 years 
later and still reckoned to be his 
masterpiece, Elytis comes ful- 
ly to grips with the confronta- 
tion of good and evil in the 
world. Life and the creative 
urges that bind man to Nature 
are celebrated in these later po- 
ems. but now they have to fight 
against the dark, against the in- 
human. incomprehensible pow- 
er of “iron and fire". Bui, even 
here, the poeLic instinct survives, 
bloodied but triumphant, 
through the unshakeable bond 
that ties man to his landscape 
and binds both with a stem 
morality which is the order of 
the cosmos. 

After a decade of relative si- 
lence in the 1960s (prolonged 
by the arrival of military dicta- 
torship in his country, and 
Elytis's principled refusal, along 
with many other established 
writers, to publish under those 
conditions), Elytis in the 1970s 
went on to perfect what has 
been termed an "interior lyri- 
cism", an almost pure lyrical 
statement in which words no 
longer refer to the world but in- 
stead create it. This is most fine- 
ly exemplified in the collections 
The Light-Tree and The Mono- 
gram (both first published, out- 
side Greece, in 1971). At the 


Brian Hulls 


Brian Hulls was one of the 
finest news and documentary 
cameramen of his generation. 

It was always immensely re- 
assuring to know that he had 
been assigned to a story, to meet 
him at the airport, or in some 
rotten hotel close to a front line. 
You knew that if there was a pic- 
ture to be had, he would get 
it. But just as important was 
his judgement, his intelligence 
and his nerve. We once had 
the dubious pleasure of run- 
ning together across the old 
bridge at Mostar in Bosru'a- 
Hercegovina while the Croat 
gunmen who had it in their 
sights_werp doing their best to 
destroy it and everything that 
made the mistake of moving on 
it. Hulls's less than intrepid re- 
porter dashed over at top speed 
He trotted behind, calmly pan- 
ning his camera across the 
gorge of the river Neretva and 
the ruins of the city. 

The world has been through 
a lot of pain since the end of the 
Cold War. Brian Hulls was 
usually there to record what was 
happening. I worked with him 
in Saudi Arabia, in Baghdad 
during the Gulf War, in Iraqi 
Kurdistan after it ended, in 
Somalia, in Sarajevo and in 
Mostar. He was a delightful 
travelling companion. He pro- 
duced some of the most mem- 
orable images that have been 
seen on television. 

Hulls was born in 1947 in 
London, and until the age of 
nine lived in Malaya, where his 
father worked for GEC. He was 
educated at Charterhouse Sec- 
ondary Modem School and 
then at the Polytechnic. Regent 
Street, where he met a young 
journalism student called Alison 
Campbell. He had no money, 
because he had spent his entire 
first term's grant on a cine- 
camera. She wasn't put off. 
They married in 1969. the year 
when, after many applications, 
he joined the BBC as a trainee 
film editor. 

He went freelance in 1976. 
That was the only way to be- 
come a cameraman. A Middle 


Eastern television company 
commissioned him to film and 
direct and he travelled all over 
the world. For a while he lived 
in Tehran as a field producer for 
the American network ABC. 
Then, after the fall of the Shah, 
he returned to the region to 
cover the Iran -Iraq war. 

Later in the Eighties, with a 
young family. Hulls had a qui- 
eter life, basing himself in Som- 
erset for the ITV company 
TSW. But the international 
news bug is hard to resist. He 
returned to the BBC in 1990. 
just before Saddam Hussein's 
troops invaded Kuwait. 

Brian Hulls was a quiet man. 
If his colleagues were failing to 
live up to the high profession- 
al standards he set, he could be 
less than monosyllabic, f saw 
him lose his cool only once, 
when a hapless newspaper re- 
porter came between him and 
his craft. Just after the Iraqi in- 
vasion in 1990, we travelled to 
a dusty town on the Saudi 
Arabia-Kuwait border to meet 
a Whiter Miny-ish member of 
the Kuwaiti resistance. The re- 
porter kept objecting to Hulls’s 
moving around the room to get 
a full range of shots. After the 
masked Kuwaiti had left, Hulls 
turned on the scribbler. “When 
you write, do you use commas 
and full stops? Do you follow 
the rules of grammar? The 
shots I was getting were just as 
important.” 

And in case that was not clear 
enough, he offered to lake the 
poor man outside to give him 
a short, sharp introduction to 
the mysteries of television news. 

Impatient reporters and pro- 
ducers who worked with Hulls 
were soon told that good pic- 
tures take time, even when the 
shells are getting a little too 
close and the building, or what's 
left of it, is starting to shake. He 
hated being rushed. He had real 
guts, bur he never took stupid 
risks. He wore his helmet and 
flak jacket when less experi- 
enced men were swaggering 
around in shirtsleeves. He knew 
that war is dangerous (it is sur- 


same time, during the Seventies, 
Elytis returned to the form of 
the long, complex poem that he 
had perfected with The Axion 
Esti. Neither Maria Nefeli 
(1973) nor The Little Sailor 
(1984. but written earlier) 
achieves quite the mastery of 
large-scale architecture com- 
bined with the stinging force of 
minute detail that characterise 
the earlier work, but both have 
earned their admirers. 

At an age when retirement is 
tire norm in most professions. 
Elytis continued to write and 
publish prolifically through the 
19SGs. Among his last work 
The Oxopetra Elegies (1991) 
stands out: a sustained medita- 
tion on death which proclaims, 
with mellow warmth, the supe- 
rior power of poetry, and ex- 
tends the range of Elytis' writing 
well beyond its Aegean home- 
land. to embrace and breathe 
new life into the legacy of the 
German Romantics, especially 
Holderlin and Novalis. 

As well as being a poet, 
Elytis is the author of two large 
books of essays. Curiously, the 
bird that takes wing with such 
lyrical power in verse, turns out 
to be ungainly in the more 
sober medium of prose. Ar- 
resting in their ins igh ts and 
often moving in their declama- 
tion, Elytis’ essays on the whole 
complement rather than illu- 
minate his poems, and are 
often harder to read. He was 
prolific as a translator of verse 
(mainly French, but he is also 
credited with introducing Lor- 
ca into Greece), and from his 
Surrealist friends he learnt and 
never lost the art of photo- 
coiiage, whose method has a 
certain affinity with the bold 
juxtapositions of his poems. 

Elytis became almost a na- 
tional institution in his native 


country, to the extent that ra- 
dio and television programmes 
were interrupted yesterday with 
the announcement of his death. 
This may reflect the greater se- 
riousness with which poetry is 
still taken in Greece than it is 
here. 

But this popularity has an- 
other cause, too. Since the late 
1950s. poems of his have been 
set to music by popular com- 
posers such as MmisTheodor- 
akis, and some were even 
specially written as songs. In this 
way, a poet whose work at first 
sight seems highly individual, 
dense, and complex, has for 
many years appealed straight to 
the heart of people who may not 
often have sat down with a 
book in their hands. The pass- 
ing of Elytis is a testament to 
that disappearing “oral cul- 
ture" that was still strong in the 
Greece of his generation. 

Elytis' international reputa- 
tion goes back well beyond 
1979, when he won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. This has 
been most marked in France, 
where a major exhibition in his 
honour was held at the Pompi- 
dou Centre during the 1980s. 
Elytis’ unembarrassed exuber- 
ance seems to transfer well 
into French, while Anglo- 
Saxon readers (and transla- 
tors) tend to prefer a greater ret- 
icence. However, The Avion 
Esti has been translated into 
English in full, by Edmund 
Keeley and the late George Sa- 
vidis ( 1974, reissued by Anvil 
Press, 1980). Selections from 
Elytis' poetry up to the early 
1970s can be found in The So\'~ 
ereign Sun, translated by Kimon 
Friar (Bioodaxe Bools, New- 
castle, originaDy published in the 
US, 1974) and the Selected Po- 
ems, by various hands, published 
by Anvil in 1981. The Oxopetra 


Elegfes, translated by David 
Connolly, is dne to appear very 
soon. 

Ever since he decided, in 
1936, to abandon his studies at 
the Athens Law School (the 
training-ground of so many 
20th-century men of letters), 
Elytis’ life was dedicated to 
poetry. He was reticent in pub- 
lic about such matters as pol- 
itical affilia tion; he held 

administrative posts in organi- 
sations such as Greek Nation- 
al Radio, and the National 
Theatre, but not for krag. An ac- 
count of his life, apart from his 
work, might well take the form 
of a list of his travels, both m 
Greece and in Europe, espe- 
cially France. His family back- 
ground (his father owned a 
prosperous soap factory; one 
reason, it is supposed, for the 
decision of the young Odysseus 
AJepoudelis to write under a 
pseudonym) gave him the op- 
portunity for this, and so he was 
not obliged, like Seferis, to fol- 
low a career in parallel with his 
life as a poeL 

But Odysseus Eli Lis was no 
poet of the ivory tower. Poetry, 
for him, was not an evasion of 
the deeper responsibilities of 
life; for the poet, he believed, 
poetry is the deepest responsi- 
bility of life. His definition of 
death, from an essay of 1976, 
both shows this, and acquires 
particular poignancy at the end 
of a writing career of almost 
three score years and ten: 
Death is where words no longer have 
the power to generate, right from the 
start, the things that they name. 

Roderick Beaton 

Odysseus Alepoudelis (Odysseus 
Elytis), poet bom Heraklion, 
Crete 2 November 1911; Nobel 
Prize for Literature 1979; died 
Athens IS March 1996. 


Hulls; producing much more than the first draft of history to which reporters aspire 


prising how many do not) but 
he knew too that the only way 
to be really safe is to stay at 
home. 

On the first night of the Gulf 
war Iraqi security guards 
prowled the corridors of the 
Hotel Rasheed in Baghdad, 
rounding up the foreign press 
and ushering them, none too 
politely, to the shelters. Hulls 
hid in some dad: place until they 
had gone, then went back to 
work, filming the Allied air-raids 
until dawn. The pictures he 
shot that night went round the 
world. They were used recent- 
ly in a major documentary se- 
ries. No doubt they will be seen 
again and again in the years 
ahead. Cameramen like Brian 
HuJJsproduce much more than 
the first draft of history to 
which reporters are said to as- 
pire. Future generations who 
want to know how history 
looked and sounded will turn to 


his work long after all the first 
drafts have been thrown away. 

Hulls was a photo-journalist 
who never forgot that a suc- 
cessful day for those who work 
in war-zones was often the 
worst day, or the last day, for the 
people he saw. He would return 
to their families lalerwithout his 
camera, with presents and kind 
words. He never forgot that the 
people he was dealing with 
were human beings, which for 
some colleagues is the easiest 
way of dealing with the suffer- 
ing’ witnessed. One day during 
the siege of east Mostar he was 
filming while the town was be- 
ing shelled. An elderly woman 
staggered out of the dust and 
smoke. Her home bad been hit. 
With great sensitivity and pro- 
fessionalism Hulk kept on film- 
ing while her dying husband was 
loaded on to a fire-engine and 
driven to the charnel-house 
that served as a hospital. He was 


there as the doctors pro- 
nounced the man dead and as 
his widow started to grieve. 

Afterwards he befriended 
the woman and explained why 
he bad been there. On later trips 
to Mostar be brought a few 
things that she needed She was 
touched beyond measure by 
his concern. She told me that 
her husband's death had not 
been in vain, because Hulls 
and his camera had been there 
to record what was happening 
to them and to the citizens of 
Bosnia- Hercegovina. 

After his cancer was diag- 
nosed Brian Hulls fought until 
the end. Nobody who knew 
him expected anything else. 

Jeremy Bowen 

Brian Hulls, cameraman: bom 
London 15 August 1947; married 
1969 Alison Campbell (two 
daughters ); died Clav Hidon, 
Devon 13 March 1996. 




Nobel prizew inn er: Elytis at home In Athens, 1979 
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Ray Cline 


Ray Cline was one of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency's top 
analysis of the Soviet Union. 
Throughout his career he 
fought for the agency to con- 
centrate more on “pure" intel- 
ligence and less on the covert 
operations run by its “Praeto- 
rian Guard", the “Directorate 
for Plans". 

In 1956 Cline derided, cor- 
rectly, that the text of Nikita 
Khrushchev’s famous “secret 
speech” to the Soviet Commu- 
nist Patty’s Twentieth Congress, 
which the agency had received 
from an Israeli source, was au- 
thentic and persuaded Men 
Dulles, the Director of Central 
Intelligence (DCD, to publish 
it in the face of opposition 
from several of the agency’s 
senior barons. 

These men, among them 
James Jesus Angleton, head of 
Counter-Espionage, and Frank 
Wisner Snr, the Director for 
Flans, wanted to keep the secret 
speech secret, and leak out 
Khrushchev's revelations about 
Stalin's crimes a little at a time 
to encourage.the anti-Soviet re- 
sistance in eastern Europe. 
Cline persuaded Allen Dulles 
that it would be wiser to make 
the speech public. 

Cline’s reward was to be 
chosen, along with James 
Bfllington, then a CIA official, 
now a distinguished historian 
and Librarian of Congress, to 
accompany him on an indis- 
creetly publicised world tour. 
One high point came when a 
Hong Kong tailor, summoned 
to make suits for a supposedly 
anonymous American, bowed 
deeply and said, “Thank you, 
Mr Dulles, for your custom!" 

In 1965, when Dulles's suc- 
cessor, the industrialist John 
McCone, retired as the head of 

the CLA, Cline who was Deputy 
Director for Intelligence (DDI), 
was one of several serious 
candidates to take over as DCL 

Perhaps partly for this reason, 
partly because he felt that the 
head of the Agency ought to be 
an intelligence professional, 
but mostly because he thought 


be was an unintelligent and in- 
competent amateur, Gine tan- 
gled repeatedly with the man 
who got the top job. Admiral 
“Red 6 Raborn. ; 

Dine, his cofleagueRictaard 
Helms recorded, “thought: 
Raborn was a horse’s ass and he 
didn’t hesitate to. say so”. On 
one occasion the admiral sud- 
denly discovered that the Chi- 
nese were not getting on well 
with the Russians- Cline, who 
had known this, for years and 
whose department had pro- 
doced more detailed analysis on 
this than on any other single 
subject, could not contain bos ir- 
ritation. When Raborn asked 
Cline to send over any studies 
he had on Sino-Soviet rela- 
tions, Cline asked acidly, “In a 
wheelbarrow?” 

After several bruising con- 
frontations with Raborn, Cline 
asked for a foreign posting and 
became the CIA's bureau chief 
in Frankfort But he had the last 
word. He went to Qaik Clifford, 
the powerful Washington law- 
yer and former Hainan Adnun- 
istration official who was the 
head of the President's Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board 
and to McGeotge Bundy,, hi? 
National Security Adviser, and 
insisted that Raborn must gp. 
President Johnson agreed arid 
replaced Raboxn after only one 
year in office. 

Although essentially an ana- 
lyst, with great expertise on 
the Soviet Union, and commit- 
ted to the importance of intel- 
ligence as opposed to covert 
action, dine could take a robust 
line about the usefulness of ac- 
tion when he saw the need. In 
1964 when the “Samba" rebels 
in Zaire were holding 1,000 pris- 
oners, including Americans and 
Belgian nuns, Cline argued- 
forcefully that the CIA should 
go in “like gangjbusters”. ; 

In rapid successkm he sugges- 
ted “sending in a team through 
the jungle, bombing the .city, a 
helicopter raid and a parachute - 
drop". It was his opposite num- : 
ber Richard Helms, the Direc- 
tor for Plans and as such the . 


covert action chief, 
cessfully counselled 
Cline played an 
role in the Cuban mi- 
of 1962.' AswelTas bjj 
Prescient on his direc 
sessment of the risk 1 
! et missiles winch 
secretly instated in le island, 
dine studied rep 
AmericaDuSecret ag« 

Cuba and personally! 

Cuban refogees. Lie 


its inside 
[ebriefed 


book Secrets, Spies n 
ars (1977), he deferiet 
operations, arguinrfh 
no different from s a 
taoce to countries frinc 
United States. In pa 
he argued that th C 
tempts to cotopen e 
Mafia to assassiat 
Castro were justifi ble 
- “It was not High 
wrote, for the CIAja ju 
Mafia to. loll' C»tr< 
American organist I cr 
cheat es’ “former I iva 
bling empire gave the 
oontacts to Work w s 
a gangland killing noJ 
likely to be attribrixl a 
government”. 

From 1969 to 173 1 
ed- the State I spai 
Bureau of InteDq -nee 
search. Now beaded, 
familiar figure ii W&i 
men's clubs. Afpr hi 
meat he workedori h 
one of the most houg 
counts of secrq inti 
work. 


Bay StdrierClir , } 
enlist, writer am 
Illinois 4 June 15 8;. 
Naval Awdllar C 
tions Centre, tga 
Deputy Directa, of , 
CIA 1962-66; S, ecu 
ihe American '.ml 
1966-69; Direct r, S 
mem's Bureau of 
and Research Jf69- 
WoridPowerSa. Bes. 
University 1973 ftS ;n 
Marjorie WUstn 
ters); died Ai ngtc 
15 March 1996- - 


ted covert 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

CLARINGBOLD: On 7 March 1096. to 
Rachel tnee Chamber*} and 
Andre*, a daughter. Eleanor Peia. 

McWHIRTER: On t March 19%. in 
Philadelphia, to Maureen and 
Graeme, a son. Paul James, a 
brother for Sarah, loin and Ajidrcw. 

DEATHS 

PARSONS: On lo March, peacefully. 
Olive, a^cd 104. Funeral. Thursday 21 
March. Golden Green Crematorium 
at 3pm. Flowers, or donations to 
Amnesty. Enquiries to Malcolm Jones 
& Metcalfe, t0]442j 8645*8. 

SPRINGETT: Jack .Mian. CBE MA. cm 
15 March 1996 aged SO. much knud 
and loving husband, lather ami grand- 
father. Funeral service and celebra- 
tion of fas life on Tuesday 26 March. 
11.15am at Chelmsford Cathedral 
Family Dowers only. Donations if de- 
sired lor Action Aid. c o t Pennack 
& Sons Funeral Directors. 1-3 Mal- 
don Road. Great Baddow. Chelms- 
ford. Essex CM2 7DW. 

For Gazette BERTHS. MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 2011. 


Birthdays 

Miss Ursula .Andress, actress. 60; Sir 
Nigel Broomfield, ambassador to 
Germany, 59; Miss Glenn Oose, ae- 
irevi, 49; Lady Georgina Coleridge, 
journalist. 80, Mr Peter Cotes, the- 
a tricaJ director and producer, 84; Pro- 
fessor Ronald Girdwood, former 
President. Royal College of Physi- 
cians of Edinburgh. 79; The R ighl 
Rev Ronald Gordon, former Bishop 
of Lambeth. 69*. Mr Bryan Hi! drew, 
former managing director, Lloyd's 
Register of Shipping, 76; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Norman King, chairman, 
Bucks Health Authority. 63; Sir 
David Lumsden. former Principal 
Royal Academy of Music, 6& Mr ftml 
■Vlarland MP. 56; Sir Peter Masefield, 
aviation authority, Mr Philip 
Mason, novelist. 90: Lord Plant of 
Highficld. Master, St Catherine's 
College. Oxford. 51; Ll-Gen Sir 
Alan Reay, Chief Honorary Steward. 
Westminster Abbey. 71; Sir Kenneth 
Robinson, former chairman, the 
Arts Council, 35; Mr Philip Roth, 
novelist. 63: Sir Leonard Scopes, for- 
mer diplomat, $W: Mr Bruce Willis, 
actor, 41; Miss Mary Wimbush. 
actress, 72. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Georges de la Tour, painter, 
3593; Tobias George Smollett, physi- 
cian and author. 1721: Charles Wat- 


son Wvntworth. second Marquis of 
Rockingham, statesman. 1730; Joah 
Bates, composer, 1741; Dr David Liv- 
ingstone, explorer and missionary, 
1SL3; Sir Richard Francis Burton, 
scholar and explorer, 1821; William 
Allingham, poet. 1824; AJbcn 
Piokham Ryder, painter, 1847; 
William Jennings Bryan, politician 
and speaker, I860: Sergei Pavlovich 
Diaghiiev. founder of the Diaghilev 
ballet company, 1872: Max Reger, 
teacher and composer. 1873; Sir 
John Hubert Marshall archacoiogisi, 
1876; Joseph Albers, abstract painter 
and poet. 188S. Deaths Thomas 
Killigrew. playwright- 1683: Rene 
Robert Cavelier. Sicur de la Salic, 
explorer, murdered by his own men 
in Texas. 1687: Thomas William 
Daniel], landscape painter. 1840; 
Maty Arming, finder of the first 
Ichthyosaurus fossil. 1347; William 
Henry Playfair, architect. 1S57; 
Friedrich ' Wilhelm Schadow- 
Godenhaus, painter. 1862: George 
Richmond, painter, 1896; Antoine- 
Thomson d' Abba die, explorer and 
scientist, 1897; Arthur James Balfour, 
first Earl Balfour, statesman, 1939; 
Edgar Rice Burroughs, novelist and 
creator of^Tarzun". 1950; Ghcorghe 
Ghcorghiu-Dcj. Romanian prime 
minister. 1965; Stephen Graham, 
travel writer, 1975; Faith Cuthrell 
Baldwin, romantic novelist. !97S: 
Alan Bode!, actor, 1 982. On this dan 


The Rev John White formed the Sew 
England Company in Massachusetts 
Bay. 1 628; the US Senate refused to 
ratify' the Versailles Treaty and the 
League of Nations Covenant. 1920; 
the opera Faust by Gounod was per- 
formed for the Gist time. Paris. 
1859; Sydney Harbour bridge was 
officially opened. 1932; following 
an interna] dispute. British parachute 
troops look over the Caribbean island 
of Anguilla, 1969; Willy Brandt and 
WOK Stoph, heads of West and East 
Germany, met for the first time ax Er- 
furt, 197D. Today is the Feast Day of 
St Alcmund. prince of Northumbria, 
St John of Pamtca. St Joseph (hus- 
band of the virgin) and St LandoakL 

Lectures 

National GaDerv. Alexander Sturgis, 
“Constable (iii); 77ie Hay-Wain ”, 
1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Anna 

Comadim, "Islamic TDes", 2J0pm. 
Tate Gallery: Rachel Barnes, “John 
Everett Millais; the Pre-Raphaelite 
tears and after", 1pm. 

National Portrait GiSny Frances 
Homan, “William Hogarth's ftjitraii 
of William Jones". 1.10pm. 

High gate Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, London N6: Robert ftm- 
sonbv, “The Pursuit of Music", 
7.45pra. 

Royal Society; London SW'l; Pro- 


fessor Sterc Jones. “Has the Genet- 
ic Utopia Azrired?", 6pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Jo Noero, “Gauteng Architec- 
ture”, 630pm. 

University College London, Loo- 
don WC1: Professor Thco Heonans, 
“Translation’s Other", 5.50pm. 

Lancheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Boosor Bt MP, Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a lunch 
held yesterday at Lancaster House, 
London SW1. in honour of Mr Mi- 
hai Popov. Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs of the Republic of Moldova. 

Corporation of London 
The Lord Mayor of London, Mr John 
Chabtrcy, and the Lady Mayoress. 
Mrs Chalstrey, together with the 
Sheriffs and their ladies, received the 
guests at a luncheon held yesterday 
at the Mansion House. London Ed 
cm the occasion of the visit by Mr In- 
gmar IngevuL Lord Mayor ofStocfc- 
hoim. and Mrs Ingevik. Among those 
present were: 

Mr Aici Vifemcrtota. Fum V*c-PraXJcmof 
the Stockholm City Council and Mrs Wm- 
nertwlm; Mb Ewa Tbragrea, Second Vice- 
Prewtau of the Giy Coendl, and Mr StafTon 
Totbewu; Mr Loa-AIw NtUwfl, Amtaasadur 
of Sweden, and Mn Nilsson, Viscount 
Cnigwon; Lori and Lady M t n mtc r j B . Lord 


sod Lady Parser at t Mr Alan 

Bcuh MP; So John and Lady Unr. Sir W fiMam 
and Lad) Young; Sr Jerry Wiggin MP and 
Lady Wijjcm- 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Professor David O’Keefe, Director, 
Centre for the Law of the European 
Union, University College London, 
was the guest speaker at a meeting 
of the Royal Over -Seas League's Dis- 
cusstoflGidc held yesterday evening 
at Over-Seas House, St James's. 
London SW1. His subject was “Cur- 
rent Issues of European Integration". 
Mrs Elisabeth CressweU presided. 

Recorders 

The following have been appointed 
Recorders: 

Saadi Eastern Ctrah: David M. Bcatr Ini- 
go G. Bug; Joseph John Booftty; Marie 
Thetwc Quterson; Sezanne Castes; Rjcnn 
B. Kflooan OC; M.T Danger. Paol 

fWgscnl; Alan £. Greenwood; Sosan Hamd- 
(on OC; Wilier Gareth Fbwkrawnnh: Nigel 
RAtt Loahcrt; David A. La nd au: Timothy J. 
Lmgddlc OC Humlrcy J. Matins; Richard 
G A McCornhe OC; RoJMy G. McKinnon; 
Nefl A. McKinridc Jefiny' V. PfcytocCSearoe 
F. Putman OC Radurd J, Kondeft; Chriso. 

phwlLASaBmqCRaxlaSaivenQCAd- 

drewC Smith QCChrewpberJ. Smyth; Aba 
C SuynoR Michael A. SuppcmtMn QC 
Christopher J. Sunoo-Motiocks Nigel C 
'An do BijL Graham RN. Ware; imdgs E, 
WBm; Hiad E. WOliaaHnti QG AfctSferWB- 
st» QC Michael P. Velum. 
VfetttrsClreBieTaut R. Barclay; Andrew J. 


Barnett; Patrick Rj. C&riww OCRud JJ3. 
Coleridge OC Mark Bans OC Math A. Bw: 
aS QC; Anthony Demin Hope; James Roger. 
Jarvis; Andrew HR. Mairkwi- Cto'ssiopter 
P. Mather, Claire M. Mtatdn. • 


Wills 

Harold Arthur, first Viscount 
Vfatfcnuioo. of BoshanL West Sussex, 
Minister of Hansport 1955-59, and 
Minister of Defence 1959-62, chair- 
man of Cacfinoy Schweppes- Lid 
1969-74, left estate valued at 
£265,996 net. 

Geoffrey Nod, 12th Earl WaJde- 
grave. of Chewtun Men dip, Somer- 
set, former Lord Warden of the 
Stannaries, left estate valued at 
£24)84*263. He left £1,000 to St 
Mazy Magdalene Church, Chew? on 
Meodip. . 

Professor Geoqge Stanley Rnsb- 

brooke, of Gosfinth, Tyne and Wear, 
Professor Of Theoretical Physics, 
Newcastle Unreisity 195 1-80. left es- 
tate valued at £703^77 oeLAfter per- 
sonal bequesb of £5 JS30 and of the 
residue, be’teft to of dm residue 
equally between the University De- 
velopment That of Newcastle Uni- 
versity, Northumberland Wildlife 
Trust, Si James. United Reformed 
Church, Newcastle upon Tyne, -and 
Christian-Aid. 

Dr Graham Ringer Fiber, of Folke- 
stone, Kent, left estate valued at 
£6,702^569 net 
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news 



Why the mafia is into 



The EU ban on growth hormones for cows has created a lucrative black market, reports Katharine Butler 


I t j n l g h i. seem an uni;^ 
product . for the m ? f» a ^ 
interested tru Drugs, sex and 
ganfciing are its usual terrain. 
But snJEuxope; particularly in 
Belgium* the mafia is into 
bee£\ ; „ 

It is not the cows themselves 
that black marketeers are inter- 
ested in k> much as the bor- 
mone drugs that enhance meat 
production. The use of hor- 
mone. drugs in meat. production 
has been outlawed in the Euro- 
peaiL^nfon smceT989. But : 
that blanket ban has helped to' 
create a lucrative and well- 
organised black market 
The organised criminal rings 
that control this trade are pre- 
pared to go to disturbing 
lengths to circumvent the ban. 
Murder; for a starts is not 


beyond them.' A year ago hor- 
mone dealers, put out a con- 
tract on Karel Van Noppen a 
43-year-old Belgian govern- 
ment vet and chief meat 
inspector who led a relentless 
crusade to stamp out hormone 
abuse. 

His widow Mieke recalls the 
death threats, the phone calls in 
the night, the warnings to ease 
off. “1 did not try to stop him 
It was his whole fife, I knew he 
would not stcip” she says. 

; *' Noppen ’s associates 

peheve he was dose to umnask- 
iofT the masterminds of a net- 
work spanning Belgium and 
Holland and probably extend- 
ing into France when he was 
silenced. He was shot at dose 
range just yards from his front 
door. 


Van Xopperi was cot alone. 
Another Belgian vet bad his 
front door peppered with .bul- 
lets. An MEP who has cam- 
paigned against the hormone 
trade has had a petrol bomb 
and a hand grenade hurled at 
him. Other, vets have been 
beaten up. 

Hormone dealing is thought 
to be the second most lucrative 
organised crime racket in Bel- 
gium after drugs. '■ 

Hormone compounds are 
relatively easy to manufacture. 
When injected into animal 
muscle to artificially stimulate 
growth, hormones' can yield 
increases in profits for intensive 
producers by large margins, 
anything from 10 per rent to 
more than double the normal 
profit of about £100 per animal 


The Belgian authorities 
reacted to the murder by 
putting in place tougher con- 
trols. spot checks on farms and 
al abattoirs, and setting up a 
dedicated police unit to attack 
the mafia . A new law has 
brought m fines of up to 
£510,000. 

But the killers have not been 
traced and the Belgian agricul- 
ture minister, Karel Pinxten. 
admitted recently that the 
mafia 's “hard core" is as active 
as ever. 

Consumer groups, spurred 
by a wave of public revulsion 
following the Van Noppen 
murder, have been monitoring 
meat in the- shops and claim 
that as much as 25 per cent of 
beef on sale contains hormone 
residues. Butchers and super- 


market chains are increasingly 
turning to organic producers 
or suppliers able to guarantee 
hormone-free meat. 

Public concern has also been 
mounting in Ireland, which is 
believed to be a key target for 
drug dealers operating cut cl 
Belgium and Holland. 

In 1992 Lhe Irish police 
seized a large quantity of 
banned growth hormones 
when the)’ raided lhe home 
of a senior official in the 
Irish Department of Agri- 
culture. Just last month a 
Tipperary cattle dealer. 
Danny Finning, was shot, 
possibly by an IRA punish- 
ment squad, for trading in 
clenbuterol, the so-called 
“angel dust". Eleven cattle in 
Fanning’s meat plant were 


found with traces of the drug 
in their bodies. Peter Dargan. 
a former president of the Irish 
Veterinary Union, triggered 
alarm recently with a damag- 
ing claim that a quarter of 
Irish beef cattle is illegally 
hormone treated. The claim 
was emphatically denied by 
the Irish government, which 
says its controls show the fig- 
ure is only around 3 percent. 
But privately officials admit 
that the bailie against pur- 
veyors of cocktails like “angel 
dust” and “jungle juice" is a 
long way from being won. 
despite harsh penalties rang- 
ing from fines of fiQfl i.HKl to 
lfi-year jail terms. 

•"We believe the mafia is 
small hut it is effective. .And you 
will alwavs find a minoritv of 


producers ready to take the 
risk," said one Irish official. 

Some critics of the EU ban. 
reconfirmed and tightened by 
agriculture ministers yesterday 
despite British objections, 
argue that Brussels, by choos- 
ing to go against the scientific 
eridence. is playing into the 
hands of the illegal drug deal- 
ers by driving the trade under- 
ground. 

Hormones are permitted in 
the United States. Canada. 
Australia and New Zealand, so 
inevitably some European pro- 
ducers believe they can com- 
pete belter with the "help of ana- 
bolic steroids or similar 
substances. 

Consumers could be at even 
greater risk, the argument 
cues, because users of illegal 


hormones arc using unsuper- 
vised cocktails. They are also 
injecting them directly into the 
flesh of the beast to avoid 
detection, whereas formerly 
they might have been concen- 
trated in the ear or animal 
parts not destined for human 
consumption. 

Some veterinary medicines 
that are legal for treating res- 
piratory conditions in horses 
and pets are also being abused 
as cattle growth promoters. 
Scientists agree that residues 
of these substances could pose 
alarming risks for human 
health but are now wondering 
if the mafia would find a mar- 
ket for them if the “safe” 
steroid hormones like oestra- 
diol and progesterone were 
decriminalised. 


The making of a modern beef machine: how hormones make cows grow fatter 



The cow 


promoters? 


; .In 1980, an Italian school boy allegedly started 
v to grow breasts after eating veaf that contained 
: • a synthetic honriope, ctethylstflbestrot, which 
^ bad feengJwsilD tattle to promote weight' 
gain and inoeese me proportion of lean 
- mttsde. At the thne af the scandal there were 
few controls on .the. 'us&of hormone growth 
: promoters m ratttewtttrfh the EC, within^ r." 

•i year, die stlbenes and stilberie derivatives ~ 

’ were banned ttubiighoutthe EC but there -was ' 

1 no agreement onfiveoteer hormones. Three of 
them are-already. natufallypresent In cattle: 
pestradiQl, progesterone^aod tretosterone;.--' 
awhile two trpnWone.and zeranol are synthetic, 
analogues of the natural hormones.- . ' ; ' 

• lhe drugs, fall' Imp the same genera) class . . ' ' ' ' 

« the anabofic'stwokis whoso human - ' ’’ . ... - f 
■ analogues have been abused by bodybuilders. -ft. 
' The bovine equivalents Increase tee’efffciency ’ 

with whit* cattle converted feed, to muscle.-: - • 
v Because difforept countries were regulating 
; \ the use of growth promoters diffiwent&lbft. ; . *\ : 

< Council of Agriculture Ministers decfttet^Hv.-, *? 

. • 1988 to ban ail growth {Xoradtete.Mr^e^ i, Y 

:Tbe ECialso'barinBdi.the Import of meat" '^T,- 
.produced \ 

die Gatt Unigtt^Rbnndiwas 
: Stipies - 

announced. 

. Union bap ^ " 


SOTS 8 

Earmets^fatveasltBa 
-"needle insHfijpittpthe^ 

- of the ear. 

, SmaH pe8et into.tbft^ear: it 
. JbepeOeiteen^acta as » slow 
-rather fike some.f 
• contraceptiviesi- 
tee honmqr»to«rtBP 
. continually over 


The back 

- Farmers estimate teat they can get a 10 per 
' cent increase In the efficiency with which the 
cows convert their feed Into muscle (meat). As 
a result of the use of hormones end mass- 
production techniques, American beef Is 
1 stgnficicantly cheaper than European. However, 
.some animal breeders believe that similar gains 
can be made by selective breeding “and you 
.'don’t have to pay pharmaceutical companies*. 


The hips 

Animal welfare organisations maintain teat selective breeding 
has already pushed farm animals dose to their physiological 
limits. They warn that the animals' skeletons will not keep pace 
with the accelerated growth provoked by injections of hormones, 
which would trigger literally cnppimg deformities in the legs and 
hips. Such problems have been seen in poultry and pigs. 




The world of beef 

Producer prices for beef 

SWr/kg carcass weight 


_ SSbe liBait :;; 

wttfca Accelerated growth also. Increases the demands on the 

: tfiabase" ^efBmals’ pam systems, according to 

L S" -'. Tr-'-j^ornpasslorr in World _Farmlng. : - 
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wider 

Injections of bovine growth 
hormone produced by genetic engineering have been 
proposed as a means of increasing milk production. 
Although tels is not the subject of tee current 
controversy, it is another area Jn which the EU and tee 
US are out of step. Growth hormone is also naturally 
produced by tee cows, and so arty residues in the milk 
would be Indistinguishable from the real thing. But there 
are reports of increased mastitis (infections of tee 
udder) in cows where the injections have been used on 
an experimental basis. 


The chunk of meat 

Consumers and health officials were worried 
teat residues of the hormones might be present 
in meat after slaughter, with consequent health 
effects, including the possible “masculinising” 
of women who ate meat containing 
testosterone residues. Even before the Italian 
health scare, there had been accounts of 
butchers fathering more sons than average as a 
result of meir exposure to hormones. But in 
1982 a Scientific Working Group under the 
chairmanship of professor Enc Lamming of 
Nottingham University, reported to the 
European Commission that tee three natural 
hormones would not present any harmful 
effects to the health of consumers when used 
as growth promoters. Tne risks to consumers are 
difficult to establish but do not seem to be great 
Never the less Dr Chris Brawn, beef stratear 
manager for the UK's Meat and Livestock 
Commission, says: “We are not talking about 
doubling or quadrupling an animal’s weight 
But producers are conscious of the 'what is 
the consumer going to say about this?' factor. 
If we can't sell it to tee consumers, then there 
is not going to be tee dnve for it At the end of 
the day, political considerations are going to 
drive this one." 


^The fanners 

The administration even of powerful drags that 
are neatly packaged as slow release injectable 
pellets is unlikely to cause an occupational 
health and safety risk to farmers. However, 
there are reports of some European farmers 
adding growth promoters illegally to teed and 
being exposed to dangerous concentrations - 
leading to death in a couple of cases. This 
appears not to be a problem with tee 
hormones but with the powerful drag 
clenbuterol - a ‘beta -blocker" that can cause 
severe heart problems. There is evidence of a 
lucrative black market in Ireland and 
continental Europe for this particular drug. 



*SDR- ’Special Drawing Rigirts\ the IMPs currency measure, 
b3swJ on a basket of the US. German. French, 

Japanese and UK currencies 

Top 10 forecast beef producers 1996 

thousand metric tonnes 

12,000 


10,000 



Exporters of beef to EU 

thousand metric tonnes 

200,000 — 


Non-EU Europe 
Africa 
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DIARY 


Dr Ruth on sex 
and the sabbath 

Dr Ruth Westheimei; the New York 
University professor best known for 
doling out sex therapy with lashings of 
chutzpah on her television show 
(below), has turned 
her attention to the 
Jewish sabbath. It 
is, she tells the 
forthcoming edi- 
tion of the Jewish 
Quarterly maga- 
zine, “by design a 
deeply erotic expe- 
rience.” 

For those who 
may have missed 
this association 
over the past few thousand years, she 
explains: “Making love on Friday night 
is a specific celebration of the imityof 
God’s masculine and feminine 

aspects Almost every custom of the 

Jewish sabbath observance facilitates 
oar goal of fighting each other’s fire ami 
becoming entwined..- The lovers dine 

Thn vtloal hfKFTlTC With uIC 



Those weighing in under 10 stone will 
be afraid to walk the streets in daylight 
hours. What other construction can I 
put on the report of Mr Ashdown’s 
speech, where he pledges to reverse the 
new left’s policies, which “punish the 
thinner but ignore the thin”. 


It’s over Down Under 

Poor jack Cunningham, Labour's 
shadow heritage secretary is having to 
bum the midnight oil rewriting the 
rewrite of bis party's arts manifesto. 
Hie first rewrite occurred after his 
leader Ibny Blair visited Australia and 
was much taken with the then Prime 



Minister, Paul 
Keating’s 101-page 
policy for cultural 
regeneration. Cre- 
ative Nation. This 
could be one of 
Labour's big ideas 
for the next elec- 
tion, Mr Blair told 
his team. And so 
Mr Cunningham 
set about beefing up 
the party's arts policy Now that Aus- 
tralia's voters, with barely a thought for 
Mr Blair or Mr Cunningham, have 
swept Mr Keating (above) Cram office, 
onr own Labour Party has derided that 
a policy associated with yesterday's 
man might not be such a good idea. 




Uj UlUUICUpil. A MV "ti — 

s haring of wine ... When toy are 

to go to bed, the toyas almost can’t help 

but do so in a highly seductive and 
seduceable state of ntiM.” 

Dinner by candkHght, bands touch- 
ing over the sabbath bread; how u®ro- 
mantle of Dr Ruth’s female interviewer 

to interiect: **1 don’t quite see how Sab- 
bath can he erotic On Friday night, 1 
see a very tired Jewish woman.” . 

Perhaps that tired 
been taking Dr Ruth's philosophy to 

heart. 

Lightweight approach 
to crime policy 

As Hie editor of the Guardian 
. endeavoured. to repair that newsp^rs 
reputation for misprints, I tmf ^assume 
tha its. report -yesterday of i*wf. 
Dtans* spring conference is 
and wit can expect an.Onvelhan 
state if Paddv Ashdown comes to power. 



A heavenly way to go, 
pop-pickers ... 

I doubt that Led Zeppelin intended the 
title of their classic rock song “Stairway 
lb Heaven” to be taken quite as liter- 
ally as the disc jockey Alan Freeman 
seems to have taken iL Sixty-eight- 
year-old Freeman, just two years away 
from being radio's first septuagenarian 

S broadcaster, told BBCs Pebble 
how he would like to make his final 
broadcast 

“I would like to think I can go on per- 
haps for another couple of years, and 
possibly have a fatal heart attack and go 
just like that while Tm playing “Stair- 
way To Heaven". I think that would be 
wonderful.” 

Unfortunately, fate has a habit of 
not granting us our dearest wishes. 
Beware a coronary mid-way between 
Kylie Minogue and the weather 
report. 


Screening out violence 

Among the welter of “violence in soci- 
ety" articles that have followed Dun- 
blane, I was interested to see Andrew 
Neil in the Sunday Times sounding off 
against violent films on television. He 
writes: “The violence on British tele- 
vision is less graphic than in the cinema, 
though the Hollywood 'splatter movies’ 
shown at night on satellite television 
are a disgrace that no self-respecting 
adults should watch, much less let 
their children near” 

Quite. I urge that he takes the mat- 
ter up with the founding chief execu- 
tive of Sky TV. Mr Andrew Neil. 


Unhealthy eating 

This sign spotted outside a e harcuterie 
in Brussels may not help your appetite: 
“Buy British Beef here mid jot won’t get 
better.” 



The new Oki 0L600ex leaves other 
page printers in the dark. 

It can produce enhanced pin 
sharp print to 600 d.p.i. using Oki's 
Micro Res 600 feature, has LED 
technology which means fewer 
moving parts so less breakdowns 


and lower service costs, and ail at a 
price of around £399 (incl.VAT). 

This includes a five year warranty 
on the LED print head as well as a one 
year on-site warranty on the printer, 
so the Oki 0L600ex easily outshines 
other comparable page printers. 


People to People Technology 


Eagle Eye 


LET’S TALK PRINTERS: 

0345 414 400 

Monday ■ Friday S. 30- 5.30. An<.wciing scfv.co outside office hours. 
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F rom 1 90 S. new American television 
sets will have to be fitted wilii a chip 
that should allow parents lo censor pro- 
grammes marked in advance by broad- 
casters according to a ratings system. The 
V-chip. as ii Iras' been christened, is now 
heing promoted nearer home. The Euro- 
pean Parliament has declared in ils 
favour. The National Heritage Secretary. 
Virginia Bouom Icy. said yesterday she 
wants to evaluate "it in the wake of the 
Dunblane killings. The maverick Liberal 
Democrat NIP David Alton is threaten- 
in': to amend broadcasting legislation 
unless she is quick about it. 

This is a thorny area. Establishing the 
precise link between violence on television 
and violent behaviour is difficult. Even if 
we accept that there is a link, establishing 
a consensus on a ratings system would be 
tortuous. Agreement might be possible on 
the extremities of fictional violence, but 
then some of the most violent and horri- 
fving films - Seven, for instance - do not 
show acts of violence, just some of the 
res u Ils. Beyond that, agreeing on accept- 
able standards of swearing and sex w ould 
be even more difficult. 

Even more problematic is the way a V- 
chip would be quickly outflanked by 
technology and children's adeptness at 
using it. The technology of communica- 
tions cannot be controlled. It respects no 
national boundaries, social codes or gen- 
erational precedence. Young children 
can programme videos and dial up Web 


pages at the outer limits of the World 
Wide Web with a skill that leaves adults 
in their wake. The new American law is 
alreadv out of date. It may not cover the 
television cards that can turn a desktop 
computer into a television receiver: it does 
not cover the way television pictures are 
becoming available over the Internet. 

But none of this excuses fatalism. It is 
adults who pay for their children's surf- 
ing habits on the Internet. Adults read 
Radio Tones. It is adults who need to think 
more clearly about what is fit for viewing 
or downloading. Welcome efforts are 
already being made to make exploration 
of the internet safer for children by using 
“system invigilators'* that patrol the 
boundaries of /ones which parents might 
judge unsuitable for children. 

As for television, the V-chip can only 
be “another tool” in parents' hands, as 
Lady Howe of the Broadcasting Stan- 
dards Council pul it. It cannot substitute 
for the lime and effort good media par- 
enting require. What it ought to do. how- 
ever, "is open up a debate and help us to 
refine our thinking about suitability, 
about the kinds of violence that young 
viewers ought to be exposed to. 

The V-chip only works if broadcasters 
have agreed a ratings system. One is 
needed, and one a lot more sophisticated 
than the existing 9pm “watershed" or the 
system cinema and video distributors 
use. That is going to be difficult, but it is 
high time a start is made. 


Tightening the net 


C ongratulations to Emma Bonino. for 
pulling her head in the Comish fish- 
ermen's den. The European fisheries 
commissioner's willingness to mend the 
EU’s nets in public Is a model other 
senior Brussels officials should follow. 
She made few converts on the quayside 
in Newlyn. But she said three things that 
arc. broadly speaking, true. First, the ELI 
needs a Common Fisheries Policy (CFP): 
second, il is in the interests of British fish- 
ermen to belong to it; third, the present 
policy has failed and needs to be 
reworked. 

We need a European policy because 
fish wander. There is no point in pro- 
tecting the adults in British waters if the 
piscine children and teenagers are being 
massacred in. say. Dutch waters. Purely 
national solutions do not work. The CFP 
is based on supposedly scientific limits on 
the number of fish that can be caught. The 
permitted annual catch is divided into 
quotas for national fleets. The size of 
those fleets is not restricted. In theory, at 
least, the least productive boats in a 
national fleet should be driven out of busi- 
ness and the industry should find its equi- 


librium. with just enough boats catching 
just enough fish. 

However, in practice, that does not 
happen. Governments pander to fisher- 
men and inflate the catch levels recom- 
mended by the scientists. The policing of 
quotas and net sizes has been inadequate. 
British fishermen were rightly incensed by 
the recent European Court decision 
allowing member states to poach each 
other's quotas by registering fishing ves- 
sels in other countries (“quota-hopping"). 
This makes sense under single market 
rules, but it blows the CFP apart. 

.As a result of loopholes such as this. 
Europe has too many boats chasing too 
few fish. A more effective solution would 
be to impose a much stricter system of 
licensing on boats to restrict the size of 
fleets. This could be combined with a mar- 
ket to auction and then trade the licenses. 
This mixture of EU quota setting and 
market trading for licenses would be 
much more effective in preserving fish 
stocks and managing a more orderly con- 
traction of the industry, thereby helping 
to limit the damage to traditional fishing 
communities. 


Pretty vacant, Pistols 


B ill Grundy would be a happy man 
today. It was Grundy who made the 
Sex Pistols famous in December 197b. He 
interviewed them on a teatime television 
news magazine. They scowled and swore 
and despised him. His affronted impo- 
tence in the face of their disdain symbol- 
ised the shock fell, bv a generation of 
parenis at the arrival of punk. 

Were ii noi for the evident discomfort 
all those safely pins and ripped jeans 
caused Lhe older genera Lion, musically 
mediocre punk may never have taken off. 
Bui in part lhanks to Grundy's evident dis- 
pleasure it was irresistible for many young 
people. If you could shock your parents 
that much, it had to be worth doing. 

Now the Sex Pkiols are back, without 
the sadly departed Sid Vicious. You might 
think Grundy would be turning in his 


grave. But you’d be wrong. The Sex Pis- 
tols are back because they are sad, mid- 
dle-aged entertainers in need of a fast 
buck and all too happy to exploit the com- 
mercial opportunism of a record industry 
that 20 years ago they led a generation to 
believe they disdained. 

At least the Rolling Stones and Status 
Quo have never made any pretence of 
their commercialism. That is part of w hat 
makes them such good acts. But the Sex 
Pistols? Can you imagine all those dash- 
ing chords, timeless songs and pretentious 
words from people old enough to have 
negative equity, lads in private schools and 
personal pensions. They'll probably turn 
up to the gigs in Volvos. 

No. this is Bill Grundy’s revenge. For 
the Sex Pistols have returned as Bill 
Grundy: well, almost. 






u One of my clients is a politician , and all he wants to do is come back to my place, and I have to ask him for a referendum! 3 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


After Dunblane: questions for the media 
and an answer to critics of gun clubs 


New jobs for old NHS chiefs 


Sir. Do we really need to have Sir Perhaps, before condemning 
every minute detail of the Dun- the shooting sports, people 
blane tragedy emblazoned across should attend a match, and see 
numerous pages of our newspa- what shooting is really about 
pers? Others may be desensitised They will see none of the likes of 
enough to cope with every grue- Thomas Hamilton, just ordinary 
some detaiL I struggle simply with citizens having an enjoyable day 
the bare facts. out. One of the first things they 

Every child l see 1 worry about, will observe is the strict" safety 
1 have refused to watch TV pro- rules, and the responsibility and 
grammes whose theme is murder, care every shooter displays to 
shooting and violence, for how those around him or her. 
can I watch these “entertain- Shooting is one of the least 
meats - when f amili es in Dun- aggressive sports. It does not 
blane are living through the real- promote the use of physical force 
ity? ~ towards any person. Men and 

Are you reporting responsibly? women can compete on equal 
Or are you indulging in a jour- terms, and people have been 
nalisra which lowers itself to sen- known to continue competing 
sationalising violence in a society well into their seventies, 
which already encourages people Shooting teaches children 

to fill their minds with these attentiveness, and respect for 
horrors? rules and other people. An 18th- 

Kathkyn Wiggins century Swiss writer described 
Reading. Berkshire shooting events as “a school of 
morals for the young". 

uror at Dunblane What happened at Dunblane 
me example of an was tragic, but in a society where 
» there is tension people are presumed innocent, 
lie and media inter- there will always be some dan- 
ru instances and the gerous individuals on the streets, 
acy of those caught In our helplessness, we try to alle- 
ged} - . viate our desperation by looking 

occasions would it for someone or something to 
»le for the media to blame. That is all gun control will 
ding arrangements ever be. 
e news-gathering Philip Cook 

reducing to a rea- Thornton Heath, Surrey 


Sir: The horror at Dunblane 
seems a prime example of an 
event where there is tension 
between public and media inter- 
est in the circumstances and the 
right to privacy of those caught 
up in the tragedy. 

On such occasions would it 
not be feasible for the media to 
agree to pooling arrangements 
whereby the news-gathering 
was shared, reducing to a rea- 
sonable minimum tbe numbers 
of visiting journalists and 
photographers? 

Bernard Payne 
Chester 

Sir: I am shocked by Dr Jane 
Fair-weather s letter 06 March). 
Opening your paper on Thursday 
morning and seeing those rows of 
happy faces brought home to me 
the full horror of this monstrous 
act as nothing else could have 
done. 1 broke down and wept. 
One cannot comprehend the 
grief tbe berieved families are 
going through. I cannot believe 
that your photograph of class Pi 
could have caused any more 
stress than they are already 
suffering. 

John Baker 
London SW13 


Sir Amid the shock generated by 
lhe Dunblane killings, we should 
not make the mistake of seeing 
these as a rare eruption of incom- 
prehensible evil. 

Those of us who work in men- 
tal health services are faced daily 
with patients whose problems 
have their origins in cruelty and 
sexual exploitation experienced 
in childhood. Time and again, 
one hears stories of appalling, 
remorseless abuse. Childhoods 
are destroy ed and adult survivors 
cany a bitter legacy of pain, 
betrayal, guilt, loss of self-worth 
and repression, fn some, the 
emotional consequences are 
intolerable and the result is death 
by suicide. Such evil takes place 
every day in every part of this 
country, often behind facades 


The truth ... or the French translation 


D id you know that there is a mid- 
Channel language half-way 
between France ami England which 
is a mixture of French and English? 
Nu. it is not Franglais - indeed, it 
is as far from Franglais as it is pos- 
sible to get. being interned hv and 
approved of by the French. 

Let me put it another way. I 
received a letter with a French 
postmark the other day from the 
Marquise de MacMahon. a lady of 
whose existence 1 had been unaware 
until that moment. It was in no 
sense a personal letter, as she seems 
blissfully unaware of my existence 
outside a mailing list and merely 
wants me to buy some uf her wines 
by mail order. In fact, the letter 
started with the most impersonal 
opening possible, namely “Dear 
Sir. dear Madame". 

Let me quote some more. 

“Dear Sir. dear Madame. The 
earth slowly comes to life again, the 
green spikes of our daffodils show 
streaks of yellow, the vines are 'cry- 
ing* from iheir final pruning. Sym- 
bolic for a religious Easter, with all 
nature bursting with new energy and 
promise for the year ahead. 

“We are moving into the Chinese 
year of the Rat, a year that promises 
prosperity. 1 hope this includes 
grape harvests! The 1996 vintage is 



already formed within the eight 
tiny buds along each pruned vine 
stem. 

“The warm wet winters and 
springs we have been having these 
past few years do not help eliminate 
the various nasty creepy-crawlics 
or fungi that menace our vineyards. 
Fortunately, vfgnerons are inspired 
by the eternal cycle of hope and faith 
inhercat in any kind of agriculture: 
every year the crop is going to make 
the best rnilleiime this century!" 

“Air the wines a little to allow the 
full savour* and nose to develop. 
Don't ice the bottles, just bring them 
straight up from your unheated cel- 
lar or pantry, uncork, and. as they say 
in the southern US. Enjoy! Order 
now and stock up for all those spring 
festivities. Easter egg-hunt lunches, 
god-daughters' confirmations, 
nephews' weddings.... Or just relax 
after a hard morning digging the 


herbaceous border with a well 
deserved glass of delicious 
Burgundy.... “ 

The language in which this letter 
is written is one that no English per- 
son on earth has ever written or spo- 
ken. It is translators English, a lan- 
guage that is so tied to the language 
of origin that a perceptive reader 
could 'immediately identity which 
foreign language is being trans- 
lated' from, even if words such as 
ligricron and millesime had not been 
left untranslated. 

This letter from the Marquise is, 
beyond any doubt, a literal transla- 
tion from French. Only the French 
can so easily go into overdrive in the 
first sentence of a letter. “The earth 
slowlv comes to life again, the green 
spikes of our daffodils show streaks 
of yellow, the vines arc 'crying* 
from their final pruning." 

In English it sounds ridiculous, 
but in French it sounds impressively 
orotund and semi-poetical. Or, to 
put it another way. ridiculous. 

Of course, what is obvious about 
this letter is that it has been trans- 
lated. not by a native Eng’isfc- 
speaker. but by a French person. 

A native English -speaker would 
never say that insects are "menac- 
ing" our viney ards. “Menacer" is the 
common word in French, bul in 


English “threaten" is the common 
word and “menace” is slightly 
archaic. Nor. I think, would we use 
a jokey word like “creepy-crawly", 
nor would we say that fanners “are 
inspired by the eternal cycle of 
hope and faith." Nor would we 
leave untranslated words such as 
■* vigneron " and “ millesimc A 
vignerort is a wine-grower, so why 
not say so? Does it sound more 
impressive in French? 

And it is assumed that we know 
what a “ millesimc " is, but I have to 
admit that 1 didn't know the word. 
So I looked il up. And it means 
“the year of manufacture" or “vin- 
tage". The French don't have a 
w ord as generally useful as our vin- 
tage. Our word “vintage" obvi- 
ously covers everything covered in 
French by different words like 
"cm" and “ millesime " and ~ an nee 
Jf belle recoltc " but the French 
don't know this, so they prefer to 
use their own word "/ni'fle.wnt’” 
even though we don't know whut it 
means. 

Put it another way. A proper Eng- 
lish translation of the original 
French would go like this: “Dear 
customer. Well, spring is here again 
and with any luck we’ll have a good 
harv est this year, so I am enclosing 
our list of this year’s prices ..." 


of impeccable respectability. 

It seems likely that Thomas 
Hamilton was a paedophile 
whose depraved Justs grew in 
strength over many years. In 
many individuals of this sort, 
such desires and the capacity to 
exploit others are fed by a diet of 
degrading pornography. . 

The events in Dunblane high- 
light our widespread failure to 
protect women and children from 
the depredations of psychopathic 
males. The response might begin 
with an immediate crackdown on 
child pornography and a severe 
drawing-in of the.boiind&ries of 
what is acceptable in adult 
pornography. Those who commit 
sexual offences against women 
and children should face harsh 


Sin I see that we, the taxpayers, 
.can expect a bill approaching 
£lm for buying surplus senior. 
NHS executives out of their con- 
tracts. Surely there is a better 
way. 

. One possibility' is some form of 
training, to equip them to (Jo a 
better managerial job in fuiurein 
the NHS. Ideally I would suggest 
they work out their contracts as 
hospital porters - a post front 
which they wfll see the realities of 
the NHS with new eyes. Sadly, 
they would probably argue 
that this constitutes constructive 
dismissal. 

Alternatively, -they should be 


formed into a committee with 
die remit of negotiating for peo- 

S le in their position to leave the 
FHS with no more than six 
months* pay in lieu of notice. 
They would be dealing with their 
peers, and could hardly deny 
that this is a challenging task. It 
should be clearly understood 
that failure to reach such an 
agreement within three months 
would be indicative of incompe- 
tence to hold office at their level, 
and render them liable for dis- 
missal without notice. ' . 

• •’ Dr. "A M Holme 

■ • • Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands 


pornography. Those who commit N() DOmt fa technology at SChOOl 
sexual offences against women . - 

and children should face harsh. Siri-Mike Heath, director. Gen- that the foundation of all the 
and long sentences rommeHSu- era! of the Engineering Council, engineering disciplines is science £ 
rate with the damage which thev- ^beUev^jha^ -and mathematics. Until adequate ” 
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in Brilam’sschools will improve standards in these subjects are 
Dr JS CallendEA our engjneeringbase, onwhich achieved in - our schools tt is 
- . Aberdeen he feels our economy depends absurd to attempt to teach chii- 


Sir From different reports in 
your coverage of the Dunblane 
tragedy (15 March) I quote two 
paragraphs. 

"ft’ lice told the Scottish Sec- 
retary privately that they had 
concerns over Hamilton, but did 
not have enough evidence to 
prosecute.” 

“Last year. Central Scotland 
Police gave Hamilton a firearms 
certificate for a 9ram pistol and 
a 375 revolver, and at the same 
time, authorised him. to buy two 
more similar weapons." 

Is this the same police? 

Michael Green 
Wo king ham, Berkshire 

Sir: I was disgusted to read in 
Colin Brown's report (16 March) 
that “senior Conservative Party 
figures were dismayed at John : 
Major’s joint visit with Tony Blair | 
to the area [Dunblane]" and that. 
“Conservative sources were furi- 
ous because they fell it gave Mr 
Blair a political bonus”. Can 
these Conservatives be named, so 
that they may be for ever vilified 
by decent British citizens of all 
parties? 

John Cresp 
London SW1 

Save Baltics from 
Russian power 

Sir. The present discussion on 
spheres of influence in Europe 
(“ ‘Silk Curtain’ cuts Europe in 
two once more". 16 March) 
strikes the Baltic states with hor- 
ror and trepidation. Under no 
circumstances should the West 
agree to the creation of any arti- 
ficial boundaries in Europe to 
placate Russia's military. This 
would only encourage the non- 
deroocratic elements in Russia to 
demand further increases in their 
sphere of influence. 

U is not Russia’s prerogative to 
dictate to nations how they 
should evolve and it would be 
much better for her to seek solu- 
tions to her own deep internal 
problems. . . 

Between the wars, at the time 
of their independence, the Baltic 
peoples achieved remarkable 
prosperity, which was lost during 
Soviet rule. They must have the 
right to decide on their own 
whether or not to join the EU or 
Nilto. 

Peteris Termams 
London SW16 

Post tetters to Letters to tbe 
Editor, and indede a daytime 
telephone number, (fox: 017]- 
293 2056; e-mail: lettersw 1 
mdependent.co.ak) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


(Letters, 16 March). . 

I understand that there is a 
looming crisis in the health ser- 
vice due to a predicted shortage 
of GPS. Does Mr Heath, feel we _ 
should be teaching our children ' 
how to diagnose Ufa ess and pre- 
scribe treatments? 

As an engineer myself I know 

One nation in 
front of the TV 

Sir:. Jeffrey _Richards asserts 
(“BBCs voice of two nations”, 13 
: March) that the success of two 
apparently different BBC dra- 
mas. the gritty Our Friends in the 
North and the romantic Pride- and 
Prejudice points to a country with 
polarised tastes and attitudes. He 
looks back to the fifties and a 
Reilhian BBC which “cemented 
the nation with a unitary voice”. 

It is not far-fetched to maintain 
that a broadcasting monopoly 
could happily bond a class-ridden 
society made up of avaricious 
consumers, jealous trade unionists 
and angry ieddy-boys? The Fifties 
reality, of course, was anunbappy 
compromise of viewers completely 
unspoilt for choice and sitting 
around what were often BBC-only 
television sets watching pro- 
grammes of little interesL 
Were the audience profiles for 
Our Friends and Pride and Preju- 
dice that different? Both were his- 
torical dramas: one began with 
sex and the promise, of more to 
come, the other captivated view- 
ers with the eventuality of sex. I 
suggest that far more viewers 
than Professor Richards might 
imagine were riveted to both. ■ 
George Fisher 
Broughton, Cumbria 

Train beats car 

• Sir. For some twenty-five years as 
commuter I have driven the 20 
miles to central Loudon and each 
year the queues get longer and 
the serious incidents more regu- 
lar and it becomes accessary (o 
leave that few minutes earlier to 
avoid this, distance taking up to an 
hour and a half. 

Uoulnow. I have discovered the 
train, a fast and efficient chariot 
galloping across the countryside 
and trotting 1h rough the suburbs 
to decam me within the Square 
Mile unflustered and content 
The only drawback is the 
expense. Even agafast my thirsty; 
limousine, it is more than twice the 
cost There must be a case for the 
Government to subsidise public 
transport, tohdp the environment 
and massage our tempers. ■ ; 

• FWilsqn 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire 


absurd to attempt to teach chil- 
dren the vocational subjects that 
depend on them. The place for 
vocational teaching is in colleges 
and universities. Even these can- 
not succeed unless students arrive 
from the school system ade- 
quately prepared. 

: Ian Quayle 
Helensburgh, Strathclyde 

Employment law 
out of date. 

Sin Dr John McMullen is right to 
remind US that unfair dismissal 
protection was introduced to 
offer people a “civilised ” way of 
dealing with a problem, rather 
than through industrial action 
(“Size really doesn't matter to 
workers' 5 , 13 March): 

'Removing employment rights 
from millions of people c ann ot be 
the best way of relieving job inse- 
curity, or producing a “feel-good 
factor”. The consequences for 
social cohesion, when firms are 
able to gene rate rising profits with 
fewer people, have not yet been 
fully explored. Working arrange- 
ments are increasingly so diverse 
and flexible that the time has.^. 
dearly come for a fundam ental 
review of em ploymcn t legislation. 

Tony Morgan 
. Chief Executive 
The Industrial Society 
London W7 

Fighting flab? 

Sin Your report on die “disease" 
of obesity (13 March) describes 
the Body Mass Index -(weight in 
kilos divided by. height in metres 
squared) and says a person with 
an index over 25 is considered 
•Overweight, and over 30 obese. 

For the Bnmo/’Iyson fight on 
Saturday, Bruno weighed in at 
III kflps with a height of 1.91 
metres- an index of 30.43. Tyson, 
too, has an index above 36. Are 
these superb athletes obese? 
Clearly other factors are impor- 
tant in making medical judge- 
ments about body weight. 

Charles Loving 
Newport, Isle of Wight 

Reclaim cities ■ 

Sin Our town and city centres 
already have too -many shops 
and offices (“The one-stopshopx 
per comes one step doser”. B? 
March). The current business 
exodus gives an excellent oppor- . 
rturnty to return the centres to 
their proper role - a place for . 
people to live, -not just to "visit 
between 9am and 5pin. V 

Len PaRRJCX 

.' Leeds 
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.raaay s libertarian mission 

1)16 Lib Dean leader’s speech, which scorns the puritanical zeal of new Labour, is a breath of fresh air 


uue whig n ash: i t was made bv 
Paddy AAfariL This is deflaKot 
because Ashdown is a secondary fi p. 
£* at Wespmsier, thcmgh he & bit 
- ta “P tetes made some interesting 
speeches before; indeed, being “Inter- 
esting’' * one of the Liberal Democ- 
rat leader’s more dangerous hobbies. 


w penmenT was being destroyed. 

out, whereas most politicians adopt 
a mourcM or reactionary posture 
when confronting this thougfatTAsh- 
aown sounded DositiweiwchwSIr.-TT^ 


speechesbe&reiindeed, being-inter- 

estmg is one of the Liberal Demnc ^ D01 qmie dead ’ 

rat leader’s more dangerous hobbies. SKU* feeL the age of the 
He is treated atrodooslv by the rati ' 

itical Site - mocked, sneered a^never beguming of the end 

taken seriously. The other 

regard him as “pious" by whrchtliev Conservatives, he said, were 

n^outspoken,disdaiSilandiiS! Jv nymg 



Q'^olMfl^disd^nful and insuf- 
ficiently respectful of their- authority. 

And indeed, be is in many wavs mere 
nke a political commentator than a 


ANDREW MARR 


Ashdown seems 
intent on becoming 


round the muAuytalSj to oeoSS ^'sponspred morality- 

MiMlWi52!5SS££ 


to make Britain ever more free-mar- intent On becoming 
Kei, a smaller version of the United 0 

Md widenin s ‘differently popular* 


saturates tmnsett m the anti-Westnmi- 
ster atmosphere. His wife once told me 
that she had been rung up bn? at night 
^ the Liverpool police towam berthat 
somebody was impers onating y r bus- 
band, loitering in a dangerous and 
drug- infested area of the city with a 
crowd of Rastafarians. “That’s my 
Baddy," she instantly replied. 

But his very isolation from the 
main currents of Westminster has 
enabled .Ashdown to think widely and 
speak with rare freedom. His weekend 
speech was typical of his best in being 
thought through, vivid, provocative 
and even, in lcey parts, plausible (thus 
breaking every important rule of con- 
temporary political rhetoric). 

Briefly pat, it started with the famil- 
iar thought that globalisation and indi- 
vidualism had between them changed 
our world. The old model of politics, 
by which “governments could, by and 


S®P°re . The real answer, however, 
was a politics based round “self-reliant 
individuals", a politics of education, 
reform and tolerance. 

Thus far, the speech pursued tra- 
ditional Libera] tactics, painting the 
two big parties as extreme, and 
proposing a "sensible" middle-of-the- 
road alternative. However, when Ash- 
down listed the . policies his individu- 
alist party was actually committed to, 
they sounded identical to new 
Labour’s. On education, support for 
small business, long-term investment, 
welfare reform, constitutional change, 
this was a speech that could have been 
made by Tony Blair. 

It was omy when he tuned to 
morality and power that Ashdown 
sounded a truly different note, laying 
savagely into Jack Straw’s censorious 
approach to idlers, sturdy beggars 
and other undesirables. 


The emphasis on people’s respon- 
sibilities; rather than their rights, 
begins well enough, he said. “But it 
ends by telling people how to live their 
lives - by limiting freedom of speech, 
by spot fines for chewing gum and 
neglecting to pull the lavatory chain. 
It ends in policies which prarish the sin- 
ner but ignore the sin.” 

Attacking new Labours illiberal 
streak would be less impressive, bad 
Ashdown not marked his parly out by 
taking some brave specific stands, 
notably on gays in the military. This is 


ernes and other issues, the Liberal 
Democra ts here show themselves gen- 


uinely principled. 
We don’t vet hai 


We don’t yet have a word for it, but 
there is a code that reverses some tra- 
ditional teaching, yet is clear and 
principled itself. It abhors homopho- 
bia rather than homosexuality. It 


rejects beliefs about women, racial dif- 
ferences, Hell and sin that underpin 
Judeo-Christian teaching, ft is “lib- 
eral" in a way that owes more to 
Bloomsbury and Marlin Luther King 
than Gladstone or Adam Smith. 

More than economics, voting 
reform or localism this provides the 
core belief-system of the Liberal 
Democrats. Ashdown spoke of a soci- 
ety that would “encourage diversity- ... 
accommodate different lifestyles be 
heedless of gender or sexual orienta- 
tion. It will celebrate experimentation. 
And it will value pluralism and the 
wide richness of ethnic traditions and 
cultures in Britain today.” New 
Labour would agree, in principle, ret 
never use those words. That is not the 
enthusiasm of the communitarians 

and social moralists of the left, search - 
ingfor security in a turbulent world. 

There is an important division open- 
ing in politics between individualism 
and community', between freedom and 
security, between those who stress 
rights and those who stress duty. It is 
not a normal left-right division. It zig- 
zags through the Labour Party and 
through the Conservatives. Both have 
libertarians and moralists in their ranks. 

It fractures the uncommitted major- 
ity of thinking society, too. It is very 
much a thing of our uncertain, 
harassed times. It could be caricatured 
as the division between people who 
enjoy Tarantino films and people who 
worry about them, or between natural 
born’ rebels and natural magistrates. 

And the rebels have cast Blair and 
Jack Straw as the villains of the drama, 
puritans whose instincts are as author- 
itarian as Oliver Cromwell's. At one 


level, Ashdown's speech could be 
summarised as “the Lib Dcms equal 
Labour minus Straw". 

In fact, both Straw and new Labour 
generally are about much more than 
populism. There is a wider yearning 
for security, order and greater social 
trust that is fell on the streets and 
preached by economists, think-tanks 
and intellectuals. It is not the centrally 
imposed morality that Ashdown 
attacks, but it certainly is a response 
10 his twin forces of globalisation and 
individualism. 

And the Liberal Democrats are 
against it. After their Nottingham 
conference they look ever more like 
the libertarian party- in British politics. 
This is probably a niche market, but 
it is a very important niche for some- 
one to SLand in. 

As a bit of a puritan myself, I am glad 
that Ashdown is standing there. We are 
undergoing that dreary narrowing of 
the political agenda that precedes a 
general election and he is a cheering 
addition to the game. At least some of 
what be says doesn't seem calculated 
for party advantage. Indeed, after Not- 
tingham. he seems intent on becoming, 
in the appropriate jargon of political 
correctness, “differently popular”. 

.And if a Labour government ever 
was dependent on Ashdown votes, we 
know what sort of influence he'd 
aspire to be - in the darkest watches 
of the night and the darkest comers 
of Whitehall he would be a safeguard 
against iiliberaJism or authoritarian- 
ism. These days, the Labour left wor- 
ries desperately about the prospect of 
having to share power with the Lib- 
Dems. I really can’t see why. 


Big Brother buys our loyalty 

Shopping smart cards are being used to gather information on our personal lives. Do we care? 


M y life has changed. I am known 
as never before. My movements 
and habits are tracked, implicated, 
counted- Electronically, I am watched 
by British Airways BT, Shell the 
National Westminister Rank, even, 
weirdly, by John Meades. 

. These companies have bought my 
acquiescence in this surveillance by 
offering me the magic of Air Miles. 
Soothingly, respectfully, they say: 
look, you buy petrol make phone, 
calls or use credit cards anyway, so 
why not use ours? It’s a painless, cost- 
free decision, and. to rewardyou for 
makmg it, we will give: you. free air 
travel the supreme Inxiny . of the 
modern world. ... .. . 

How could I resist? Anything other - 
than Shell petrol is now unthinkable •• 



BRYAN APPLEYARD 


and my Visa and American Express 
cards languish unused in my wallet. 
For the moment I can think of noth- 
ing I wish to buy at John Menzies, but 
I will. 

This is an, of course, made possible 
by information technology. Ido almost 
nothing new, yet quantum- physics 
and silicon chips ensure that the 
things I habitually do are automati- 
cally logged and rewarded. We note 
this’ newly discovered phenomenon of . 
your loyally, say the companies, and, , 
electronically, we embrace you, we 
love you. 

And loyalty is what they call it, 
even though I have, in reality, been 
bribed and feel no moral or emo- 
tional commitment to Shell as 
... opposed to BP, Nat West as opposed ■ 
•wto Am ex. I’m just in it for the Miles. 
But the companies don’t mind; loy- 
alty to them means only mindless rep- 
etition, they require no movement of 
my soul, no careful consumer assess- 
ment of their goods. 

Loyalty marketing - sometimes 
r~a\\pA l even more intimately^ “rela- 
■ tionship marketing" - is the Big New 
Thing in corporate thinking. It has 
begun to infect almost every transac- 
tion down to the most fleeting- Bey a 
coffee these days and the caf6 wvD 
probably offer you _10p off the next 
latte or cappuccino, just to make you, 
in commercial terms, “loyal". 

But the real loyalty action is hap- 
pening in the big corporate computer 
databases. These have given compa- 
nies the power not just to know peo- • 
pie, in general, but people in particu- 
lar. Take up Tfesco’s loyalty card and 


I t is time that Britain, which has 
been a leader in restricting the 
trade in anti- personnel mines, set a 
long-term goal of establishing an 
international ban on this weapon. 
The major military powers can prob- 
ably live without weapons whose mis- 
use claims up to 26,000 victims ayear, 
the majority of them civilians. There 
are, according to the UN, about 110 
£ullfcra of these mines scattered m 64 
countries. Tbugh action must be taken 
by countries such as Britain, with a 
commitment to humamtarianism. 

The call for a ban comes notsim- 
ply from peace campaigners. Ati the 
weekend. General John Shalftashvih, 
chairman of the . US Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, was reported’.to have said that 



somebody at head office will know 
exactly what you buy; idly allow your- 
self to be hooked into Heinz’s system 
and you will receive a magazine speci- 
fically edited to respond to your per- 
sonal buying patterns. 

The fust effect of this new power 
is to expose the appalling inefficiency 
of traditional advertising. However 
big a brand — Coca-Cola, Guinness, 
Heinz Baked Beans, whatever - the 
reality is that it is actually bought by 
only a small minority of the total pop- 
ulation. Yet the usual advertising 
approach is to shout at, cajole or 
wheedle everybody. Inevitably, any 
such ad will be wasted on the over- 
whelming majority of its audience. 
But relationship marketing is a magic 
bullet that targets only those who are 


genuinely likely to buy or have already 
bought. 

It is also a way of getting round one 
awkward fact of modern life: most of 
the stuff we buy is so utterly banal and 
undifferentiated that ordinary adver- 
tising has lost its persuasive power. 
This even applies to some thing as 
apparently exciting as a car. Consider 
the two TV campaigns now running 
for the Peugeot 406 and the Vauxhall 
Vectra. The first suggests that the 406 
will help you to “search for the hero 
inside yourself" and the second 
implies that the Vectra is a futuristic, 
sd-6 vehicle miraculously available 
now. Yet both are utterly duU mid- 
range saloons, indistinguishable from 
the competition. The rhetoric of these 
fabulously outdated, hugely incom- 


petent ads looks absurd. We care for 
neither car since we know the claims 
to be meaningless. 

Clearly, traditional advertising will 
continue. The Peugeot and Vauxhall 
ads may make dealers feel good and 
may provide some rather tenuous 
reinforcement for people who have 
bought one of these bland runabouts. 

But on the whole, it will have to 
change. The big traditional branding 
successes of recent years - Nike, 
Orange, Tango, Microsoft - have been 
based on a deliberate avoidance of 
such crudity. Instead, they appeal to 
the young and zany (Tango), the 
seeker after authenticity (Nike), the 
globalised loner (Orange) or the tech- 
nologically anxious (Microsoft). These 
are personalities that appear true 


mines are everyone's enemy 


he is nowindined to support a total 
ban on anti-personnel land-mines, 
His statement echoed the view of 
many countries and the Red. Gross. 

Until now the US and the UK have 
taken a more measured approach’ by • 
halting expo r ts and seeking . to 
strongmen legal controls regulating 
the use of mines. But this may not be 
enough to galvanise international 
action to deal effectively with a prob- 
lem that worsens by the day. 

Mines continue to he laid m large 
numbers. About half of those m/ured 
die of their injuries, while most of the . 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Terence Taylor 

survivors lose one or more limbs. In 
most of the conflict areas, specialised 
treatment and artificial limbs are not 
available. The casualties become a 
burden on their families. Whole com- 
munities are prevented from working 
their agricultural land. 

But the strongest case against these 
weapons lies in their indiscriminate 


nature. The overwhelming majority' of 
them remain in place long after their 
militaiy purpose is over: most victims 
are in the end non-combatants, plac- 
ing these weapons in a class apart 
from other conventional weapons. 

There is an ongoing review of the 
UN Convention, which sets rules on 
the use of mines. One proposal is to 
allow' the use only of mines that self- 
destruct within a set period after 
being laid. Another is to permit only 
mines thai can be detected by avail- 
able mine-clearing technologies. 

A number of the 57 parties to the 


because they are so contemporary, 
they refer to the Nineties sense of 
being pan of yet also alienated from 
the economic system. 

But relationship marketing will be 
where the real selling happens in the 
future. For not only does it work but, 
strangely, we love it. This is strange 
because, in fact, its connotations are 
rather sinister. It depends, above all, 
on our willingness to allow ourselves 
to be watched, to let the details of our 
lives be logged on computers far 
beyond our control. Twenty years ago 
we would have recoiled in horror at 
the idea: it would have seemed such 
an assault on our freedom and privacy. 
Yet now it seems obvious, routine, 
dearly desirable. 

This movement towards accep- 

The technological 
culture is not a 
nightmare but a 
welcome convenience 


tanee of the wired culture is a general 
phenomenon. Once the idea of sur- 
veillance cameras on street corners 
would have seemed an outrage. Now 
it is accepted as a commonsense mea- 
sure against crime and terrorism. The 
technological culture, in which our 
lives are examined, cross-referenced 
and used by agencies and in ways of 
which we know nothing, is not, it 
seems, a nightmare but a welcome 
convenience. 

This has happened I think, because 
we have all become technological 
determinists. All this is going to hap- 
pen whatever we say or do, so resis- 
tance is pointless. The qualms ofI9S-/ 
or Brm-e New World seem like the 
remote, futile anxieties of another cul- 
ture. The electronic system, the Net 
with its fabulous appetite for personal 
detail, is here whether we like it or not. 
What choice do we have but to accept 
its presence, to co-operate with its 
exotic tystem of goads and rewards? 

At a deeper level. I think we also 
find all this consoling. The systems that 
lock us into these networks of com- ! 
panies, even the system that watches 
our movements on the street, feel 
friendly. When I buy my Shell and col- 
lect my Miles, somebody or something 
recognises me. Mad as it may seem.l 
accept the mercenary flattery. We all 
do because for that moment it feel bet- 
ter than the usual blank impersonal- 
ity' of the wired world. 

But then the Orwellian conscience 
kicks in. Where is all this information 
going? What awful correlations is it 
generating? And do I care enough 10 
stop collecting Air Miles? 


convention, Britain among them, 
believe that it is betier lo be pragmatic 
and get the many non-members to 
sign up to the limits set out by the con- 
vention than to call for a total ban. 
However, a clarion call for an outright 
ban, as a stated long-term objective, 
may bring in support for the more lim- 
ited measures and lead to a speedier 
advance in the laws of armed conflict. 

The major militaiy powers musL 
lake the lead, as they have done on 
export moratoria, if they are to reduce 
the awful consequences of this 
weapon’s misuse. 

Col Terence Taylor is assistant director 
of the International Institute for Strate- 
gie Studies. These are his personal \ iews. 


Censored: the 
V-chip’s real aim 

Julian Petley suspects that 
supporters of a device to screen out 
TV violence have a hidden agenda 


A t first sight the V-chip. 

which is being promoted 
by the Government as the 
answer lo TV violence, looks 
like rather a good idea. Parents 
with their fingers on the elec- 
tronic key would be able to pro- 
tect their children from pro- 
grammes that might disturb 
them, while they themselves 
would retain the ability to 
watch more “adult" material. 

This way. wc are saved from 
the television diet recom- 
mended by those politicians, 
such as Roger Gate, chair of the 
Conservative backbench media 
committee, in which nothing 
would be allowed on at any time 
that might disturb any child who 
might be watching. But would it 
work like that? I doubi iu 
If we’re concerned with irre- 
sponsible parents who lei their 
children watch unsuitable tele- 
vision programmes, why should 
wc suppose that they are going 
to discover a sense of respon- 
sibility towards their children 
when they acquire a new tele- 
vision fitted with this gizmo? 
Also, as it is a statistical fact 
(hat more children than adults 
can work video recorders, we 
can't be at all sure that some of 
them won’t find ways of sub- 
verting the chip. Indeed, I can 
imagine some techno-brats fix- 
ing it so that it's the parents 
who can't watch their favourite 
programme if it clashes with 
their offspring's choice on 
another channel. 

Next, who's going to work 
out the rating system on which 
the effectiveness of the chip will 
depend? Different verdicts are 
sometimes handed out on the 
same programmes by the 
Broadcasting Standards Coun- 
cil, the BBC Programme Com- 
plaints Unit and the Indepen- 
dent Television Commission. 
There is no consensus on the 
standards and values that would 
have to form the basis for any 
such rating system. And even if 
such a consensus could be 
forged among the terrestrial 
broadcasters, would the satel- 
lite broadcasiers agree to it? 
The movie channels, for exam- 
ple, argue that their encrypted 
signal enables them lo broad- 
cast “stronger" versions of cer- 
tain films that are shown cut on 
BBC, ITV or C4. 

Satellite television is part of 
the internationalisation of 
broadcasting, which is why the 
EU is also considering intro- 
ducing V-chips. Would any 
British ratings tystem have to 
be harmonised with a possible 
European one? This would pre- 
sent considerable problems, 
since most of our continental 
neighbours are far less troubled 
about what is shown on their 


televisions screens than we are 
ahoul ours, and they are most 
certainty not going to be swayed 
by what they regard as .Anglo- 
Saxon purilanism. Ii would 
indeed be ironic if, thanks to 
the proponents of the chip. 
Britain was eventually forced to 
accept a more, as opposed to 
less, Jibrral regime ol television 
regulation. 

Finally, what do the chip's 
supporters really want? TTie 
Liberal Democrat MP David 
Alton said yesterday that he 
intended to put down a V-chip 
amendment to the Broadcast- 
ing Bill if the Heritage Secre- 
tary. Virginia Boitomley, did 
not decide to legislate, and 
added that a number of Tory 

Techno-brats will 
fix it so parents 
can't watch their 
TV favourites 


MPs had promised him their 
support. 

But does he want a world 
where children are protected 
from disturbing images while 
adults sit around happily watch- 
ing “stronger" stuff, safe in the 
knowledge that the satisfaction 
of their pleasures isn't causing 
distress elsewhere? 1 don't think 
so. It was Mr Alton who spear- 
headed the campaign in 1994 to 
make video censorship, already 
among the toughest in the 
world- even more stringent. 

The lobby group Movement 
for Christian Democracy, of 
which Mr Alton is a member, 
congratulated itself on its “cam- 
paign triumph in video battle", 
and added that “the victory on 
violent videos is the first battle 
in a continuing campaign". 
Now the V-chip presents the 
campaign with an opportunity 
to do battle again. 

By all means lets have a sen- 
sible debate about the V- chip. 
Bui Jet's have all the cards on 
the table please. If some of the 
proponents of the chip are try- 
ing to use this issue as a way of 
advancing their own. very par- 
ticular agenda, let us know 
about it. And if their real object 
is not simply' the protection of 
children but the diminution of 
what adults may sec on televi- 
sion. then let's hear it loud and 
clear. 

The writer, who lectures in com- 
munication studies at Brunei 
University, is co-editing a book 
on how the media influences 
people . to be published by Rout- 
ledge later this year. 
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Bad news continues as BAT tries to reassure investors 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

TOM STEVENSON 

London 

A flood of bud news from 
around the world continued to 
dog BAT yesterday even as a 
hastily convened analysts and in- 
vestors meeting in London was 
being reassured about the im- 
pact of a landmark legal set- 
tlement by US tobacco rival 
Liggett last week. 

]l emerged yesterday that 


Brown and Williamson. BAT'S 
US-based subsidiary’, is under 
Investigation by a federal grand 
jury over claims that it knew 
about an operation to smuggle 
its cigarettes into Canada to 
avoid Canadian laves. 

In a separate development in 
India, BAT was also hit yester- 
day by an unexpectedly harsh 
court order forcing its 32 per 
cent Indian subsidiary ITC to 
deposit 3.5bn rupees tSIOlm) 
pending an appeal against an 
Sbn rupee fine for tax evasion. 


.As this bad news flowed in. 
industry watchers in London 
were told by a BAT lawyer that 
Liggett s settlement of a US 
class action, which alleged that 
tobacco companies deliberately 
manipulated nicotine levels in 
cigarettes to encourage addic- 
tion. would not change the 
state of its own litigation. 

The Liggett settlement had 
sent tobacco company share 
prices plunging last week as in- 
vestors feared dial the industry's 
long-maintained united front 


against legal attacks had started 
to crumble. BAT fell further yes- 
terday. dosing down 1 2p at 4SSp. 

The lawyer restated BAT’S 
view that the Liggett settle- 
ment was simply a sideshow in 
an attempt by " Liggett ’s con- 
trolling shareholder. Bennett 
LcBow, to gain control of the 
second largest American ciga- 
rette maker RJR Nabisco. 

The latest US probe, which 
could result in the filing of 
criminal charges against Brown 
and Williamson executives, is 


one of five grand jury investi- 
gations into the tobacco 
industry currently being pursued 
under the auspices of the US 
Justice Departmenu the New 
York Times said yesterday. 

The newspaper reported that 
the five investigations could 
lead to jail terms tor some of the 
industry's most senior executives 
and that several of them had al- 
ready taken steps to hire high- 
priced criminal defence lawyers. 

The sense of siege among the 
cigarette manufacturers was 


also compounded by a separate 
report in the Wall Street Journal 
that a former scientist at Philip 
Mom’s, the US’s largest ciga- 
rette maker, had testified that' 
the company knew- about the 
addictive qualities of- juootme 
and manipulated nicotine lev- 
els: Philip Morris, which saw its 
share price plummet by $5 id 
early trading yesterday, has 
consistently demedsuefr claims.' 

In an affidavit delivered to the 
Food and Drug Administration 
this month, the sdentisL Ian 


who left Philip Morris in 
1989, reportedly said that the 

company “routinely targeted and 
adjusted” nicotine levels in cig- 
arettes to match die “optimum 
range" preferred by smoke rs. 

Of the five grand jury inves- : 
ligations, it is thought that the 
probe into Brown and William- 
son is. likely to conclude first 
The jury is studying claims that 
; the company was aware of the, 
alleged smugglin g operation ' 
into .Canada, where cigarette 


the United States. Eariv last 
year, the headquarters of 
Brown and Williamson, tn 
Louisville, Kentucky, were 
searched bv federal agents. Ex- 
ecutives have denied the com- 
pany had any knowledge of 
smuggling, however.^ . 

Any cnmirial convictions in- 
volving tobacco industry exec- 
utives of any of the main 
companies would embolden 

_x.nl in iKi^fivts 


Merging societies 
may get protection 
from predators 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Government sought yesler- 
Ja\ io lick-start mergers in [he 
beleaguered building society 
movement by proposing restric- 
tions on hostile takeovers. Pre- 
senting the draft Bill on building 
societies. .Angela Knight, the 
Treasury Minister, suggested ring- 
fencing societies which have de- 
cided to merge against outside 
bids for up to a year. 

“We want to make sure that 
building societies feel they can 
continue to do their traditional 
mergers. At the moment they 
fee Uhls not to be practical, be- 
cause as soon as they announce 
a merger, they get into the fir- 
ing line for a predatory 
takeover." she said. 

The Government will he look- 
ing for responses from the mar- 
ket to its suggestions and the 
draft legislation, over the com- 
ing three months. Introducing 
the Bill. Mrs Knighu who de- 
scribed herself os a "fan of 
building societies’’, said it aimed 
to provide a permissive legal 
framework instead of the pre- 
scriptive legislation that cur- 
rently governs the movement. "I 
think what the Bill docs is ensure 
building societies have a level 
playing field, and can do more 
while remaining mutual.” she 
said. 

The need for reform has been 
pointed up by a recent rush to 
convert which has seen three of 
the four biggest building societies 
•announce their intention to float 
on the Slock Exchange next 
year. When the HaUfax/Leeds. 



Angela Knight: Proposals to 
restrict hostile takeovers 


Alliance & Leicester and the 
Woolwich finally convert just 30 
per cent of mortgage assets will 
remain with building societies, 
a dramatic transformation from 
their predominant position just 
live Stars ago. 

The Government has been 
concerned that unless it loosened 
the legislative reins, remaining 
societies would find it too diffi- 
cult in the hugely competitive re- 
tail financial services sector. 

The droit legislation contains 
two so-called '‘nature limits”, de- 
signed to keep building societies 
concentrated on theirtradition- 
ally core business. They must 
raise 50 per cent of funds from 
retail deposits and they have to 
75 percent of their lending in the 
form of home loans. But beyond 
t his. societies will be pretty much 
free to do as they wi>h, with the 
backing of their members. 

Entitled “mutuality for the 
next millennium" the legislation 
will "remove barriers to what so- 


cieties can do and strengthen 
bonds with members," said Mrs 
Knight 

The suggestion to ring-fence 
merging societies from outside 
predators responds to strong 
calls from within the movement 
to prevent a “duck-shoot”. But 
the government’s suggestion 
yesterday of a moratorium pro- 
voked criticism that members 
would be prevented from know- 
ing potentially belter offers from 
outsiders. 

Mrs Knight was vague about 
whether the proposal would 
prevent a bank, for example, 
even telling members of the 
merging building societies what 
deal” it would offer after the 
moratorium expired. “It would 
be a one-year ring fence from 
when the merger is announced, 
to give a quiet period for the 
societies' consultation of their 
members to take place.” she said. 
"This is merely a suggestion to 
geL some order into the merger 
process." 

Mrs Knight also suggested 
that, if a society becomes the tar- 
get of a rush of account opening 
on speculation that it will convert, 
it might be able to suspend the 
shareholding status of new ac- 
counts for a short period. 

Mrs Knight said she would 
"push hard" to get the draft Bill 
into the Queens Speech at the 
start of the next session of Par- 
liament in the autumn. 

The Labour Party yesterday 
said the Government must act 
urgently in put the reforms 
into law before the general 
election. 

Comment page 17 



A&L pulls out of estate agency 


JOHN QSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Alliance & Leicester 
building society said yesterday 
it was pulling out of the estate 
agency business, and an- 
nounced a £40m write-off that 
took the wind out of profits. Pe- 
ter While, chief executive, said 
he hoped to have sold or closed 
the 70 agencies by late summer. 

“There was no way we were 
going to make money out of it. 
We just had to take a tough de- 
cision." he said. 

The decision to get out of es- 
tate agency is part of the process 
of cleaning up the balance sheet 
tor AifcL's planned flotation on 
ihe stock market next spring. 
The goodwill in the chain, con- 


centrated m East Anglia and (he 
east Midlands, is £25m. with a 
further £15m coming from re- 
dundancy and closure costs. 

The write-off held pre-tax 
profits last year virtually fiat at 
£287m, as A&L faced very 
tough conditions in two of its 
core business markets: home 
lodns and Girobank, the group's 
corporate . banking side. The 
mortgage market became in- 
creasingly competitive in 1995, 
with a wider range of discounts, 
fixed rates and special offers 
than ever before. 

A&L achieved its highest - 
ever market share of total UK 
net mortgage advances at S.2 
per cent as against its “normal" 
share by market weighting of 5 
per cent. But Mr White con- 


ceded that earnings on thisin- 
creased share were slim . “'Hie 
margins are very tight on new 
business. BuL we do not launch 
anything that docs not make a 
profit,” he said. 

Girobank, which is the coun- 
try's biggest telephone banking 
operation, was also Operating 
under “very tough renditions”, 
be said. The^ personal banking 
sector fared the best, with a 57 
per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £63m. Bui Girobanks 
corporate money transfer busi- 
ness saw profits inch up to 
£ 66 m from £63m in 1994. 

Easing the pain of the estate 
agency write-off to some extent 
was an unexpectedly sharp drop 
in the bud debt provision to just 
£3m, from £29m in 1994. 


“These are the lowest bad debts 
we have bad. for a long time, 
thanks to recoveries Qt .com- 
merrial loans previously written 
off,” said Richard -Pym, group' 
finance director. The cut in 
bad debt provirions accounted 
for much of the 15 per cent in- 
crease in croup pre-tai oper- 
ating profits fo.£327in. 

■ “Overall, the results are be- 
low expectationsrEven though 
the improvement in bad debts 
is extremejy good, it means on 
an operating level the profit 
growth has been small,” said 
Rob Thomas, analyst at UBS. 

Unlike most 'buildmg soci- 
eties. 40 per cent of Alliance 
profits are from con-traditional 
activities. This is onereasoa why 
it is anxious to gain bank status. 


back’ in 
housing 
market 


The new year recovery in the 
housing market continued last 
month, with nearly three quar- 
tern of estate agents reporting 
higher activity, writes Diane 
Coyle; Buyers have been en- 
couraged by interest rate cuts 
and excellent mortgage deals, 
according to the RoyaL Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors. 

Its regular survey of members 
tor the three monthsto February 
found 62ii percent reporting an 
increase in business of up to 10 
per cent, while nearly one in 
eight said activity had grown by 
25-50-per cent. Only 5 per cent 
reported a decrease compared 
with three months earlier. 

: : Prices were flat, however. 
More than four fifths of the es- 
tate agents said selling prices 
were the same as three months 
ago. The survey commented 
that 'recovery was In danger of 
- being held back by sellers who 
had been encouraged byposi- 
tive reports and . decided to 
hold out for a better priced 
- David Baker, an estate agent 
in Peoarth, hear Cardiff, said: 
“There is' definitely more ac- 
tivity but let us not get carried 
away with the thought that 
prices will rise, there is alot of 
slack to be taken up first” 
"Denis Chapman in Scarbo^' 
ough, described the market as 
“still very patchy witb-only the 
realisticalfy-priced properties 
finding purchasers.” ' ' 

John Pocock of Pocock and 
Shaw in Cambridge was more 
optimistic: “Houses generally 
ire proving to be much more 
readily saleable and the situa- 
tion appears to be better than 
any time in the past 12 months.” 


PSBR heads towards £3bn overshoot 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Government borrowing is likely 
to be £ 2 bn to Obn over target 
this financial year, limiting 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke’* 
scope for tax cuts, in the next 
budget. 

The most serious slippage in 
the public sector finances is 
alarmingly slow grow th in gov- 
ernment revenues. Tax receipts 
are likely to be up to £ 2 bn low- 
er than forecast at the lime of 
last November’s budget - and 
£7bn lower than the level pre- 
dicted in the previous budget. 

Spending by Whitehall is also 
running ahead of plans and 
could overshi.H»i by about Llbn. 
unless some expenditure can be 
clawed b 3 ck successfully this 
month. This could be difficult in 
a month when departments 
hav e usually rushed to spend as 
much as possible before the 
year-end. 

Andrew Smith, shadow Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, said: 
"Public borrowing is si ill running 
at a very high level, reflecting 
weakness rather than strength 
in the economy." 

The Treasury said borrowing 
remained on a downward ircnd. 
a conclusion backed hv most 


City analysts. "There is now 
some clear improvement in the 
public finances this year com- 
pared to last.” said Simon 
Briscoe at Nikko Europe. 

However, nuny thought fu- 
ture borrowing would also <iver- 
shLHjt the Budget plans, thanks 
to lax cuts announced last No- 
vember Inking, effect and the 4 
per cent pay awards in the pub- 
lic sector. Kevin Darlington at 
Hoare Govelt said borrowing 
would continue to shrink but 
would remain above the Maas- 
tricht ceil ill c of 3 per cent of 
GDP 


Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bunk of England, defended 
the Bank yesterday against the 
charge that it is "congenitally 
pessimistic”, writes Diane 
Coyle. The Bank had to err 
slightly on the side of caution, 
he said, "in order io build up 
policy credibility against the 
background of ihe UK’s un- 
happy track record". 

jt had also been less uver- 
pessimistie about inflation than 
many i >ihcr forecasters, he said 
in a" speech to ihe Swedish 


The gap between govern- 
ment revenues and spending was 
£3bn in February , the last but 
one month ol the financial year. 
It would have been higher, ex- 
cept for an unexpected £1 J>bn 
in privatisation receipts from 
BAA shares, electricity compa- 
ny bonds and the second part of 
ihe GemxC sale. 

Revenues have increased V 
per cent this financial year, 
compared to a Budget forecast 
of v.fj per cent for the full year. 
Lower inflation has led to slow- 
er revenue growth. VAT re- 
ceipts aeeoum for much of the 


Economies .Association. Critics 
were wrong to conclude that the 
Bank wanted to bias the econ- 
omy towards deflation. 

Mr George added that the 
Bank's e» -ncera with the control 
ot inflation was. "as a means to 
the end of sustained growth in 
activity and employment." 

The current Male ot demand 
did enter the Bank’s calculations 
through its inflation forecast, 
but this was an uncertain 
process. 

The Governor conceded that 


shortfall, possibly due to lower 
spending on consumer goods 
liable for VAT 

Spending was up -L3 per cent 
in the 1 1 months to February', 
above the Budget forecast of 3.8 
per cent for the > ear as a whole. 

Debt interest payments have 
been higher than expected, aL 
£21_?pn since last April com- 
pared to £19.1 bn at the same 
stage last financial year. Local 
authorities are also likely to be 
in the red They made a month- 
ly debt repayment of £757m in 
February, and have repaid 
£U.5bn in 1 1 months. However. 


the fact that most people think 
forecasts arc either right or 
wrong meant selling interest 
rates according to forecasts of 
the economy two years hence 
could "weaken the operational 
credibility of policy”. The Bank 
could no; afford to consistently 
overdo its caution. 

Despite ihe'-c difficulties, tbe 
inflation target was belter than 
the alternative. Shadowing and 
then joining the Evchangc'Rate 
Mechanism had been a 
■disaster" in his view. 


they have borrowed fcl.obn on 
average every March to use up 
the remainder of their annual 
budgeL If the pattern is normal 
this year, they are unlikely to 
meet the target ot a £ 0. 1 bn debt 
repayment for the full year. 

Economists said that on last 
month’s trends, the full-year 
Public Sector Borrowing Re- 
quirement i PSBR) would he 
£3 l-32hrc compared with a tar- 
get of £29bn set in the Novem- 
ber budgeL This is much smaller 
than the Treasury’s average 
£JUbn error in forecasting the 
next year's PSBR. 


UK PSBR 
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George defends Bank’s policy 


Juppe abandons plan to 
sell off France Telecom 

* * .* *v • - . • 


MARY FAGAN 

and MARY DEJEVSKY . 

The French government has 
abandoned the privatisation of 
France Telecom, the monopoly 
telephone network operator, in 
an apparent attempt to appease 
trade unions and employees. 

Alain Juppe, the Prime Min- 
ister, ended months of specu- 
lation by saying that the 
company's statute would be 
changed to meet the challenge 
of competition when tbe Eu- 
ropean telecommunications 
market is opened up on 1 Jan- 
uary 1*498. but that it would re- 
main in stale control. 

Mr Juppe said that the state 
would retain a majority stake 
in France Telecom with em- 
ployees preserving their status 
us public employees and the 
benefits of secure employment 
and pensions. 

However, the government 
angered one of the main trade 
unions. Force Ouvriere. by ac- 
cepting the principle of an in- 
dependent regulatory authority 
outride both France Telecom 
and the government. 


The independence and 
strength of the regulator has 
been of great concern to BT and 
other operators. who wish to 
compete in french public tele- 
phony. A spokesman for BT- 
said: “It is also important that 
there should be the appropriate 
pro-competition law in place.” 

. Mr Juppe said that France 
Telecom would be required id 
evolve to compete “on an equal 
footing with its competitors” - 
and thal.a BiO enshrining the 
necessary changes would be 
laid before the French, pariia-. 
ment this spring. 

The decision to stop short of 
wholesale privatisation will be 
seen as a blow to Franqois Fflkm, 
the minister of post and tele- 
coms, who had called for rapid 
sell-off The cautious wording of 
the statement appeared to reflect 
the French government's con- 
cern not to provoke a repetition 
of events last November, when 


way company. SNCF, and alter 
public sector pension arrange- 
ments, sparked off four weeks ol 
strikes and protests and paral- 
ysed the national rail network. 
As part of the price of a return 
to work, the government had to 
abandon' the whole SNCF 
restructuring plan. 

A recent report from the 
prime minister's office found 
that the “special status” of 
France's public sector was not 
incompatible with EU deregn 
lation. However in spite of ye? 
terdav's statement it remains 
unclear whether privatisation 
has been ruled out completely 
or merely postponed for the 
forseeable future. 

There is' also uncertainty as 
to whether the pledge to pre- 
serve the public -'service status 
of employees will extend to 
those recruited alter the law is 
changed. * 
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win a neann apa DreaK 

Hoar Cross Hall, the 
premier Health Spa resort 
in a Stately Home, are 
offering Independent 
readers the chance to 
win a £1200 break at this 
Grade D listed building, . . < 

tdeaHy situated near. ; } f QK 0~Q3O^ : Al L 
Lichfield, Staffordshire. kmo* ^ arm, hum- 

Out winner and^ ^ their ^ ^ Fortrformation on HoarGross 
partner will enjoy .Six .. . Hall Tel: 01283 575 871 
nights in a superior To win this refreshing 
bedroom with all meals break. call the number 
included plus full use . of bel ow' and answer ; two 
the health hydro facilities simple questions. ’’ ;.v 
and a ' total of . 14 
complimentary treatments. : 


0891 252 S3 9 


Cats COW ®pmwn ehaap Htt. 4SplMiit M odwAnw WcwpMrt at r*odaraaWr bus 
daee 31 Bt March. 96. Uautf Nawp w ftWlhmfl apply. Editor Oocaiontf feat. 
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Muddled thinking in 



QBQ 

Takeover rules are 
usually designed to 
protect the rights of 
investors, but Angela 
Knight's half-baked 
suggestion appears, 
by contrast, designed 
more to protect 
building society 
directors’ 


T here is something false and hypocritical 
about the Government’s sudden concern 
for that endangered species, the building so- 
ciety. Belatdy and half-heartedly, the Gov- 
ernment seems to have decided there is 
something worth protecting in the mutually 
owned building society tradition. Even as a 
piece of well-meant conservation, however, 
the building societies Bill looks a master- 
piece of muddled thinking and irrelevance. 

Certainly the Government’s "Mutuality 
for the next Millenium" proposals might 
better have been presented by Virginia 
Bottomley than Angela Knight. As Heritage 
Secretary, Mis Bottomley is at least meant 
to tend those threatened comers that every- 
one wants to keep forever England. Given 
the alarming rate at which societies have 
been abandoning mutuality and opting for 
conversion to quoted company status, the 
Heritage secretary’s time may yet come. 

For the moment, though, it is Angela 
Knight at the Treasury who is hoping to hold 
back the tide by offering societies which sol- 
dier on a bit more freedom of manoeuvre 
and some protection from the big, bad world 
of competition outside. The Government 
wants the stalled process of mergers between 
building societies kick-started again in the 
hope tha this might produce some power- 
ful mutuals to revitalise the movement. The 
trouble is that any society that announces a 
merger is as likely as not to be picked off by 
predator banks offering tempting windfall 
profits to their members. Hence the sug- 


gestion of a one-year moratorium for merg- 
ing societies, shielding them from predatory 
advances so they can consult their members 
in peace and quiet. 

But just how is this meant to work in prac- 
tice? Mis Knight clearly does not know. If 
the Bradford & Bingin’ and Northern Rock, 
say, were to announce a merger, does this 
mean Barclays would not be allowed to tell 
members what sort of alternative deal they 
might get? Takeover rules are usually 
designed to protea the rights of investors. 
Mis Knight's half-baked suggestion appears, 
by contrast, designed more to protect build- 
ing society directors. 

Retail financial services in this country 
have undergone dramatic change in recent 
years. Competition is intense, and increas- 
ing. To survive, building societies must he 
able to compete on the market's terms, bv 
offering the best deals. This Government, of 
all, should know that. In the end, it will be 
market forces, not legislation, that shapes 
the furore of this industry. That would be 
true even if this draff Bill 'makes it onto the 
statute books, which looks a long shot given 
the likely liming of the next election. 

Unlocking value 
at Pearson 

P earson is a fine company in many respects 
with some wonderfiil assets. Like all big 
companies, however, it <xcassionally has em- 


barrassments. Right now there could be a 
big one developing in its midst, ft is called 
Mindscape.Hbwevcr good Pearson’s general 
record in acquisition making might be. this 
one looks like turning into a real howler. 

On the whole, Pearson's acquisition strat- 
egy has been well thought out. It has moved 
impressively to attend its television pro- 
gramming, notably through the acquisition 
of Thames Television, Grundy Worldwide, 
and ACI, all of which have added to prof- 
its. Publishing has been expanded through 
the 5580m acquisition of HarperCoilins’s 
educational publishing operation, injecting 
better balance into its range of products for 
schools and universities. 

However, Mindscape, a publisher of CD- 
Roins, cartridges and floppy discs, for which 
Pearson paid a handsome £3 12m in 1994, 
falls into an altogether different catagory. 
This was always meant to be a long tenu 
acquisition, abet on the future. Nonetheless 
it was also meant to at least break even last 
year. That is certainly what Pearson told the 
City to expect. As it is, Mindscape lost £6.9m. 

When Pearson care fu By warned analysts 
as recently as December 1995 that operat- 
ing profits were likely to be below City esti- 
mates, it uttered not a word about Mind- 
scape. 

The house line is that returns of unsold 
stock in the new year were higher than 
expected, and that the bottom fell out of 
market for floppy discs. Tight pricing in the 
original equipment manufacturing end of 


the CD-Rom market contrfouted to the 
malaise, Pearson says. There is clearly more 
to it than that, however. Evidence of this is 
in the team ot extenalcousuHants who are; 
now to comb through the. operations and: 
make recommendations for change. 

Pearson went to sreat lengths yesterday 
to deny persistent reports in the press that 
Granada-had considered mounting a bid for 
the company last year. But the fact of the 
matter is that .Granada did; il was hot 'an 
invention of the press. Pearson seems as 
determined to ignore this unpalatable truth 
as the persistent loses at Mindscape. 

Pearson management is clearly very sen- 
sitive about thepossibility of a takeover bid. 
And no wonder. There is much value to be; 
unlocked in a company with such a range of 
attractive assets. 

Management's case Is hardly helped by the 
fact it clearly overpaid for Mindscape.. 
Unless Pearson itself does some of the 
unlocking (and admittedly repent, manage- 
ment restructuring suggests it may do) then 
someone else will do it instead. 

Encourage the French 
-up to a point 

H ackles rise whenever it gets out that a 
French company has its eyes oh a . 
British public service. The idea of Generale 
des F-anx taking over railway services to 
Brighton - among other Sussex gems (as 


reported on ournews pages - 
sooed coirnnufersdtolfego vCT 
Ii boniy a few years since toe scandal of toe 
season was the French move into toe uraher 
industry, which culminated last year in toe 
takeover cfNprt hnmbrianWater by Lyo 
naise ties Eaux. : 

But the reality is that the ajnvai of toe 
French bis .had a^positiye impact on toe 
water industry - witness toe 35 per 
price oats mjreied' as-a \ condition of toe. 

Northumbrian takeover. - and toere is no 

reason why they should not be of benefit to 

the rail industry-Xyonnaise and Generale 
are members of a French breed that appear 
to . have no UK'equivafenL' large utility ; 
; companies specialising in pubfcworks an< ^ 
-construction projects^ ■ --- ... .“ 

There is no British company of equiva- 
lent size and capitalisation to these two 
giants, with the.resources to invest on a popj- 
parable scale in public works projects and 

services. Generale employs. 215,000 people 
and histurnoverdf£lSbh,of which nearly 
a third is outside France. 

Given the capital resources of the group, 
it is likely to be at leasias- good an owner 
of a railway franchise as die management 
buyout teams thit are currently over-rep- 
resented, among the bidders for the busi- 
nesses on offer: The French deserve to. be 
encouraged. - but only up to a point- There 
is a .long way to go before french service 
industnes 'are as open to outsiders as 
Britain’s railways are now. . 


Media groups: Publishing and leisure company reveals unexpected losses at its US CD-Rom publisher □ Rival looks to global on-screen expansion 

Pearson remains 
takeover target 
after mixed results 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Pearson, the media, publishing 
and leisure company, yesterday 
failed to shed its reputation as 
a potential takeover target, un- 
veiling mixed results from its 
range of publishing, entertain- 
ment and television assets. 

Despite posting pre-tax prof- 
its up 23 per cent to £365.1m in 
1995. the company, publishers 
of the Financial Times and a 
leading television programmer, 
detailed unexpected losses at its 
US CD-Rom publisher, Mind- 
. t scape. It also had to rely on an 
^ ' extraordinary profit of £131m 
from its sale last year of a slake 
in BSkyB, the satellite broad- 
caster, to shield a 5 per cent drop 
in its underlying performance. 

The shares rose 7p on the 
day, to close at 664p. Hender- 
son Croslhwaite reiterated yes- 
terday its breakup estimate of 
£9 a share. 

Analysts were of mixed view 
on the results. Neil Blackley, at 
Goldman Sachs, said: “I like the 
company. It's got some tremen- 
dous brands and you can see 
those shining through." 

But other analysts were con- 
cerned about the losses of £6 .9m 


at Mindscape. the US publish- 
er of games and '‘infotainment'’ 
titles on CD-Rom. cartridges 
and floppy discs, bought for 
£3 12m nearly two years ago. 

Last December, the company 
warned analysts that operating 
profits would be down year on 
year in 1995, although no men- 
tion was made of Mindscape. 

“Clearly, the results at Mind- 
scape are unacceptable," Frank 
Barlow, chief executive, said. 
The company has hired the 
consultants McKinsey to un- 
dertake a review of toe opera- 
tions and recently announced 
the appointment of John 
Moore, formerly head of Pen- 
guin US, as chief executive. 

The losses were linked in part 
to a high rate of return in the 
new year of produa shipped in 
December for the all-importani 
Christmas season. 

“What we must do now is a 
detailed market study to decide 
where we should concentrate,” 
Mr Barlow said. 

The company's television op- 
erations, which include Thames 
Television and Grundy World- 
wide. the independent produc- 
ers, both performed strongly. 
Despite criticism last year of the 
£175m paid for Grundy, Greg 


Dyke, chief executive of Pear- 
son Televison. told analysts that 
the acquisition had been a great 
success. 

Westminister Press, the com- 
pany’s regional publishing arm, 
was also a brigbt spot, helped by 
a cost-cutting programme. 
Lazard Brothers, the investment 
bank, also turned in a superior 
performance, and stands to do 
even better titis year once it takes 
in fees due on its work for 
Granada on the £3^bn Forte bid. 

Mr Barlow said that future 
acquisitions were likely to come 
in the television and media 
sectors, where management at- 
tention has been concentrated 
in recent years. 

A recent restructuring has 
led to firmer lines of manage- 
ment control and the appoint- 
ment to the main board of key 
executives, including Mr Dyke 
from Pearson Television and 
John Makinson, formerly man- 
aging director of the Financial 
Times, who replaces James Joll 
as group financing director on 
1 April. 

Mr Barlow dismissed reports, 
first published in the Indepen- 
dent, that Granada had con- 
templated a break-up bid for 
Pearson last vear. 




Media blues: Frank Barlow, chief executive of Pearson, described the results at 
Mindscape as “unacceptable”, adding: “What we must do now is a detailed market 
study to decide where we should concentrate” 


Granada, the .media and: 
leisure -company; is to rebrand- 
its television arm and seek 
international partn&rs' to ex- 
pand in Asia, America’ and on 
the Continent, writes Mathew-. 
Hangman. 7 

A potential partner world- 
wide is Rupert Murdoch’s" 
BSkyB, the satellite, broad- 
caster, with which Granada h as 
already set up a joint venture to 
launch 'five new satellite chan-; 
nels in the UK. " 

’ ‘ The renewed/ emphasis: an 
broadcasting foHaws the £3Bba 
acquisition earlier this year of 
Forte, the hotels and restaurants * 
company, which has consumed 
management attention since 
last autumn. ' 

The. company is currently 
looking at - several : possible 
names Tor the new television •; 
subsidiary including Granada 
Broadcasting System (GBS). - 
\ A new chief executive of the - 
television aon is expected to be 
named within weeks. A short- ' 
list of two randittrtesis cuiTently - 
being reviewed internally, and; : 
it is expected that Duncan - 
Lewis, formally chief executive 
of Mercury Communications; 
the telephone company, will be . 
named to the position. 

Granada, which operates 
ITV licences Granada- and 
LWT also holds 25 percent er 


Yorkshire-Tyne Ti^s. the ITV 
franchise holder, and is a large . 

^^^etwo^^earni^ profits ‘ 

: of £140m ;last year - from its 
; television operations. . ’ ••• 
' Charles Allen, chief execu- - 
tive -designate of the company, 
said in an exclusive interview 
"that “television is deariya pri- . 
~ority for us now. It’s inherently 
a good busmess and highly 
cash-generative' 7 . ;• . 

He added that the joint vein-' 
; tune with BSkyHwas a natural 
route for expoMKwL t*They are 

T^andha^^^^pe tiise loset 

lip’ hew channels;” ' ’ 

-Expansion in Asja,tfaeUSand 
the Continent is.tikely tofqDow 
.the model of the Joint venture 
with BSkyB-“Ws are looking to 
havealHances in major markets,” 
Mr Alien said "We are currently 
. : preparing to tell our story to po- 
tential partners, to prove that we 
are a.pretly girl after all” ’. 

• MrAHen sail themove into 
« pay-TV did not imply a dissat- 
■ tsfactkm with the corecpm- 

merad TV market “These are 
two separate markets, and we 
believe they should be consid- 

• ered separately^” he said. 

• “Only commercial television 
can deliver mass audiences, 
while cable and satellite can ad- 
dress narrow markets.^ 


GEC confirms Simpson job 


RUSSELL HOTTER 

GEC yesterday ended months 
of speculation by announcing 
that George Simpson, the Lucas 
chief executive, would replace 
Lord Weinstock, who has ruled 
the defence and electronics gi- 
ant for 33 years. 

Lord Weinstock, 71. will stay 
on as honorary chairman, an ap- 
pointment that was greeted 

with a mixed response from an- 
/’’alysts who fear he may be 
tempted to interfere. 

But Mr Simpson. 53, whose 
Lucas contract does not expire 
until March 1997, is thought to 
have secured assurances from 
Lhe GEC board about his right 
to manage. 

Lord Weinslock’s role will be 
a non-board post, though the 
company said GEC would 
‘‘have available the benefit of his 
long experience and profound 
knowledge of the company." 

In a short statement GEC 
cairi that Mr Simpson would join 



Staying: Lord Weinstock 
will be honorary chairman 

“as soon as he is free to take up 
the appointment”, giving Lucas 
time to find a replacement to 
ensure an orderly transition. 

Speculation about Mr Simp- 
son’s future has been a doud 
over Lucas's shares and is like- 
ly to remain so until uncertainty 
about his successor is clarified, 
analysts believe. It is possible 


that GEC may have to boy out 
toe remainder of Mr Simp- 
son’s Lucas contract 

GEC has consistently un- 
derperformed the market in 
recent years, and investors have 
long wanted a new managing 
director to re-energise the 
diverse group. One GEC insider 
said: “There has been a lot of 
marking time around here while 
wc wail for things to change at 
the top.” 

Although Mr Simpson has 
been the frontrunner to succeed 
Lord Weinstock, his appoint- 
ment is not without its critics 
who consider that he may find 
the transition from the motor in- 
dustry difficult. However, an an- 
alyst said yesterday. “George 
Simpson is a very good indus- 
trialist and a good strategic 
thinker. And what GEC needs 
now is a new strategy." 

Mr Simpson joined Lucas 
two years ago from British 
Aerospace, where be was 
deputy chairman and ran the 


Rover group before it was sold 
to Germany’s BMW. Evidence 
of the improvements being 
made at Lucas should be re- 
vealed in today's interim results. 

Some analysts believe that Mr 
Simpson’s inside knowledge of 
BAe. a long- rumoured GEC bid 
target, was a key to his ap- 
pointment. GEC favours forg- 
ing a national “champion" 
defence group with BAe to 
compete with the giant US or- 
ganisations. However, BAe has 
been at the forefront in pursu- 
ing cross-border mergers as 
part of the consolidation in the 
European defence industry. 

Mike Styles, analyst at Credit 
Lyonnais La mg. saw Lord We- 
instock’s role as useful for Mr 
Simpson, as there are few peo- 
ple that truly understand the 
whole company. “It is reassur- 
ing for the market that Lord 
Weinstock and his contacts will 
remain," he said. GEC shares 
wure down 5p to 35 Q -5p, while 
Lucas fell 4.5- to 192p. 


SkyePharma in Swiss coup 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

SkyePharma, the fledgling phar- 
maceutical group formerly 
known as Black & Edgington, 6 

expected to more than quadru- 
ple its stock market value after 

buying Jago Holding, a Swiss 
*ug research company, m a deal 
worth up to £305m. Jacques 
GoneUa. owner of Jago, will be 
paid £105m in cash, £219mui 
Ciares and could pick up £lo7m 
over 10 years, under the earn- 
out terms of the purchase. 

The acquisition comes just 
four months after the fanner 

kksssess 


Gowrie-Smith, in a £37m deaL 
The shares, quoted on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market, 
were suspended at 9p yesterday. 
Over toe next 10 days, SBC 
Wirburg is leading a “book- 
building” placing and open of- 
fer to raise £135m from 
investors at home and overseas 
to finance (He initial cash pay- 
ment for Jago plus working 
capital. Existing holders can 
subscribe at the rate of between 
105 and 125 shares for every W0 
held after a one for 10 capital 
consolidation. The final price 
will depend on demand, but is 
expected to be in toe range of 
84p to lOOp a share. It is hoped 
that the shares will be relisted 
on the main market in April. 


The Jago deal is being pre- 
sented as a reflotation of 
SkyePharma. Mr Gowrie- 
Smith, who was the moving 
force behind the relaunch of 
Mcdcva as u gcnerics-led drugs 
company, said yesterday- “It's 
been a long time in the coming, 
but my ambition is to create an- 
other pharmaceuticals compa- 
ny ... and I couldn’t wish for 
more than bringing together 
Jago and SkyePharma." 

Founded in 19S3 by Mr 
Gonella. Jaso claims a list of 
blue chip pharmaceutical com- 
panies for its drug delivery 
technologies, including Eli Lil- 
ly. Procter & Gamble and 
SmilhKline Beecham. The 
main one is Geomatrix, which 


controls the release of drugs in 
tablet form, obviating the need 
to take several doses in a day or 
increasing the ability of an ac- 
tive ingredient to target a par- 
ticular port of the body. By 

combining toe technology with 
existing drugs. Mr Gowrie- 
Smith believes this could extend 
the protected life of pharma- 
ceuticals coming off patent over 
the next six years. The market 
for these so-called generics is ex- 
pected to rise from $4.3bn to 
S14bn over that period. 

Thc company already has 
three Geomatrix- 1 inked prod- 
ucts on the market in the car- 
dio-vascular ( high blood 
pressure i and anti-inflammatory 
therapeutic areas. 


In Brief 


■ Japan's trade surplus shrank for the eighth month running 
in February due to strong growth m imports. The surplus fell to 
$6. 13bn compared with SI 1 Jlbn a year earlier. The bQaterai deficit 
with the US fell 30 per cent to $3.4bu during the same period. 
Imports have been rising for more than two and a half years, as 
Japanese firms have increasingly switched to supplying the do 1 
mesne market from lower-cost plants in South East Asia. In the 
past 12 months, for example, the value of semiconductor imports 
has risen 68.8 per cent and office equipment by 59.2 per cent. 

• Argos, the catalogue retailer with a £23 1m cash pile, is rewarding 
shareholders with a special dividend of 42p per share, equiva- 
lent to £127m. This is in addition to the 13p ordinary dividend 
which has been increased by almost 30 per cent on the previous 
year. Argos chief executive Mike Smith announced the plans along 
with impressive results for last year, which saw profits increase 
by 24 per cent to £I24m. The company is looking at opening 
branches of Argos in the Netherlands. It is considering acquisi- 
tions though refused to comment on whether it might buy H 
SamueL the jewellery chain being sold by Signet. ’ 

Investment CohmiiL, page 18 

• lan Lang, Trade and Industry Secretary, agreed to a two-week 
extension of the Monopolies and Mergers Commission deadline 
to 4 April for reporting on two proposed acquisitions in the elec- 
tricity industry. ftjwerGea’s for Midlands Electricity and National 
Power’s for Southern Electric. 

• Eastern Track Renewals has been sold to a management buy- 
out team - Fastline Rail Services - backed by Apax Partners and 
Hambms Bank. The York-based business is one of the main track 
renewal contractors to Rail track, and also specialises in on-track 
machine repair and overhaul. John Watts, minister for railways 
and roads, said: “This sale demonstrates again that toe railway 
industry is prepared to invest in its own future.” . 

• Zeneca plans to sell its US-based DNA identification labora- 
tory, Cell mark Diagnostics, to Lifecodes Corp for an .undisclosed 
amount. CeLlmark is toe largest non-governmental forensic DNA 
testing laboratory in the US and the only one with accreditation 
from toe American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors. 

• Helene; toe clothing manufacturer, has received an approach 

from a management team led by Robert Godfrey, a director. of 
Helene, which may lead to the purchase of two subsidiaries - Just 
Jamie and Pauirich and Reggie & Co. The purchase is expected, 
to be in excess of £2tim. :■ 

• Qantas and British Airways will integrate their operations in 
Bangkok and Singapore, Oam as said that the new arrangements 
involve joint offices in both cities, as well as merged sales teams 
and operations. A spokesman said: ’“While maintiiuring.oifr- in-: 
dividual branto. and identities, wc believe our partnership has cre- 
ated toe strongest overseas airline presence io the region and .will 
provide coordinated services and better value for our customers.” 

• Clnb M edit emntc said last year's protests over French nuclear 

tests cost the company around £4m in lost revemie. Howcver: the 
company said it was getting back to a “normal -rimatiotir” • 
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Hammerson gets into shape 


First the bad news. Hammersons 
share price is 23 per cent lower than 
two year* ago and less than half the 
Icvcl'iit which it entered the 1990s. The 
property company's net assets, which 
ended 1902 at 3S4p per share, finished 
last year at 37op. The dividend, cut in 
half "in 1991. nudged up yesterday but 
hv a less than breathtaking 6.5 per cenL 
" The good news, however, is that the 
owner of the Brent Cross shopping cen- 
tre lucks in better shape now than at 
any point since Ron Spinney look 
over a hopelessly overextended, unfo- 
cused world-wide property investor in 
May 1993. Since then he’has cleared 
out the dross, reduced debt and focused 
on a handful of markets where Ham- 
merson sees grow th. 

That good news was just beginning 
to become evident in full-year figures 
reported yesterday, which showed a 
modest 5 per cent rise in rental income 
translated into a 22 per ecru underlying 
rise in operating profits from £52.7m 
to f64.3m. a more meaningful figure 
than the reported number in our table 
which includes iumpv disposal profits. 

‘Hammerson is now roughly in the 
stripe Mr Spinney always envisaged. 
About half the assets are in the UK. with 
a quarter each in Europe and North 
America. By asset class, the split is about 
09/40 in favour of retail over offices. 

That balance makes sense with 
Hummerson's portfolio revealing a 
wealth of growth potential from the 
shop assets compared with probably 
years ol' stagnation from offices. The 
retail assets are currently being rent- 
ed at about 7 per cent below market 
rates, suggesting good growth. Offices, 
by contrast, are on average pulling in 
30 per cent more than Hammerson 
could achieve with replacement tenants. 
Fortunately, most leases still have a long 
stretch to run, so the income is saFe. 

In an era of subdued inflation, the 
challenge for property companies is to 
generate extra value for shareholders 
hy reading cycles better than their peers, 
trading properties cleverly, buying the 
right stock and managing assets astutely. 

Most property companies, grown 
complacent on years of rising prices, 
do not have a clue how to do those 
things. Hammerson does, as il has 
clearly shown w ith its shrewd purchase 
and development of 99 Bishopsgate, a 
bombed-out office block in the City on 
which the company has already made 
a handsome turn. With luck il will do 
the same with its most recent purchase, 
Birmingham's ugly Bull Ring centre. 

Mr Spinney has laid a good set of 


foundations. .All he needs now is for 
the green shoots of the property re- 
covery to take hold. In the meantime, 
a 17 per cent discount to forecast net 
assets of 400p. at yesterday's share price 
of 342p. provides a solid floor. 

Bunzl’s double 
act well received 


When Anthony Habgood and David 
Williams took control at Bunzl in 1991, 
the rival paper groups Bowater (now 
Rexam) and Arjo Wiggins Appleton 
were sneezing and Bunzl was on the 
floor after a 1980s spending spree. Af- 
ter nearly five years of treatment by the 
duo, the roles have been reversed. Both 
the big groups are now suffering at the 
hands of the paper cycle, while Bunzl's 
distribution businesses have ridden 
out recent wild fluctuations in pulp (and 
plastics) prices. 

Yesterday, the group announced 
pre-tax profits up a third to £106m, right 
at the top of expecations, and was re- 
warded with an Sp rise in the share 
price to 2l>9p. 

The medicine administered bv 


Messrs Habgood and Williams has been 
to dump around a third of the business 
and concentrate on four areas, rang- 
ing from paper and plastic plates and 
the like to protective plastic caps for 
engineering parts, where it has leading 
positions. As a result, the group has 
seen net margins rise from 43 per cent 
in 1992 to 6.1 per cent last year, when 
return on capital topped a highly re- 
spectable 20 per cent, even after tak- 
ing account of goodwill on acquisitions. 

The problem for management now 
is how to maintain the momentum of 
growth. Profits have risen at a faster rate 
than sales since 1992, showing com- 
pound growth of 25 percent over that 
period, some eight points ahead of the 
expansion in the top line. But fatter 
margins will be harder to come by bum 
here on. The building supplies business, 
the last of ihe remaining serious under- 
performers, went in mid- 1994. 

Mr Habgood is confident that 
growth can continue and points to new 
business won in the key US market so 
far this year. Contracts with Supervalu, 
a grocery distributor, will alone be 
worth in excess of $400m over four 
years. But to get things going, Bunzl 
may need to use its minimal 11 percent 
gearing to buy something bigger than 
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. Market value: £M9m, share price 342p 
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the £3.7m of bolt-on acquisitions an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Despite a lowly forward rating of 12, 
based on profits of £1 16m this year, the 
shares may mark time until there are 
signs of further action. Hold. 


Argos sidesteps 
high street woes 


Few retailers had a better 1995 than 
Argos. As the. catalogue retailer side- 
stepped the high street woes of many 
rivals, the shares rose by around 80 per 
cent and finished the year by soaring 
into the FT-SE 100. 

Yesterday’s figures showed why. 
Profits were 24 per cent higher at 
£124m on sales up 14 per cent to 
£1 .4bn. This was in spite or higher costs 
caused by an extended print run of the 
company's catalogues and rising paper 
prices which made them more expen- 
sive to produce. 

Argos’s secret has been its low 
price, no frills operation, which has 
caught the mood of the budget-con- 
scious 1 990s. It also has plenty of scope 
for expansion 

The company now has 367 stores 
including 56 superstores. Another 31 
will open this year. Argos Call and Col- 
lect stores which carries no stock but 
guarantees delivery within 24 hours is 
proving successful in its three store tri- 
al. The trial of First Stop, which con- 
centrates on lower priced consumer 
durables is to be tested in another lo- 
cation before roll ouL Like -for- like 
sales also look promising. They rose by 
7.7 per cent last year while the mar- 
gin edged ahead from 73 per cent to 
7.4 per cent. The trend has continued 
into the current year with like-for-Iike 
sales up 8 per cent 

The big question hanging over the 
shares was what management might do 
with the company' s £231 m cash pile. 

After the failure with the Chester- 
mans furniture deal, an acquisition 
would have been frowned upon by the 
City. The £127m special dividend is a 
safe option, though it will bit profits 
due to lower interest receivable next 
year. 

Analysts have downgraded accord- 
ingly and BZW now expects profits of 
£I33.5m this year. With the shares 
down 2.5p to 638p yesterday that 
puts them on a heady forward rating 
of 22. After last year’s spectacular run. 
they now look full}’ valued. 


John Will cock CITA J)h 



new 


ball game in 


Now that Will Carling is no 
longer captain of the Eng- 
land rugby team he can con- . 
centrate even harder on hk 
commercial activities. How . 
fitting that, having been car- 
ried off the Ireland gome on ‘ 
Saturday with torn ligaments, 
our Will should this Wednes- 
day be launching a health- - 
care appointments company/ 

Match Healthcare Services 
has been formed to place 
specialist medical and nurs- 
ing staff within NHS trusts. 

A press hand-out declares: 
“The Eve Club oh London’s \ 
Regent Street, made famous 
by the affairs of the Hon Mr 
John Profumo and Miss 
Christine Keeler, wfll again 
play host to an affair of a dif- 
ferent sort. v . 

“This time the star player 
is Will Carling, but. on a con- . 
siderably less scandalous 
venture!” Nudge, nudge as 
they say. Lets hope some 
paramedics are on hand if be 
falls over again. 

On the same day Will's for- 
mer team-male Rob Andrew 
will be trying to beat the 
longest world place-kick: 
record as part of the 1996 
Properly Awards. Property - 
agents are obviously a rugby 
mad lot - Rob Andrew used 
to be one - and the London . 
Docklands Development 
Corporation took advantage, 
of this last weekend. 

The LDDC was attending 
the MIPIM property confer- 
ence in Cannes^ and won 
wide acclaim from the 
British contingent by setting 
up a huge screen in a mar- 
quee on the beach to show 
the England-Ireland match 
live. Locals were startled, ac- 



Canied off: Will' Carlings commercial activities now 
include a health-care appointments company 


cording to our man on the 
spot, by the sudden blast of 
the national anthem being' 
belted out by 200-odd'prop-. 
erty agents. 

Argos, the catalogue retail - . 
company, leapt onto the in- 
formation super highway 
nine months ago when it in- 
troduced shopping via the 
Internet. And the fruits of. 
this Cybershopping so far? 
Since launch, 22 items sold. 

The Methodist Chorcfa has., 
just received an astonishing 
windfall of £92m from the 
sale of a plot of land in cen- 
tral Hong Kong. To be more 
accurate, the Councfifor 
World Mission, a small West- 
minster-based charity with 
historic links to the 
Methodist Church, has sud- 
denly found itself bigger than 
the British Red Cross. 
According to the Methodist 


Simon Jeffreys, employment partner at City solicitors 
McKenna & Co, rubs his hands with glee relating the story of 
a client who had a problem with an employee who was y 
“grossly abasing his sick leave”. The client knew what was 
happening, bat couldn't prove anything. Until, that is, the 
employee appeared on the front of an an g lin g magazine 
proudly displaying an enormous carp. The photo caption re- 
vealed that the date tills monster was landed happened to be 
one of the dates when said employee had “thrown a sicky". 

He must have been gutted. 


Recorder, the land was 
bought from the Crown by 

the London Missionary Soci- 
ety in 1887, and two hospitals 
were built- on it. Nineteen 
years- ago the CWM took 
over the hospitals, and three 
years ago it moved them else- 
where and sold the site for 
£135m. With just 15 staff and 
62 mission partners world- 
wide, the CWM now finds it- 
self; in investment income 
terms, nearly as big as the 
National Trust ' 

Mike Blackburn, chief exec- 
utive of Halifax, is as fickle 
as the rest of us when it ' 
comes to management gurus. 
Four years, ago Blackburn 
was smitten by the then fash- 
ionable Tom Peters. After 
one session he commented: 
“It’s a bit like an evangelical 
meeting ..iC-What did in*- 
press me was his stress on 
empowering people." Now 
Halifax are lead sponsors of 
a two-day masterclass by 
“management expert" Gary 
Hamel. ■ 

Blackburn described this 
as a “very special event. Gary 
Hamel’s work has been enor- 
mously influential ... his 
views have influenced our : 
approach to the analysts of 
our business. ” 


* 


In Brief 


« TT Group's full-year figures were welcomed in the City yes- 
terday, with analysts nudging up their forecasts for the diversi- 
fied industrial group. After a 2b per cent jump in pre-tax profits 
for the year to December to £-U.9m, current year forecasts were 
being moved up to between £52m and £53m. The company said 
demand for its products, which range from resistors to circuit 
board assemblies and suspended ceilings, had remained strong 
throughout the year with electronic components showing the 
strongest growth. Earnings per share rose 20 per cent to 193p 
while the dividend increased by a similar margin to 632p. 

• Taka re. the nursing home group, warned yesterday that in- 
dustry occupancy levels would not match those of last year. It 
said problems largely related to temporary local authority fund- 
ing difficulties and this would be seen as a short-term dip in the 
group's traditionally high occupancy levels. The group added 
l.U5!» beds in 1905. taking the total to 7.620. but said newly com- 
missioned homes were taking longer to fill. Pre-tax profits inched 
ahead from £21. lm to £21. Sm last year, hit by the decision to 
depreciate buildings. The dividend rises 13 percent to 2.6p after 
a final of l.7p. 
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Glynwed pipes up 25% rise In profit* 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Glynwed, the Aga cookers to 
pipes business, suprised the 
city with a 253 per cent profits 
rise despite worries about the 
slowdown in the UK’s rate of 
economic recovery. 

Analysts edged up their fore- 
casts for this year as the company 
reported profits of £S43m and 
trading improvements in most 
key operations. Zakir Khan at 
Soiciete Gene rale Strauss Turn- 
bull raised his forecast for this 
year by £4m to £102ra. 

About 66 per cent of Glyn- 
wed’s market is in the UK, but 
the company said that contin- 
ued growth in exports, up 35 per 


cent last year, would cushion it 
until the expected economic up- 
turn at the end of 1996. 

Bruce Ralph, Glynwed ’s chief 
executive, said the pipe business 
had benefited from higher 
spending by the water compa- 
nies. The metals businesses 
were also doing well, with vol- 
umes running at the same lev- 
el as last year, despite fears of 
a slowdown in industrial output. 
“Overall, group order intake is 
running at the same level as the 
last quarter of 1995 ” he said. 

The group would be looking 
to make some non-core dis- 
posals in the construction ma- 
terials division, while further 
bolt-on deals were also possible. 


Metals reported record" prof- 
its of £16.8m (£113m), while 
plastics’ profits rose from 
£19.9m to £263m thanks to ac- 
quisitions. A good start to the 
year in the consumer products 
division, which makes cookers, 
could not be sustained because 
of high raw material prices and 
profits slipped from £14m to 
£12. lm; 

Disposals bad helped min- 
imise the company’s exposure 
to the UK economic cycle. The 
£147.3m acquisition of Vic- 
taulic last August would also 
have a significant impact on re- 
ducing cyclical swings- The Vic- 
taulic purchase helped raise 
gearing to 40.9 per cent al end- 


December, but Mr Ralph said 
he was comfortable with the 
debt level and expected this to 
fall to around 25 per cent by the 
end of 1996. . 

Victaulic's integration into 
Glynwed was progressing welL 
It had strengthened the. com- 
pany's position- as a world 
leader in water, gas^and relat- 
ed pipework systems. 

The results include a four- 
month .contribution from Vic- 
taulic, which made an operating 
profit of £4.6m, before reor- 
ganisation costs of £lm. Group 
operating profits rase 25 per 
cent to £93m. The final dividend 
is 835p, lifting the total payout 
from 1235p to 12.75p. 
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Weekend breaks with 



W e would like to invite you to take a 
weekend break and stay two nights 
for the price of one. In conjunction 
with Queens Moat Houses Hotels, our offer 
allows you to pay for one night’s bed and 
breakfast and get the next night, including 
breakfast, free. Rates are based on two 
adults shanng a twin or double room and 
the only stipulation is that your weekend 
break must include a Saturday*. 

You can choose from 82 hotels located 
throughout the UK, ranging from country 
houses and cosy inns, to modem hotels in 
the heart of city centres. All are three or 
four star properties and many will allow you 
to enjoy a longer stay on the same basis, 
pay for two nights and stay for four, for 
example. You can check this when making 
your boohing. 

To add tc our offer, children under sixteen 
can stay free when shanng a room with 
two adults, plus children under six can 
breakfast free. For those of you who are 
feeling energetic, many of the hotels offer 
a Body Club or Club Moativaaon Health 
and Fitness Centre which you are free to 
use. 

Pictured here is Stifford Moat House near. 
Grays m Esse*. Set in six acres of land- 
scaped gardens, which the hotel's elegant 
Regency restaurant overlooks, it offers a 
truly peaceful setting. A double room for 
two people for two nights costs just £60 

* Apart from Ro,ai Crescent H.jtei. Bach and 
B>ii“!?v Manor near Strodora ’.vf.'ch am only amiable 
for stays Simflay-Thurecsay. Seme notes may be atXe to 
offer rraf-week breads on the same basis. please check 
wh*n booking. 


2 nights for the price of 1 
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HOUSE 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

L The offer is valid until 5 May 1996. Some no- 
tes -aid eaend me offer uni 26 Me, 1*96. 
please check when mating your teoting 
This offer s only valid based jpon peon** 
stennga tAirVdOubie bediocm icr a rmhirram 
Of CM> consecutive nijjKs accwrmceason in- 
cluding. full national breakfast 
Ail reserjations are subject to avaiiaeftty and 
allocation at suitable Kdraoms barg swe&ale. 
Children under six veare of ags when snaring 
a room ’.vim two adults v.-ll stay ard cc: free 



. £i. r 






2. 


3. 


4. 


8. 


fer s«d sr.s national Sreafcfas t only. 

Cniidre-. j.-y to SSeen years when snar- 
•“?. a room a-ft :.%o atiute will stay tree and 
t» charged £4 farnawal bresktasi perctwd 
per day. 

CraWren accommodated ther wm mom will 
be ihargsd me same Independent rate as 
adyts. f;o t/wr discounts are applicable, 
“jii PJ/-J9-.. irciudingemtras, s tc be settled 
avir to departure from you' selected hotel. 
Tne offer s crfi> vaifi when you txcA tjrougjt 


9. 


IQ. 


QIKNS-IJVE UK Reservations, 0645 133311, 
quoting ^ “independent ofts^ at ihebme of book- 
ing. tires are open S am - 630 pm week- 
days, 9 am - A30 pm at weekends and Sank 
HaBdays. 

Caroestatnns are to be notified to QUEENS- 
UNE UK Reservations as soon as possible and 
are accepted up to 4 pm cm Ihe proposed day 
at annai. 

This offer cannot be used in oorgunebon with 
ar.y other offer, or promotion and is not vaM 


tor special events, theatre breaks, half -board 
arrangements, iixuy weekends or weetawey 
programmes. 

IL Offers orfy apply rf the hotel Js managed by a 
company m me Queens Moat Houses Group 
at the time a reservation Is made. 

12. PhotDcopres of tokens ®d the- vouchers are 
unacceptable. .• . 

13. The weekend breakpraes are each worth-up 
to a nuemum of £384 and must be t^mbe- 
tore 31 fejgist 3396, sut9«t to avafefaSiy; 


HOW TO QUALIFY 

To qualify for your 2 for 1 weekend break, you 
must collect four differently numbered tokens 
from, the seven we are printing until Satur- 
day 23 March. Ybu will need to attach them 
to a voucher which we will print in tomorrow's 
Independent Today we are printing Token 3, 
tomorrow we will print Token 4. 

HOWTO BOOK 

For a Town & Country Classic Weekend. Break 
brochure call 0541 543 500 quoting "Inde- 
pendent Offer". Once you have chosen, your 
hotel call QUEENS-UNE UK Reservations on 
0645 103311, quoting "Independent Offer". 
Ybur confirmation will then be sent out within 
48 hours. Please remember to take your vouch- 
er and four differently numbered tokens to your 
hotel, they must be presented oh arrival. 

£7 t 000 OF WEEKEND BREAKS 
TO BE WON 

Today we are giving away four weekend breaks. 
Each prize entitles two people to a two night 
bed and breakfast weekend break at the ho- 
tel of their choice. For a chance to win one 
of our prizes, simply call the following num- 
ber. 0891 252 999. \fau will be asked to an- 
swer one simple question and leaie you name, 
address and telephone number. Calls cost 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p;per minufe atali 
other times.- Four winners .will be picked at 
random from all correct entrants after lines 
close at midnight tonight Normal Newspa- 
per Publishing pic rules apply. The Editor's de- 
cision is final. 
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'X'he Governor of the Bank of 
1 Engfand may feel that the 

appropriate stance for the cen- 
tra bank should be to err oo the 

side of. caution - as he said in 
Swede* yesterday - but that 
w ould n ot be the market view of 
. current UK monetary policy. 

There are two main argu- 
ments lor erring on the other 
side, the first of. which has re- 

' : ; ceiwd agreal deal of attention 
: tbeswmdofvdudihasnot'nie 
'...first is that withinVEurope the 
principal danger remains one of 
deflation, not inflation, and the 
UK economy is .sufficiently 
■< dosefyintegrated with the Coa- 
- tmental onethat some overspill 
of this deflation is bound to take 
place. The second is the extent 
to whieb the UK natural rate of 
growth may have risen as a re- 
sult of the structural chqngps 
which have taken place during 
the last few yeans. If this natur- 
al rate of growth has risen, it is 
argued, it should be possible to 
run the economy closer to ca- 
pacity without running into ca- 
l parity constraints. So the present 
’ easy money policy is less dan- 
gerous than it might appear. 

The second argument is a tan- 
talising one because it is impos- 
sible to prove until after the 
event, in which case it may be too 
late. Eddie George was talking 
yesterday about the catastrophe 
of economic policy in the late 
1980s when sterling shadowed 
the mark, leading to too loose a 


argument for 
money doesn’t quite add up 


CAPACITY UTILISATION 


50- 


NacoRBl percentage 


■Manufacturing 


tone — ■ 1 ■ Services - 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

HAMISH McRAE 


monetary policy and an unsus- 
tainable boom. But at the time 
the rd^*ed policy stance was jus- 
tified, in part at least, by ihe ar- 
gument that thanks to the 
structural changes of the 1980s, 
me economy bad a capacity for 
raster growth. In short, exactly 
the same arguments were used 
then as are being used now. 

Yet there ought to be some 
truth in it. If one looks not at 
the possible rise in the natural 
rale of growth but at the possi- 
ble fall in the natural (or non- 
inflationaiy) rate 


of 


of wage-generated inflation, in 
contrast to the situation in the 
late 1980s. The trouble is that 
when one looks at the growth 
of capacity h Is very hard to 
demonstrate statistically that 
anything has changed at nil. 

Intuitively it would be rea- 
sonable to ‘expea that a pre- 
dominantly service economy 
would respond more quickly lo 
changes in demand than a pre- 
dominantly manufacturing one. 
Manufacturing plants take 
months, maybe years, to equip. 
Service industries do not in gen- 


The trouble is that what ought 
intuitively to be happening is not 
showing up in the figures 


unemployment, it is clear that 
there have been an improve- 
ment. The OECD calculates 
that the latter has come down 
at least a couple of percentage 
points: unemployment is now 
below 8 percent and there is vir- 
tually no si gn of a resumption 


era] have large plants with long 
lead times, and so can increase 
their output quite quickly by tak- 
ing on more staff. The way that 
employment has responded 
more quickly to increased de- 
mand this cycle would support 
this point 


Besides, investment in a ser- 
vice industry is rot just propor- 
tionately snv* ler: it is also 
qualitative V: iferenl from that 
of a m * ■* during one. It is 
more ■ Aion of investing in 
irairni-^ or in computer soft- 
ware. in in management rather 
than in investing in plant. 

If there is a shortage of 
trained staff because of over- 
rapid expansion you would ex- 
pect that to show up in rising 
wage rates; if the shortage is in 
computer software, rising prices 
for software packages or ( again) 
wage rates for experts; if in 
management, well, the way- 
round that is to out-source man- 
agement by bringing in consul- 
tants - something that is dearly 
taking place, but so far without 
evident signs of strain. 

The trouble is that what ought 
intuitively to be happening is not 
showing up in the figures. The 
most useful work here is being 
done by the British Chambers of 
Commence, which carries out a 
quarterly survey of capacity util- 
isation in manufacturing and in 
service industries. Since 1989 it 
has been asking both types of 
company- whether they ‘are op- 
erating at full capacity, and 
recording the percentage ihai say 
they' are. The results are shown 
in the graph. 

You can see the problem. If 
service industry was really much 
more flexible than manufactur- 
ing you would expect fewer 


companies to report Lhat they 
were at full capacity, you would 
expect more of them’lo be able 
to find ways of upping their out- 
put- Yet the two lines move 
pretty much together. Sure, ser- 
vice ‘companies have tended 
through the recession to have 
bad more spare capacity, or 
rather fewer of them have 
claimed to be at full output. But 
the similarities are more no- 
ticeable than the differences. 
And at the end of last year there 
was no significant difference at 
all; 40 per cent of manufactur- 
ing firms were at full capacity. 
whDe 38 per cent of service 
firms were. This latter figure is 
the highest since 1989. 

The Chambers of Commerce 
data does not go back before 
1989, so ft is hard to compare the 
situation now with that at the 
height of the last boom in 19S7 
and 1988. But some calcula- 
tions by JP Morgan suggest that 
the comparable figure would 
have been about 44 per cent then. 
If that is right we are not quite 
as dose to the limit, but not that 
far off iL Indeed the speed at 
which the recovery over the last 
two years mopped up capacity 
suggests that the natural growth 
rale of service industries may not 
even be as high as it was in the 
1980s. JP Morgan's conclusion is 
that there is no sign of an increase 
in the UK potential growth rate. 

Statistically that is right, but 
1 would like to think it is wrong. 
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How might we tell, without tcsi- 
ing the proposition to 
destruction? The most sensible 
way forward, perhaps, is to listen 
to what firms arc saying, in par- 
ticular about reasons why they 
might be unable to expand. 

.According to the Chambers of 
Commerce, there seem to be two 
main constraints: people and 


cd the shortages do not show up 
in a sharp rise in wages, we do 
not need io worry about them. 
The market will signal if things 
arc going wrong. 

Premises is more of a surprise 
for you might imaeine, riven the 
scale of the recession, that there 
would be no problem. In fact 
many companies, particularly 


Press on until there are dear 
signs of strain but be ever-ready 
to jack up interest rates 


premises. Companies always 
complain lhat they cannot find 
good people, which may say 
more about their training and 
employment policies than about 
the underlying availability. But 
the proof of titis particular pud- 
ding is in the eating, for provid- 


small ones, do seem to have dif- 
ficulties finding suitable proper- 
ty. There may be a constraint to 
growth there.’ but again the com- 
mercial property market is a 
transparent one, so it should be 
possible to pick up problems be- 
fore they impact on inflation. 


Where eke might one pick up 
capacity constraints? General 
pressure on the infrastructure is 
an obvious area, but our newest 
infrastructure - telecommuni- 
cations - has vast overcapacity. 
There are things like congestion 
on the roads (services involve a 
lot of travel) but that is difficult 
to distinguish. Airport through- 
put is up sharply this year, but 
actual capacity constrain Ls arc 
hardly evident. 

So you end up with 3 rather 
unsatisfactory conclusion: that 
there is no evidence that the nat- 
ural rate of growth of our ser- 
vice-oriented economy has 
risen, but also no evidence yet 
of overheating. Policy conclu- 
sion? Press on until there are 
clear signs of strain, but be 
ever-ready to jack up interest 
rates to slow things down, if sig- 
nals go to amber. Trouble is, they 
will do the first, but not the sec- 
ond. Or that is what Eddie 
George doubtless fears. 
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Other Spot Rates 

J Country - Scaring Doflar 
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Money Market Rates 
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Tourist Rates 


£ Buys 
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market report/shares 


FT-SE 100 

3669 . 6 + 24,8 
FT-SE 250 
4244 . 5 + 17,3 
FT-SE 350 
1844 . 2 + 11,4 
SEAQ VOLUME 
576.1m shares, 
31,132 bargains 
Gifts Index 
92.22 - 0.09 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pries, pence 



Unitech turns out to be the winner in takeover bets 


450- 


5 0 N D J F M 


Shares of Uni tech, the elec- 
tronic components group, 
soared 173p to 68Sp as the 
stock market awaited the sig- 
nalled takeover bid from Siebe. 

The surge means that half 
of one of the market’s 
favourite bets has turned out 
to be a winner. Unfortunate- 
ly most speculators had ig- 
nored Unitcch, opting for the 
other half of the two-way bet 
Eurodisc Electron- 

It all started when Elek- 
trowatt, the Swiss group con- 
trolled by the Credit Suisse 
bank, acquired Landis & Gyr, 
an electronics group. To help 
meet the £lbn outlay the Swiss 
decided to sell peripheral in- 
vestments. including 29.4 per 
cent of Uni tech and 42 per cent 
of Eurodisc, an electronic com- 
ponents company they helped 
put together last s umm er. 

Much of the speculation 
swirled around Eurodisc, 
which seemed to be the more 
likely takeover target 


In the event, Uniiecb, which 
missed the speculative whirl, 
has become the bid target 
while Eurodisc still awaits a 
suitor. The activity was enough 
to lift Eurodisc 1 Ip to 295p. It 
has been as high as 3 12p with 
the market talking of a bid in 
the region of 360p> 

Unitech is likely to fall to 
Siebe. the engineer. Late on 
Friday it disclosed it had 
picked up 25 per cent and had 
options on the rest of the 
Swiss stake. Talks will now 
take place. Unitech, which 
controls Nemic Lambda, a 
Japanese power supply group, 
is thought to want any bid to 
include a cash alternative. 

Some, such as Societe Gen- 
eral Strauss Turnbull, expect 
any bid to be worth 750p; oth- 
ers hover around b50p. Siebe 
lost ISp to 826p. 

The rest of the market 
moved ahead although trading 
was rather lacklustre. The FT- 
SE 100 index jumped 24.3 
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points to 3,669.6 with contin- 
uing takeover speculation and 
a firm New York opening the 
main influences. Dividend pay- 
ments, representing 11-8 
points, masked the strength of 
the advance. 

Cable and 'Wireless, re- 
flecting the potential BT in- 
terest gained 9-5p to 4S5p. BT 
rose 4p to 35I-5p. A Cable 
take-out price is the subject of 
intense debate. The group's 
overseas interests, including its 
controlling stake in Hongkong 
Telecom, cloud the issue. 
Lehman, the US securities 
house, puts the bid price be- 
tween 570p and 670p. 

Insurance shares were firm, 
largely on the back of Credit 


Lyonnaise Laing support. 
Banks continued to recover 
from last week’s mauling 
prompted by the lending war. 

GEC fell 5p to 359 -5p as it 
denied reports of a £Sn deal 
with United Arab Emirates. It 
did confirm that Lucas Indus- 
tries' chief executive, George 
Simpson, would succeed Lord 
Weinstock as managing direc- 
tor. Lucas, little changed at 
192p, is now seen as vulnera- 
ble to a bid. 

National Power and Power- 
Gen, somewhat surprisingly, 
greeted a delay in the monop- 
olies e xamin ation of their pro- 
posed moves into the regional 
electricity industry by moving 
ahead. NP rose 9.5p to 471p 


and PG lL5p to 5 ISp. 

Allied Domecq, the rel 
and spirits group, reboundt 
lQJp to 491p after Friday’s sell- 
off. Takeover hopes were said 
to be responsible for the re- 
coveiy. United Biscuits, an- 
other group where a bid is seen 
as a possible solution to its 
problems, firmed 4p to 246p. 

Zeneca, another takeover 
favourite, ended Sp lower at 
l,375p after stripping out a 
near 25p dividend. Elsewhere 
on the drugs front. Stanford 
Rook gained 30p to 510p' 
ahead of figures and Skye- 
Pharma was duly suspended at 
9pto accommodate a major ac- 
quisition. 

BAT Industries had a 
volatile session, despite a 
“clear the air” over its legal 
problems in (he US. The 
shares ended 12p Tower at 
488p after hitting 482p. They 
were tormented by a sharp fafl 
in the shares of Philip Morris, 
the US group unsettled by 


one of its executives giving ev- 
idence to the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

NFC, the old National 
Freight Corporation, which 
has had a torrid time in recent 
years as a succession of profit 
warnings have devastated the 
shares, moved ahead 3p to 
I55p with NatWest Securities 
making positive noises. The 
shares, it said, could “be about 
to turn"- . 

The day’s profit warning 
was contributed by.Rainford, 
an electrical equipment 
group, which slumped 92 p to 

282p. 

-A warning that write-downs 
could result in an $S7m loss hit 
XCL, the oil explo ration group, 
3p to 16p. The shares were 
102p in October. 

Figures helped some shares 
higher: Pearson put on 7p to 
664p; Doeflex, the chemical 
group. 20p to 238p and TL a 
mini conglomerate, ISp to 
31 Ip. 


TAKING STOCK 


flAlexom the fashion group 
which has suffered three 
years ofiosses, shonldbe 
back in the black .when. It re- 
ports next week. Up.to £2m 
profit is expected against a 
£3.7m loss last time. Fore- 
casts for the current year 
are around £4m. The shares 
rose 4p to 91p. 

□Dana Petroleum improved 
0.5p to 85p, reflecting the 
clearing of a big stock over- 
hang. The company operates 
in the former Soviet Union 
and Henderson Crosth waite 
calculates growth potential 
could take asset value to 
26p. 

□Radio First, traded on 
Ofex, has acquired the Mel- 
low 1557 radio station, 
based at Colchester; It paid 
£225,000 in cash and shares. 
Further deals are expected. 
The shares arrived at 45p in 
October; they closed at 65p. 
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trtHnerstpiu & n ® ts ? ason on turf starts on Thursday and swiftly builds towards the Classics. Here, the leading 
ian Davies of the horses from their stables which can reward their followers in the coming months 

Flat advice to keep punters on the level 
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MICHAEL BELL 

“Go With The Wind, who ran 
twice as a two-year-old, will go 
for an an-weafher maiden soon 

f ?r t 5?i thlrd 11111 *hich Will en- 
title mm to a handicap marfr jj e 

wffl be suited by a m5e or more 

' this season; Doctor Bnnrons has 

had three runs, landed an all- 
weather -maiden over an ex- 
tended, mile at Wolverhampton 
in January and has been given 
a handicap mart of 70. 1 think 
that’s lenient and he might be 
aimed for a handicap at Kemp- 
ton's Easter meeting.” 

JACK BERK? 

NCad Games, chosen for this list 
in 19 94 aod 1995, completes the 
hat-trick. “He'll go for all the 
top sprints over five furlongs 
and may bid for the Haydock 
Park Sprint Championship over 
six in September. However, his 
main target is the Nunthorpe 
over five furlongs at Yodt in Au- 
gust. He" won’t be making such 
an early start this year. Thelfem- 
ple Stakes at San down in May 
will probably be his first race. ■ 
My Melody Parke s will be 
aimed at the 1,000 Guineas 
and will probably run 4n the Nell 
Gwyn Stakes over seven fur- 
longs at the Craven meeting 
first. She’s by the 19S3 Derby 
winner, Tfeenosp, and absolutely 
certain to stay a mOe/’ 

CUVEBR1TTAIN 
“Rabinda won the Houghton 
Stakes at Newmarket last Oc- 
tober. Has wintered very well 
and, a son of Old Vic. will be 
suited by a . mile and upwards. 
Amfbrtas, who is by Caerleon, 
has been showing ability at 
home and will also be suited by 
a mile. He hasplenty of speed." 

NEVILLE CALLAGHAN . 
“Uanehfll Dancer, runner up to 
Alhaarth in . the Dewhurst, is 
well but has not done much fast 
work so far. If he pleases me, 


he may go for the Greenham 
Stakes at Newbury- he would 
have to cany a penalty in New- 
market’s Craven Slakes as he 
won two Group One races last 

ERr m lhen go for the 
2,000 Guineas. I’m hopeful he 
will stay a mile, but I’ve known 
horses show form at seven fur- 
longs as two-year-olds that have 
ended up being best at six. 
Jarawa won the £35,000 Lad- 
broke Autumn Handicap ai 
Newmarket last backendandls 
a progressive four-year-old who 
may go on to better things this 
year. A mile suits him well." 

HENRY CECIL 

“Phantom Quest is a nice maid- 
en three-year-old by Rainbow 
Quest who should win a race. 
Bright Water is a three -year-old 
by Caerleon who last October 
won a mile maiden at Yar- 
mouth. Hopefully, be will make 
up into a Group-class per- 
former at a mile and a half.." 

PETER CHAPFLE-HYAM 
“Astor Place won a 23-runner 
seven furlongs maiden in good 
style at Newmarket and then ran 
well when beaten only around 
three lengths into fifth behind 
Loup Solitaire in the Grand Cri- 
tenmn over a mile at Long- 
champ. He -will start off in the 


With the Fiat turf season season commencing 
at Doncaster on Thursday and the Newmarket 
Craven meeting only fotrrweeks away, trainers 
are starting to get serious with their strings and 
already have a fair idea what 1996 will bold Ibr 
them. Some have reason to believe the next few 
months will bring Classic success, others are 
hoping to land coups in handicaps. Game-plans 
are bring drawn op and stratagems devised. 

Last March, Peter Chapple-Hyam was al- 
ready *n the position of being able to predict 
to ns early success for the subsequent Craven 


Stakes winner Painter's Row, while David • 
Loder was keen on the unrated juvenile Ap- 1 
pland, who went on to win the Cherry Hinton I 
Stakes. Not every horse will realise Its poten- ! 
tial but with patience, following a list of hors- ; 
es can be a fascinating alternative to form-book j 
study- and can throw up up big-price winners. ■ 
The horses listed here, which include unex- 1 
posed handicappere, nnraced maidens and pus- J 
sible winners of the 1,000 Guineas, 2,000 j 
Guineas, Oaks, Derby and St Legec, give the ; 
punter something with which tog o to war. 



Cecil: Bright Water shines 


Craven and then run in the 
Dante. By Sadler's Wells, he 
may be a Derby colt. Heron Is- 
land is another Epsom type. He 
won a 17-runner mile maiden at 
the St Leger meeting before fin- 
ishing two and a half lengths 
fourth to Even Top in the 
Somerville Tattersall Stakes 
over an inadequate seven fur- 
longs at Newmarket in October. 
Well start him off in the Feil den 
Slakes over nine furlongs at the 
Craven meeting and then he’ll 
go for one of the Derby trials." 

ROGER CHARLTON 
“Cap Jnhica, who improved 
about 71b with every race last 
season, ending up rated about 
112 by the Handicapper after 
winning the Cambridgeshire. 
He is expected to make up 
into a Group-race performer at 
10 furlongs. He’s eligible for 
conditions races so I'D start him 
off in one of those in May and 
then look for a Listed race. If 
he improves another 101b, he'll 
make a Group T*vo horse. If he 
improves even more, we might 
even think about races like the 
Eclipse. Private Song is a nice 
American-bred by Private Ac- 
count who will be suited by a 
mile to 10 furlongs. He finished 
a promising half-length second 
on his only start as a two-year- 
old in an 18-runner maiden over 
seven furlongs at Doncaster 
last November.” 


PAUL COLE 

Riyadian has wintered very 
well and, if he comes up to 
scratch, the main target this year 
will be the King George at As- 
cot He acts on any going and, 
although he ran well when two 
lengths second to Spectrum in 
the Champion Stakes over 10 
furlongs, wifl race only at a mile 
and a half this year. Leonine, 
who ran a bit green when a 
short-head second is the six fur- 
longs Convivial Stakes on his de- 
but at the York August meeting, 
then returned to the same track 
a fortnight later to win a maid- 
en over the same trip. He will 
make a fair miler this year. I'll 
start him off in one of the less- 
er Classic trials, maybe the one 
at Thirsk over the round mile, 
although if he really pleases in 
the next few weeks we might 
think about Lhe Greenham.” 

LUCA CUMANl 
“Humourless, who is by Nash- 
wan out of a slaying mare, had 
three runs last year but was 
rather backward. He was beat- 
en about five lengths into fourth 
place in a 17-runner maiden 
over a mile at Leicester on his 
final start. Hopefully this year, 
as he matures and tackles 
longer distances, he should 
make a useful performer. Select 
Few. by Alzao, also had three 
nuts last year and, on his last 
outing won a Goodwood maid- 
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2220 WHd West Wind 
230 Vacant Tbskj 
3220 Bftacrack 
3JSO My Rossini (nh) 


HYPERION . . . .. . 

. 4250 CaB The Shots 
. 450 Current Speech 
5L20 General Italic 


GOING: Good. 

■ L*fl-h*ad course. ftoo-in of 1 70yd. 

BC(xir*bSElrft»^raBSaT7. UaraH»lMfon(Perte-ClWillIIe)»<()olnaootIree-AI>- 
MZSSI^C^£l?(ClrtfemLTHtateBsU0(1^£^ CouneSSL GAB PARK: Flee. 


■ CEASING T2AMEBS WTCH BONNERS: M Mpe — 43 nfajneH from 148 nmnew 
gives a suttees ratio of 28.9% and i proflv to ait level stake of £6.60; X Bailey — 24 
winners, &Q runners; 25.9%,. +£P.8f»; OSkenvood- — J8 winner*. BOnmnets, 303%, 
+&24.0R; N TnbWMe* ■— 17. winners, 90 runners, 17.7%, -621 .10. 

B LEADING JOCKEVS:R Pe n w o od y — 38 wtravera, 168 Hdee, 225%. -453.75; JO»- 
home— ‘*1 winners, 86 rWea. 20-2%. +S57.49;NWUM*n»oo— -24 wtaDera, 148 rides, 
103% ~S02S3; A Umptn — J36 rides. IBR*, -JSB.B7. 

WINNERS IH THBLAST SKVKK DATS: None. LONG-DISTANCE BUNNKBS: Gallant 
Lord 1 520) hag been sept IBfiniBes by Mg LJewg] ftomSaaon Valence. Kent. 


7 34*05 MIETteRemaqiM&ATGantfiBinfiOUlllOfl 

8 OO&lflU BIZMUMICU) W®SHsDMt5UftWfcyG103 

-Bdadmd- 

BETIMG: 5-2 Smith Too, 3-1 Brets of Hat, 4-1 My RntfW, 5-1 Fitter (TBrim, SJL CWtoa Set, 
BxKfen. 12-1 ottin 

FORM GUIDE 

Beam Of Mar won in sjffe when he took a Leicester handicap nerhutoas on r*s tl isi sraft 
of the campalffi and ha has sneo on weS, winning at Hereford, over fences. Haring sad 
that, be is 12fo Nffterin me rating than atLettasw and he ancotrtMre a oattMiaity im- 
preued horse in the shape at May Remeiey's rawer ehzadjan. who strofled home in a wo 
and a quarter rides 1 handicap at Kelso at the start of the month. That knpoved form (he 
ooufd tens won by a dozen lengths instead of two and a half] handy maims hnt Dutstand- 
Ing o«r tta contrasting cm off a £*It> titgw m&k. bvltv> shapes as H he sOcxJd be sutt- 
ed by three mUas. He urweated his nder either ade of the Kelso wn. txn those eaity mishaps 
simply seemed unhid?. Ifly RohM dd not qJta do himsalf justice in a more competfovs- 
looMng nice at Haydock last Bma. finowng eheed of CHAon Set hri nmnaig tilth of 13 to 
-Outsat My BosaW was pamaiarty gxne anti consoem last season, mobfy mhan aiouod 
to donnate. and much wd hinge on whether he It, able wrest the load off another fram- 
lurmlng type, Smttb Tool There are reservations about Smith Too m terms of the pound 
because a Dwly surtax srts rwn so ml. but he was a handy vrinner at Cheltenham and 
Hajetoch Heariy season and he ran respectably when tfwd to Zsmhareer al Doncaster last 
time. Kacar showed real staying qualities to «m at Chepstow In Noremoer but that was a 
sapping nice m tmng pouid and he hasn't looked quRb B» same horse since, though vres 
in good form in the lata spring last year. Selection: EHZADJAN 
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WDRTiWGIDN DRAUC9IT W NOVICE HUBH£ (GLASS D) 
(DIV I) £3^50 2m 4f 110yds Penalty VMue£2£&L 

10-2A1F WDWE5TVMD(28)0f>dVesBlitMiBSHIVtoit6UU)- i JFtHtoy 

0CKU- AWESW|34DIAnre[XchH!!SdVte*TfoaedTfb^6n3. 

PP0GSP BOSSTWOSS (ZlJWrEMasatt Jones) A Streem 7113. " 


CAFFREYS BUSH ALE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 3m 2f Penalty Value £2383 

5IPMPP STOhMNG STUFF pt^fSfcsaeaOECTGMiga it 170 Hlotoanp) 

26*211 PMCe5«lWn(GDWa*BlKBMe»911U. 


16*20 BtlSIBt BOB (34) fftbert A Basis'. li rttetwej Ma J Ptrnan 6 11 3_ 
55M66 CHIUf HANG (I5| (W G N Ita^n) J tfii^i 6 113-i— _ — 
oo hniNMwin(U)a)JCa«flDcn5U3, 


..TBoy 


25-2RJ0 FMHES POWBt (4B) few Bering P 6XSx8113 — ^ — - 

A» OISAHr (7ri| (Mb R CoUroKD M Ppe 7 U3; — 

0 N00R HAIL PHWCE (71401 S Bnoldxusal K Bute 6 ll 3 

23-303 SIX WORD (1^ tSBwonl Raong Partner#*)) J EdwnR 7 H 3 .. 
000 7K0niEHMAU(&)(SiorKl]n[&lta*g)‘W>LSdiM6113 . 
126 BWAtE AH6SA(Rb PW yclICartifflisOeoFXrtarAlll _ 

00 H0WStCK£Ut(15)0asVSsatan0TUG1012: 

50 LAMBRH (B5){HafcwoiJdl*BWlwafUtODMc(fein61D12— . 
-Mi 
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11-2332 REnORfCA8m(19] OoilCadti^nlTFoRlsfT 1110 

536-355 CA1ABRESE (to (Et Mia MWaBonlUWEasmby 11110- 
PF-F3P2 YWMB DUBUOt (to (W® A C00p9} **s J 7 10 13 _ 

P33052 MOMS FRHCE (to <A ZaEapubl UBs A EmbOcos 11 10 10 . 

F11P13 PBBMMOM£pD(JLWaRiartOMrsSSnWh7 10 9 

41F502 USA5HP(BI |C0] (The Icy FwBanna*p)C Ham 1110 B_ 

(B3412 CA11 7H£ SHOTS (34) Uchn VlfeOEl J Vt*te 7 10 8 
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BEnwe 4-1 Boster Bob, 5-1 VWdWBStVfeod, 6-1 SBk Wort. 7-1 Oyswt,lS-2Aut&oo,»-lFU- 

Vm Pown, 10-1 Ror*o Aagote, 16-1 Itoor Hid Pita, KM oBmm 
US5; no correfoontung onasig 

FORM GUK - . 

BUSIER BOB veil bo wefl suited by the trip, which he tacWes for the first tmta. He is a tab, 
scopey getcw« by dearly Bust out of a mare who won over hurifea m betand. He Is atso a 
haH-brothcr to a winning Irish jumpar. Buster Bob won a BkMHun bumper at Warwick tn 
Nonmber when ha was tackwwl and gun but got Ms second wttd after fowig m plteh 

imB a role from the finish. Two oonnff later he «w tow. tengths adtt rf Sfc Word In fin- 

(SUM fourth to B Rub» over hunfies Bt HaydocK.^ He taOo«« up by cMctaig Inwfcareand 
Famasbc Fleet twmnw slnw) at Lefoastar and men mana*w only seventh ofl2to Khg- 
dom Of Shades at Ascot. Ho was not Rnoched about A Ascofaflmr b«ng ouqwrerf and ha 
is bhdy to feava that tom behind in dis Basfef-looMng raoa wtth the jester emphasis on 
Btamim. SA Wfort has run a couple of Hair races at mis trfo and, wch the btrters fitted, 
has each- w 3 v dams. StU, a Ufjaw danan 1 may ba WM West WUnd who was si the process 
at rurewE a good race when foltngtiw flom home fn last month's Kampwt wo-mMar won 
t» n» uSfiriCaO Eauwnme. W8d West VWnd has the footo and petfigree c< a horse who 
T*il aopreoate todays mp. FWhm P«-w r e^dy raced sines waflrnS a 
ter 1*» attempts, but wHl ^ppredato the good euiml -• . Selection; BISTER BOB 

TS-Eftl CARUNG BLACK LABEL NOVKE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 
«3J G) £3,450 added 2m Penalty Value EWTO 

m3 vtoAiirTOao'iBiUWJtolSiJoiiiSwtnejMRpBSii? 

I . 05-354 BSWraD nrat (117HMIS M fbtotEoriWC!^ 5 111 , 

0 FARADAY (99) © UcCw) D UfcCain 6 11 1 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
J 
8 

9 

10 

U -461-FTO AlBOTBAffi(13) P) 0*4 TRKmsey) Tierney 9105. 

12 5U52FP JOBE (14) PTw Averur Patneratrip) J Hefont 8 10 3 

13 W53U lHFBCCABUTBW8(to0*sCaroieMschtBOOHeA131OO_._ 

-ISdadbrad- 

MWtsw Iietftc lost nw mndcap ne»«; Imyeccabfe TWr*9a8». 

BEmNQ* 5-2 Ractoty Cardan, 3-1 Price's M, 7-1 Aubot Prince, 8-1 YOmf DuUmrr, 10-1 Pent- 
Man GAt. Rs A Snip, 12-1 otter* 

romieuDE 

The Maanur oonnacUon maKaa Raclary Garden look interesting. Tim Forster's seven-year- 
old having run that Festival winner to three lengths a Ludow last tine. But Rectoy Gar 
den was getting plenty of vwifftt and. not for the first bma. tended to junp sloppily. He is 
knocfcty on the door but Panndan Gale cames only lost 2#> if RKhanJ WBdnson's dam 
Is taken Into account and has a decent chance on me pick of ms him, wen a there » a 
sign worry over whether this pound w a have enoutfi bounce m tt. My fancy tor a trappy 
handicap B PRICEfS HBJL who vrifl stay aveiy yard and looks a decent sort now that he has 
ironed out fits lumping. True, he Is creeping up the handicap but he looks a horse that me 
assessor might find It harel to keep pace wtth. Price's HU out In ms best round or jumping 
so for a Windsor last time and pused 11 tenths dear of heeno, white ne earned a cimi- 
ter waHjrt to th» when on The mark a Fbntwea the nme before. Janwah ssems fiarly hand- 
taappea ff she can Keep har feet, whfie Cad The Shots, only omen, looks to have some 
scope tor knpnwsmenL Selection: PRICE'S HUi 


430) 


.UVMs(3) 
D McCain 



4-3000 «a»A»SW(MflaurettflBW«LlW^MmMI^^ 

0 JH» flflW'gg WJPoWa^W Wg«e sal - 

as .aBaKKfiSsaRaiw.il 

CfKGO L ST2S2 

"S SS» , A , aa5S-‘S5i=5i=3rfiBB 

06030 cw***i JUMP Bll (BiaaBadhanfiFMunfV 4107 - ... J J HuiM»d i H 

0 IGR0V PROTEGE M I&OP 1 RaangllW) Lztfl H * ID 7 -CRm(7] 

0 roots OF PW06 {3> 4102 — VSSta 
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_j ' sUIB!BI»0k«raihcklort)Mftyan4lO2 

mi n mifi ! 3.1 VBBwtToskl, 7-2 Coast Atoafc «-lGsot«af Mm A-2 Cattle Ceflkti, 91 Beeckflefo 
Ryer. 10-1 Now Protuge, 12-1 V&m* Spin, M-l others 

‘gr^Sn CURLING PREMIER NOVItiE HANDICAP {CLASS F) 

| £3,600 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £2^79 

. . .iirv» BsnmHSAIiartolMisH J CfeiW SBbUsIhwTIIID — JS5K 


DRAUGHT BASS CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^>00 2m Penafty Vakw £2^379 

203530 DOQKEB8AES (17) W AUUvta 6 11 IQ CRaa(4) 

03114 WBHBANX UB) (D) (PHflf N DdOO Mb M Raetey 4 119— 

000050 AWSI SOfTl TOW [Mien RarnwhoJF lkfpr75 117- 
644214 CUtBB(T SPSCH (15] (W (C H StE«riy T Eataitry 5 11 7 . 

05554 PEKOWUS (13] (UsG Sites} Cap! JVWMI6U4, 
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BFodoo 


00-1 saHIBHWBJDlMG pure A Vtoman. Reynolds S Deed WOay6U 3 — Guylmfe 

53P NeiJWOOO JOKER (1025 (Inpie Damona Pwliwshp) J A HonK 5 11 2 APnctre 

M1031 PHOOIOOO PKKEB (B) gi) 0ta B McheI R Bte 9 11 0 (7o) RJnbnson 

5-1F355 PflKIOW GUttO (15) (0) (The Crack CM)) A areera fl 10 13 

0000 WWWG 115) (MrsHSe*ri«*) J RuG«Biil5 10 11 E 



11 4003-56 AN08AIH(19)(DJDnesjD JonaB 1010 , 

12 0-00006 COtswklL(8)(MreYicnreAfccp)RAl5op510 6 

13 0-00024 MQRnERN SWeat (20) (Joe P6na» R Haffs 6 100. 

14 2R0003 IR PomatW (17) [final Futaifc PatreshcH R Brtteienwi 7 10 0 Q Crons (4) 

15 6EF95 UTILE TlCimE (13) Aka 1 HknetStenM METMlTKs5l<ner6100-So|AteUlcM 

-15 i^cfared- 

JWOmm Mfght: lOst, True Nathan Sugar A Mr ftgpteui 9s 13a. UBt nwme9stiab. 
BCTTWC: 7-2 Carant SpMcb, 5-1 Prtdawood Ptekar. 6-1 KWrbaUc 7-1 AteW Soft 1, 10-1 Doone 
i Weddng. 14-1 Pwao ri a ua . 16-1 WoMog. 20-1 attar* 
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- ID ■ JrWfVL furtrfjftflirfg Ifl 2 . c V**. 

11 J 000064 OOIWffiY KPS W 

10-1 Barton Seda, 1« odg. ^ 


insn radar Doom Braes has yn to w*i a race and has up wetgn, but tms isn't a very 
compet i t i ve handicap. FenJy Murphy must have thou0rt a htne bit of AINSI SOfT IL test 
season U hare run rwn against some cT me leadng novices m the hUfflon In Mnd Hurtle 
at Cheltenham oxl Ansi Sort n foPared upwHia serervian^h Newbury second of 10 to 
Often Beet in the mud. Ha has struggfed to make an impact since but was a fair film to 
Frogmarch si Newbury two outings back and this looks the type of race he mght rui wed 
m, especially with Ns aat#? n gpod form row winners at Chedainam). Mr Ropptatonwoud 

seem to enter the piciure on hsWtanwdithUd rrf 21 © Royal As Nag but the form of that 
race has taken a few knodo and a taggsr threat coirid be Currant speech Mn had Pre- 
ston Guild and Waking behind whan fourth to Ram Tome at Doncaster last tune. Hgh- 

banfcseantatoharersskmiijnjoraejposedbetwidEtoiCfOGaKeteoandttitwgiPridewood 

Fteker has been beaten In seders, he did war tldlv from 13 nwfe at Taunton er^it days 
am. Even so, an 8to penalty lesaens ms cnance. Soottkh Weddtog rewwems a stable 
wnh a IMowtne here but sha prebatty has enw# wfogftt despoe her 12 -tengin Taunton in 
seang gBOB m m« January. The la her first tun smee. SeiacUore aksi StOTlL 


6-1 T«^r Deal. 7-1 Tridoowo, B-l 



2ftj out of me was In 0&W shape tor tils British 

•anfl-he rs very lightty- ta ° Ba J or J‘ ---« tor jut® Box Boy. The form might 

debar ar Cawte vutoerabie fo 

not amotmf to nro ch but .^SlSS^fk. wetartg since Hs Nouemper wfo at Plufflp- 

I ton m wfat ws a wtui nmh. vw«M8»» jermyPnmaVs StmeGae sbtiear- 

^etotoontEASTERNR^ 

fOCA] HOOPERS B) £7,000 

S5H added 3m 

1 433656 6 U 7 MARbM 

2 31-1133 MrRThomtMtT) 

3 ^ vi j P4rvm 8 11 4— W Mwfowr 

4 (WU<3 LASpSl 

c HARM ID) AAS Mar896I O0npvi| n _ ,.r « bar • 


WORTHNGION DRAUGHT W NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
” u l (DIVII) £3£50 added 2m 4fUJ0yds Penalty Vataa£2^fii 

025135 NtHWRIIN/73)(SKrefcflWHte)dasOD71110 MA«»a« 

U-F54P5 BUCXSSURPWS£(24) WnLEMcrtcrj JMadaeBU3 TBcy 

0 WHJC BLUE (12] (Twi HBDimnpl Mrs S Smtti 6 U 3 LDOOBrfym 

jlSMoao 


«KBJC BUJE (to (Ifew Hemraipl Mb S ! 
(MUMff U» ffW 1 Min) Ms l JngI 7 : 


4FG22P mBULTOmtSSimi 
1-500 aomefDffianwasnreraPwtoiJi 
'• 500 MASTS PAliffiHt(32)(Marai Van Dane) ItalPtmanSlll 

EDO OPEBEnO(tofGNodOMa5Na*eu3 

32MB IHWWfiMWttoPCtoi^Jft^ 

- 605 IWCLEALGY(25) ©rtf* Matasl life H KngS 7U3 

040 . OMfWKHM(RPRWfemlMBAHMl71012 


12 00002-6 «RNAKANOf84}(BJM RyaU BRjelfl 1012. 

13 0600 WOBtIL LAKE (12} 0*^ IE Brookes] A JWKM 510 12. 


.JephteMfabdlfa 
-g JobOHWfJ) 
_W Huston 
^BBradtey 
^.SWDmaa 
—JFTWey 
; Wynne 


3 Upton 
J-Keney 


_Ur H RocUb 


621406 KAW CTjW 9 10 5 

-613003 iwRrao i B*ra(fJ)WW |S6JSM ”i 


-Udedared- 

BSIBft’ 4-1 None RUn, 54 Unde Algy, 6-1 PtAamunic, 7-31 Hutar PeBeter, 8-1 General Ton 
1c, JUW Bads SaiMse, tol GmAc Blue, Gotten Dnan, M-l efben 
romnanoE 

UNCUE ALfiY toons capable of trottofing the form horses, tkna Ran and (hmerai Tania. 
Unde Algy ran stall of 21 In a Nawtuy bumper two years ago. saying on, and was efl The 
course all of tost season altar me mote run when only ninth of 17 to VUlzcn al Here tort. 
He ran a nice race alter the layoff when fifth to DecKteYourse# a KengKon 25 days a(J>, 
-Nora Rut was an easy winner of a minor event at Wtasor in Jareay ananas snee been 
ihWin*h*ncJicaparal then «th to 0 Rubio at Hay*dt where he Hundeiefl four out and 
- cart! keep on at arty ore pace afterwards. General Tome to a maiden war nurties nut na 
form is reasonable snou^r. Setocttons UNClE Alev 


en over a mile in good fashion. 
He win be suited % 10 furlongs. 
Both horses are 'likely to be 
ready to run in April.’’ 

JOHN DUNLOP 
“Nwaxtmis had a lot of physical 
problems last year but hopefully 
be is over them. As he has won 
only one race, he is eligible for 
a lot of conditions races and I 
want to gel a sweetener into him 
in a minor contest before think- 
ing about a Group race and he 
may run in the Doncaster Mile 
on Thursday. Rim SalsabU. al- 
though she may turn out more 
of an Oaks filly, will be aimed 
at the 1.000 Guineas and. as she 
is a long-striding filly, i may lake 
her to Newmarket to run in the 
Nell Gwyn over the straight sev- 
en rather than go to Newbury 
for the Fred Darting which is 
run round a bend.” 

JAMES FANSHAWE 
“Judicial Supremacy is a two- 
year-old full brother - by Wmi- 
ing out of mare by The Minstrel 
- who will probably make his de- 
but in a six furlong maiden in 
May. Nunsharpa, is a three- 
y ear-old half sister to Unblest 
by Sharpo. She finished un- 
placed in a six-furiong Newmar- 
ket maiden on her only start as 
a juvenile last October. She will 
be ready to run by mid-April, 
will slaii off over six or seven 
furlongs and might get a mile .” 


JOHN GOSDEN 
“Lord Of Men. who won the 
Group One Prix de la Sala- 
mandre for me has wintered 
well. He will sum off In either 
the Greenham or the Craven. 
He should stay 10 furlongs but 
1 am not sure he would last the 
mile and a half of the Derby. 
There are fewer stamina doubls 
about Sacho [cut to 16-1 from 
20-1 by the Tote yesterday for 
the Derby] who is by Kris out 
of Oh So Sharp. He ran very 
prcrrnisingjy on his only start, fin- 
ishing second in the tradition- 
ally competitive Chesterton 
Maiden Stakes at Newmarket in 
October. He will be suited by 10 
furlongs or a mile and a half, will 
run afihe Craven meeting and 
is a fine prospect. " 

JOHN HILLS 

“Ai Abraq is a three-year-old by 
Reprimand who won on his de- 
but and then w’as a creditable 
fifth to Rio Duvida in the Tat- 
tersalls Houghton Slakes. 1 was 
going to run him in lhe Free 
Handicap at the Craven meei- 
ing. but he has had a minor set- 
back and will now wait for a 
conditions race later cm. He has 
wintered very well and might be 
good enough for something 
like the Jersey Stakes at Royal 
AscoL Diminutive had three 



Gosden: Sweet on Sacho 


runs last vear, finishing third cn 
the last o’f them in a maiden at 
Leicester when he came back 
not quite righL He has been 
wintering in Pisa, getting a bit 
of sun, and is working well oul 
thcTe. He'll start off in a small 
maiden and will then go for 
handicaps at a mile to 10 fur- 
longs. He's the sort who might 
have a crack at the Britannia 
Handicap at Royal Ascot/ 

LYNDA RAMSDEN 
The trainer's husband, the re- 
spected professional gambler 
Jack Ramsden, said: “Master 
Charter had slight soundness 
problems last year but still man- 
aged to win over seven furlongs. 
He appeared not lo gel a mile 
subsequently’, but is bred to get 
10 furlongs and should stay a 
mile this year. He is entered for 
a six furlong handicap at Don- 
caster on Friday. Another ready 
lo appear soon is Siuud. who 
was picked up for 4.000 guineas 
from Tom Jones last back-end. 
She is at the bottom of the hand- 
icap. stays well and will go for 
14 furlongs-plus handicaps." 

ALEC STEWART 
“Dabka Dancer, who has 
strengthened over the winter, is 
by Cadeaux Genereux out of 
Lupc Stakes winner Lady Ship- 
ley. He was fifth in a maiden on 
the July course and then a 
close third in a 19-runner sev- 
en furlongs maiden at 
Yarmouth. He will run in mid- 
April and should make a fair 
miler/10 furlongs performer. 
Jomalrah Sunset is an unraced 
three-year-old fDly by Be My 
Guest who has had niggling 
problems. She has made up into 
a very attractive sort and I will 
be disappointed if she cannot 
win races. She has been making 
more than average progress in 
recent weeks. Likely to stay a 
mile, she may be ready to ap- 
pear in mid-April." 


AYR 


HYPERION 

2J0 Mamflcat 2.40 Shonarafc Way 2UO Rustic 
Air 3y40 Stay Awate 4JO Notable Exception 440 
Ardarroch Prince 


3 45-1X26 STROMS APPROACH (Hft (DMCnsttWll SO 12 .SSMf 

1 363-403 PCSmVE ACTION tlO||C|U BanteS 10 iO 10 1 Rued 

5 law RUSTIC NR (14) (D) (Bn i FOGeraki 9 10 1 JICMysr 

-SMnd- 

BErma: 114 General Coranand. 3-1 Jnst Ranfot, 7-2 Rmflc Mr. 11- 

2 Positive Action. 6-1 Strang Approach 


GOING: Good (Good lo Finn In places). 

■ Left-hand ^Hoping comae: run-m 210yds. 

■ Comte Is E of u»wn on A7BH. Ayr suawi (service troai Gtav 
gov; 1m. ADMISSION: Chib SI 2; Grandsuod S7 {PAFs hall- 
price). CASPARS: FVee. 


3.40 


JURA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,750 added 2m 
12 UD- VAUMI1Sl(33S)fo) M tammondS UU-MrCBomerp) 
3-11206 SttY AMHKE (UB) ID) Mrs U Reidey 10 1112 -_ J* NMn 
564PCC NQRDR:SU«|17}foM-UQ^Jsire&&U12 -ftHananero 

151 RQnUL CftESI (484) (D) M CamaOto 5 11 3 -M Dwyer 

F0B051 SHARKASWIA lto|CO) T EasteDy 6 11 2_ J-Wjw 


All races 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hghl ht»» h*i^ been «ra 2 1 2 mite, 
(him the Mabon area oT Nonh Toitehire. 


9 ini ARRAN tfir NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFt- 
1 ER) (CLASS D) £4JW0 added 2m 4f 


9 21-0060 »GH MW® [5HDj Mbs L 5«laC 7 10 12 R Supple 

7 606100 VIU.DE RAMA (12) DernSmtti 7 ID 10 _ — - PCarbany 

8 500000 BHEF REUMON (171 (D) 5 MeuJfiwi 5 10 6. B Storey 

-8 dadarad- 

EErnwCc 3-1 atariaaMca, »-2 Nonlc Son, 5-1 Stay AvoAe. O-l Royal 
Crest 7-1 Mb* Taft M VM De RaiM. 9-1 oOwi 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
5 

7 

8 

9 

10 &WSCO CRAIGIE SAMEB£R (10) O Rmerson 7 109 JBUto 

11 
32 
13 
It 
15 


041213 SUE CHARM (10} (Dl Me. 5 Bradxime 6 11 10 -A Watt (7} 

121201 OUJ KUBIIS (24J (D) J- L Eyre /• 11 10 CEBs«{7) 

00-K01 REALT0MC (15) G Rchacfe 6 11 10 PCadMny 

4-21333 l«aEITOflrpO)raF)JJOTte«611S A Roche (3) 

1-624 QUADWO (IS) PH c Tturettm 6 11 0 M Foster 

60000 CUSSiOL CNOCf (38) J 8arr»’ 5111' LWyv 

2345-34 MAMMCW (24) (BF) I Fvtoac 6 11 0 JIDnyer 

0053 SHANAVDGH{U]GMoctc5110 

060362 SMBNG SAM) (11] P Mnnwh 6 11 0 . 


A ml BUTE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D)£54 j00 
^*-*•^1 added 2m 4f 


.A Dobbin 


6-55 MARTHA SUOOE (38) J G<*te 7109 PNNeo 

603663 WSSUUWUfiHr(8)FUrfB3i6l0 9 JTSupHe 

0054 MORE CHAMPAGNE [113] Mk 0 Thomson 6 ID 9 -LOTtaa 
FP Pffliy STAB (3^ L Ump F 10 9 TRead 


623211 SOtflA (11J (C) C Paver 7120. 


— B Storey 


63OHS0 ANOTHER MEADOW (117] J Dion 8 11 2 ADobtAo 

214-2P3 CORSTON RACBI (101 Mrs S Bracturie 8 11 7 .7 Reed 

2FJ-P62 DOSE MARSHALL (62] J Wade 8 11 2 ASSmOi 

445 333 BNaODMAN (13) (to 8 WAnon T 112. MOwyw 

3-44502 NQOBLE EXCartON (34] Mrs M Rerelev 7112 — PMwn 

<05322 RBEL MNC (to U Bamei 6 11 2 PWaffinU 

006010 REVEDEVALSE11S) Denys 5n«i9U2 BhartSng 

OSPifr VESTAL MILS (330] D McCune 10 11 2 □ Bentley 


F-F5042 WHITE DIAMOND (11) MCS L RlE&el 8112.. 


JA Foster 


JRafton 


0-555 SS.VBI PBWV (to Atoi A Saroani 5 10 9 . 

- lBdeclared- 

BETIMft »2 Unde Koeoy. 5-1 Old KaMtS, MareScal, 6-1 Real Tonic, 7- 
1 Btae Chamv 8-1 CMadine, Sharaw^i, 10-1 Efotfof Sand. 16-1 others 

I COLONW NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 

I £3J50 added 3m 110yds 

0-14 BUDACCUM /Jfl) OT 6 W Moore 6 11 9 NBMdtey 

06TJ312 IEAD0WBURN (to te Reed 6 11 4 -TReed 

032F44 CANAAN VAIJLEV (to 0 Ratereon B 113 — IButte 

0 LDTHAN COMMODORE |63) 0 RiTOnB 6 11 3 ADohhin 

2003 MASTER SAJCY J12) B 9U3 B Storey 

0P-2R04 MWAT (11) U Banes 6 11 3 — PWBffloH 


1-3142F DtSCO ISS M0T1S (135) (D) F Muptly 5 10 13 P CBriKffy 
-Udeelamd- 

BETIW6: M Soda. 7-2 Dfew Dee Mcttea, 4-1 Notafate ErcepSon, 7-1 Defce 
Marshal, 8-1 Coretaa Racer, krtetcnlen. White Dtenood. 10-1 qfoers 

GJGHA SIANDARD OPEN NARONAL HUNT 
FLAT (CLASS H) £L550 added 2m 
6 ARDARROCH PRINCE (24) Ms MRnefev 5 11 4 _R Hodge 

2 CRAGNABUDV (8) W Reed 6 11 4 TReed 

MJGHABAB S Kralaxd 5 11 4 #Pan«|7) 

LAST7RY B Htnerel 5 11 4 R Supple 


4.40 


335346 BU)0WK SPRSffi U0) Ms D Thomson 7 ID 12 .lOTian 

000600 MEAD0WI£CK (to W YtJunfi 7 10 12 R Murphy (7) 

2202 SHONAJWS WAY (10) (TO) P UxteOi 5 10 12 — U Foster 
-9 declared - 

BETTING; 2-1 Statara’i Way, 4-1 Master Sandy, 5-1 Meadoatwro, 6-1 
Canaan VaBey, Bold Account. 7-1 Lofoten C oawin d o ra. 8-1 others 

ISLAY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 2m 4f 


aio 


F525-«l RJST FRANKC (SO) (C) Mra M BMley 12 11 10 — PNhen 
P-11412 GBrEJML COMMA® (IS (BR G Adians 8 11 7 J> CarlMny 


IORD POOGSH P Monwtti 5 11 4 
PHAR ECHO L Ur®) 5 11 4 . 

0 RED WABRIQ8 P4) M Hannond 5 U 4_.JBr C Bonner IS) 

ROADWAY JOKER M tones 5 11 4 PW&gpH 

31 BA filAn (8) Ms A Senteinli 4 11 3 IRdbm 

CUM COUNTRY L Un£o 5 10 13 Uenfce(7) 

02 AIAVISI1C (to R fisner 4 ID 10 — J»Mwo 

4 SHARMKAWH (IT) 0 Enoy 4 io 10 Blfen&ngp} 

23 SWYWORD PraDC (to (BF) J Bcflsnfey 4 10 10 ,.D Byrne 
THE ANMAL Lfcs M MiBgar 4 10 10 lWyer 

0 BOMJYHOG»LU*W)<1D5 FPerrsfl 

000 M0REBASH (11) A Crtti 4 10 5 AUmend) 

- 16 deduced - 

BETTeffi: 5-1 Swycfonl PrlOe, 11-2 Ardarroch Prince. 6-1 AlsvteiJe, SbaiV 
akanoA 3-1 Coffobuoy. 0-1 Els Mala, 30-1 Phar Echo, 12-3 otters 


FONTWELL 


HYPERION 

2J0O Uncte Bert 2J3Q How^ It Gofn 3XH3 AB Clap 
Hands 330 FRESH CHOICE (nap) 4 jOO Halham 
Tarn <L30 Flying Fiddler 


GOING; ijixid 10 Firm. 

■ Left-hand hiirdhr course; fiRUre-of -eight chase couree. 

■ Course Is S o( vfflage ar JimclViri of A2F and A27. Barnftumail- 
niay scauon (Brlgluon - roriiawnuh lirwl Lim. ADMISSION: ChJi 
i/ 2 ; Joruor duh( 12 u- J 3-ycar-tJds) 52, onder (2s free: Touer- 
safe 58 laccompaiued under- 1 Ss (ree l; Silver Ring 14. CAR PARK: 
Picnic area 54 phis £4 for each nccupaiu; remainder free. 


3 0 OflLDHAY CHOCOLATE (88) P Wcnob 8 11 8 A P McCoy 

4 325P40 TEATHADER (6) Mrs L aaiaK5 10 U & Mifictnnh 

5 24302-64 TRAVH. BOUND OS) Mts J Ptmun 11 11 8 R Fteiant 

6 aS2- ViCSWY OF MRA (315) M Maaooa 9 11 5 . J R Kavane^i 

7 529P6P WELSH COTTAGE (B) J aifcrt 9 11 8 PMde 

8 FD6 70DDUNG HN (11) R Hod^s 9 11 3 JFMK 

BETTING: ll-4Teatreder, 3-1 AB Clap Hoads. 7-2 Tran! Bound. 5-1 CfaOd- 
bay Chocolate, Viceroy Of tedte, 10-1 waUi Cottage, 12-1 others 


330 


mil 


CHANTta. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Mr PlayfnQ (4-301 has been uni 
166 mfles hjr R Fraa from BucMrakjjfli, Dcran; Benlry Wood (2 00) 
ft Hyttersdunn i3.30iseni 143 ndes by P Hobbs from BUbraaL, 
SomasK. 


200 


•CERTAIN JUSTICE 1 NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 2f 

iP-1116 HBdfyVTOOO (IfiG) (O (PF) P Hccbs 11 12 D_MrRlHbi(7] 

011520 (BWflCK (20) R Hdg^s 9 11 10 D&ftajjier 

003611 IMS BBS OtBUcOun £113 JD Farit (SI 

212424 HSfflEHT BUCHANAN tto (BO P tfchofc 6 U J A P McCoy 

P0P4CQ MORE OF 17 (34) M tetens 11 10 U -—BPorafl 

10-3450 qUNIKROnM£(BS)l.SRKA9101O C Haem (3) 

003231 flBHB(23)«®lft!JHa!8108 JdMdwris 

5P0W UPWARD SURGE (4) R ledger 6 10 6 MreNLerfeer 

CP-2552 R20 DAT (113) 1 !A®ra 7 10 0 S Curran (3) 

(MW RUSTS SSL (IS A l'-OV4J 6 10 0 ~W McFarland 


BRITISH EQUESTRIAN INSURANCE BRO- 
KERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3300 added 2m 0f 

1 106-R60 RXKSRQKER STAR (11) i GdhiQ 6 11 10 PMde 

2 06-14 tot COPYFOBCE (188) (CD) (BF) Mas BSanoes 6 119 

3 1650F-6 RAAHtN (7) (CD)SW000man 11115 

4 3A=34-5I' R»TOSKr{ll)I>as*i7112 

5 330116 FRESH CHOKE (18) (CD)RRrme6 112 

6 444 3P3 DAWN FUGHT (80) J Jertens 7 10 li 

7 361064 DAftMB W6 (8) (CD) M Botx> 6 10 5 

8 00000 HYllERS OUNCE (to P Htfte 5102 A P 

9 1334-54 CHNAMAN US) (0 1 Vk&rt, 710 1 Ri 



> i** 


ID 63-2UD TaETHON (to Ms CCan* 9 100 — 

-lOdectared- 
Wrumwn we^rc lin. True fwnfltap •nbgc Tel E Dion 9a JO* 

BETTWG: 4-1 Frwb Cheka, S-l Ur CDfryferea, 6-1 Dram n#a. Daring 
Ktag. 7-1 cyn«nan, 8-1 81a Tmsfcy, FttdiflnherSlar, 10-lothcn 


4j00 


OPOO MASTER PANGKBS (20) A Turaed 6 100 N RBnfegh* (7) 
-lldedarad- 

Mntaum talgtL 10a. true hen&fei wfiHC (riaaer P3ftfoss Ba 12to. 

BEmNC: 7-2 Unde Bert, 4-1 Herbert Buchanan, 9-2 HWtey Wood, 5>1 
Fenwkfc, *-l Ffcrm, 10-1 (Jnhrta Soyak. 14-1 RM Oar, 18-ldtters 

foonl STREBaBOILEl^RADMroRS HANDICAP 
IrrrMJ HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JK)0 added 2m 2f 

4/26444 MARfiJS (171 J CATOS 120 PMife 

552055 HOWS IT GOBI tl7) W Mur 5 11 11 M (Wards 


HORSE & HOUND CHARLTON HUNT 
MWTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2/000 2m 3f 

1 f.mP-W SLAKES ORPHAN {to Tfcley 10 126 Jlr P Scott (7) 

2 CB2331 HAIHAM TWH (24) H Wires 6 12 6 J4l A Cbartea-koes (7) 

3 WPC V4- EDOE WA13HE (587) MForwrll 120 ™.lfrG Hopper (7) 

4 OW42-4 H4ATB? OS) Pen Bm» 13120 SbHti WteboB !7) 

5 6406-50 unuiKM7(ltoiDuto»e9120 Hr P Henley (5) 

6 122AJ33 WELSHMAIfS GlllUf (321) Mr. D SSil2 12 0 Mr P Bid (7) 

-6 dectered- 

BETTHSr 7*4 Nafhmn 71m, 11-4 Hamper, 3-1 WeMmatfs Goly, 8-1 Ed- 
ifc WftrWw, Larafl^it, 12-1 Btetei Orplpo 


[430 


ROYAL NATIONAL UFEBCVff MSHTUTION 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS q £3,000 2m 2f 


465646 OVD ARCHIVES (7) l ViteC 7 11 Ili .SHngn(3) 

51i54-64 BOWWB®fl4)DEosofm6113 P Hater 

Q25DQP 5&H& WAV (81 G l McOrf 5 111 APMeCfty 


402056 WWTW A HBUBNUDS Woarren 5103 _D( 

OW-OOO B1ACX STAIBrBiT (IS A JafJG E 10 0 ALaraaOi^ 

- 7 fiectered- 

Afitenum weigto; 10S. rwefWK&ap eeec Hac* Satsmere » 13ft. 
BETTING; 11-4 Marins, 7-2 HoWs R Goto, 4-1 Boyfriend. 9-2 MgW In A 
AOtico. 8-1 Sophie Huy, OW ArdUw, 14-1 Hack Statement 


3.00 


HEDW SMPSQN MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS 
E] £4,200 added 3m 2f 110yds 

35443 ALLCIAPHAMJS £29) N 3 11 8 .WHuepfaeys 

5004/ CALL ME CTTZEN (l^D^ RQjrs 10 llfi 0Kri»(5) 


0P6-50 CALVAR0 U7) A Jane 5 11 2 

SP DREAM LEAIS? B7) M RrfXSTS 6 U 2 . 


-Jt Lantech (I) 
B 


504 RJWfl FTDOLER [1ft M ftorenr b 11 2 SHe^nQ) 

00 GEHTTS PRBK (12) G Bating 5 11 2 _AP McCoy 

3 HAROT WEAIH® (HI) D GandoHo 7 11 2 IChtaree 

USAHUC OATS PHogj/b 112. JBHdnms 

245233 IMnAYRJU.(toRfiW5112 — I RtWt 


OOP (XML HAND (22) M MacgQEit> 6 112 - JRKararatfi 

506 COUPUIERAID IADY 112) P Cute 6 10 11 DWakhQ 

6 HAfttMEPR£Sfl5£N7 (25) C tesn 51011 CHowte 

00 BOM£SP8IR0L(74)JtiP6Dn41O6 SOnranO) 

OU RAHSBUR7IDDlS(7HSnMh4103... DGrtagi* 

-mteefored- 

BEnwa 3-1 Hern? Wealliar, 7-2 Afr Pteyfofl, 4-1 Rykg Bddkr, 7-1 Cer- 
am. 10-1 CorapoteraW Udy, M ml raw preddrait. U-letten 


Stregone 
strong in 
betting 


Lo Slrcgonc's odds as Grand 
National favourite are now as 
low as 6-2 after the announce- 
ment that Rough Quest will 
miss the race and (he news that 
Jodami and Royai AlhJete arc 
also doubtful. 

“Jodami's absence is not def- 
inite. but the National is only a 
week on Saturday and we're just 
running out of time," Peter 
Beaumont, Jodamfs trainer, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mandicat 
(Ayr 210) 

NB: Fresh Choice 
(Fontwell 330) 

said. He added that his 1 1-year- 
old is more likely to run in the 
Irish National ori S April, when 
Rough Quest is a possible rival. 

Mark Pitman added last 
year's winner. Royal Athlete, to 
lhe doubtful lisL saying: “We've 
been held up with him and it's 
odds against him running." 

Young Hustler is now the 
likely Aintree top weight on 1 1 st 
71b, leaving Lo Stregone just 21b 
out of the handicap proper. 


RES ULTS 


LINGF1ELD 

2JL0: 1. TARROCK (D Byrne) 3-1; 2. 
BataswMddeA 2-1:3. SU£My Special 25- 
L 6 ran. evens KMxmK uwrmagc (fed). 13. 
Ossr. (Trained by Mrs Memujaneti. Tate: win 
£4.10. places £2.00. £1.40. Dual Forecast 
£8.40 Cbmoufor Suaiffn Forecast: £9.37. 

2.40: i. MAJOR NOVA /Mr J CuBOtyJ 7-2 
(t lav; a. Abtoger 6-1; 3. Drum Battle 7-2 
it fov. 11 ran. 2»«. 1 : .3 <N Srortni. Tote: 
£5.10; £2.10. £1.90. £130. DF: £12 JO 
CSF; £20.40. Tno: £4.40. 

3-10: L GtVENTlME (L Harve/i 2-1; 2. 
Who's Next 12-1; 3- MobBe Messenger 16- 
1 7 ran. 15-8 tav Foote Errand i«lu. 4. 7. 
(A TumeDl. Tote: £320: £1_30, £4.40. Cf: 
£24.40. CSF: £24.05. 

3.40: 1. HAWTHORNE GLEN IB Femom 
7-2: 2. pt-tltjean 13-2: 3. Aramon 11-1 E 
ran. S-2 for Arctic Ufa Mini 8, lVs. (Mrs M 
LoO0. Tote: £4 JO: £2.70. £2.40. DF: 
£ 12.9a CSF: £22.96. 

400: 1 EAS6Y JOKER |M A FicgerateD 11- 

8 iair. 2. Woodlands Boy 10-1 5 ran (2 fln- 
iahod]. 5. IS Ketae*K*l. Tate: £2.30: 
£140. £4.40. DF: £7.SG. CSF: £1259. Non 
Runner The Utoywand Bshop. 

4.40: 1 INDIAN TRACKER (C Maude) 6- 
1; 2. RangitBusl 11-10 fov; 3. Sprig Mufifln 
2-1 S ran. 11. \ist (M Pipe). Tote: £750: 
£120, £150. DF: £fi.30. CSF' £13.06. 
Ptacepot: £127 50. Quadpoe £2720. 
Place 6: £76.38. Ptece 5: £2 7 S3. 

NEWCASTLE 

220: 1 RALLEGIO iGCaMl 3-1: 2. Mffl 
Thyme 6-5 fan 3. Trewoothan 9-1 12 ran. 
10. Vi. (P MonterUi). Tote: £4.00: £150. 
£160. £170. Dual Forecast £320 Com- 
puter Straight Forecast £6.48. Tno: £1110. 

2^K1 NEWIAND&GENBIAL (M Dutail 
2-1 h tar. 2- Potato Man 66-1: 3. baytai 
5-1 8 ran. 2-1 It lav One For The Pot (Soil. 
3. 13. U FiDGeraidi. Tote; £230; £170. 
£4 60. OF: £25.60. CSF: £47.61 

3420: 1 NORTHERN SQUIRE (L Wyer) 6- 
1: 2. Sansool 4-1: 3. SlauiflitSon 5-2 fav. 

9 ran. 3-rr. 11 0 Jeltareoni. Tote: £630: 
£130. £2.10. £1.30. DF: £11 SO. CSF; 
£28-21. Tncast; £67.77. Tno; £18.00. 

330: 1 NWFA (A Dobtew 5-1: 2. Bora 
Deep 7-2: 3. Twin States 5-1 8 ran. 11- 
W faw Sarert Towers rfelfi. nK. 24. «5 
Richardsl. Tote: £3.50; £1.20. £160. 
£160. DF; £7.80. CSF; £21.89. Tncast; 
£139.92. Tncr £10.50. Non Runner. Hrgft- 
Jendmaa 

44K1: 1 EXECUTIVE DESffiN (GCeM) 10- 
1 2. Fassan 6-1; 3. Puravatne 2 1 Jaw. 14 
ran. nk, 3-h. (Mrs M Hwetey). Tote: £1160: 
£5.20, £2.60. £110. DF; £82.40. CSF: 
£89-96. Tncast' £214.13. Tno: £126.00. 

430: 1 PARSONS BOY (A Dobbin) 11 
2: 2. Howctcuch 25-1: 3. CaUenwy 33-1 
17 ran. 2-1 lav Denjuan Coiiortges iron out). 
5, 14. iG Rtthanls). Tote: £6.20: £2.50. 
£720. £5.70. DF: £139.90. CSF: £129.97. 
Tno: £35110 ( Mf! won, pool of £445.u ca- 
ned forward to thtorarer 4.50 today). 

525: 1 SIOUX TO SPEAK IN Horroctei 
100-30: 2. Captain Chaos 12-1: 3. Ardrf- 
na 50-1 12 ran. 1-2 lav My Busier (4m). 
5. ID IC Thornton. Tote: £4.60; £120. 
£2.10. £2.10. DF: £25.10. CSF: £4110. Tno: 
£157.70. Tno: £157.70. 

Jackpot: not won ipc-oi of £18,43430 ear- 
ned forward to uuoxattf today). 

PhHcpott £96.00. QuaOpat £3140. 
Place 8: £90-52. Place E: £73.39. 

SOUTHWELL 

2JXK 1 ELTON LEDGER II Tata) 10-1 
2. Desert Invader 3-1 3, Dtasentor 2-1 1». 
9 ran. IV*. IVi (Mrs N M^sautev). Tote: 
£8.60; £2.80. £1.10. £120. Dual Forecast: 
£19.20: Comater SUSigra Foreoasc £38.96. 
Tncase £79.01 Tno: £16.00. 

230: 1 PINE ESSENCE IP Dee) 5 1; 2. 
Thatwos 14-1- 3. King Parrot 51 13 ran. 
4-1 fey Menoramio. 5. lto. (J L Eyre). Tote; 
£5.80: £330. £4.80. £2.30. DF: £74.40. 
CSF £67.85. TrsasE £35051 Trw £163.40. 

3.00: 1 SO AMAZB4Q IK Fatal) 5-4 tev. 
2. Asfigore 9-4; 3. Spencers Revenge 5- 
1 10 ran. 5. sftt-hd. i hliss S Hal). Tote: 
£2.40; £110. £15a £110. DF: £190. CSF: 
£4.49. Tno: £1.50. Mt: Carantfsh R«e. 

330: 1 NAVAL HUNTS! <G rtndi 25-1 
2- Hamlet 10-11 lav: 3. Fahy Highland! 4 - 
1 11 ran. 1V4. 317s. (P Hamw. Tote: £4130. 
F44)0. £130. £120. DF: £910. CSF: 
£4927. Tno: £20.70. 

4.00: 1 ADALOALOG (R Hautml 12-1: 2. 
Eulogy &1: 3.Teratperi%6-110 ran. 11- 
4 favQ Bartedor Mon. V 2 . 4. u Partes). Tote: 
£14.70; £330, £330, £220. DF: £1 iM. 80. 
CSF; £33.66. Tncase £58161 Tno: £247.40. 

430: 1 GENERAL EQUATION (I fiinurrtsi 
51:2.0 La Hkgb 7-4 p fav; 3. ImplngUn 
9-1 8 ran. 7-4jtfavCopoerBngm(4tft). 6. 
•73. u Bskwei. late: £7.60: £2-20, £1 10. 
£3.80. DF: £630. CSF: £13.72. 

SJKJ-.l FOBT oQumi 9-2. 2. Maybank 
7-2 tav, 3. Awesome Venture 11-2. 9 ran. 
1K\ 6. IM W Eiszerbyt. Tote: £3.90: £110. 
£1.40. £2.40. DF: £14.80. CSF: £1836. In- 
case £78.38. Tnc< £2150. 

Ptecepot £1830. Quadpot £6.40. 

Place & £35. 72. Place 5: £24.21 



COMMENTARY 


UTTOXETEB 101 
AYR 102 

FONTWELL 103 
OREYHOUNDS 122 


201 

202 

203 

222 



j ^eflga y8.mAtr HI 


t^INBEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

■ WWM^IAIf3gga|gggi^s 

UTTOXETER 







. <■ 



-* 
















— ■ — - ^ ~j£w£5^T' 



* independent - tuk^m^abch^ 


22 


THE 



The revelation of the season has been Ireland’s Simon Mason, who 
kicked his goals with a lovely action and did not put a foot wrong 


When, on the UnaJ morning of the 
Five Nations’ Championship, any 
one of three countries could have 
won the competition. I fail to see how 
it could be described as other than 
interesting. For myself. I felt no anti- 
climactic sense at Twickenham -es- 
pecially as England did not secure 
the match until midway through the 
second half, when the English pack 
took the bail into Ihcir own large 
hands. In fact Dean Richards' bands 
are quite small, given the size of the 
rest of him. but no matter. We are 
now going to review the season by 
picking the Lions party for a hypo- 
thetical summer lour. 

It has not been a great time for 
full-backs. Though Mike Can re- 
covered from his poor Mart, he has 
not. as the racing correspondents 
say. trained on. Justin Thomas lias 
looked equally shaky at times. I 


would be tempted to go for Mike 
Raver, if the unjustly discarded 
Paul Hull did not have a prior 
claim. The revelation of the season, 
however, has been Orreil and Ire- 
land's Simon Mason, who on Sat- 
urday kicked his four goals with a 
lovely action and otherwise did not 
put a fool wrong, even if he did 
knock on once, fly-kicking the ball 
disgustedly into the crowd. 

The centres choose themselves. 
Will Carling had perhaps his best 
season ever for England. Leigh 
Davies is a genuine Welsh discov- 
ery. Nigel Davies has shown that the 
ancient arts of centre play are not 
completely forgotten. While Jeremy 
Guscott made several misjudge- 
ments. his try against Wales was not 
quite the “soft" one the Welsh have 
been claiming it was. He is still a 
marvellous player. 


1 have talked to several good 
judges about Gregor Townsend’s 
near miss against England. They 
were unanimous that - though 
Townsend might have scored if he 
had carried on - no other oulside- 
half of modem times could have 
equalled his pace over such a dis- 
tance; not Phil Bennett not David 
Wilkins and certainly not Ban? 
John. My choice as his companion 
on the trip is Neil Jenkins who. far 
from costing Wales matches, has of- 
ten been the fig-leaf providing the 
scoreboard with a semblance of re- 
spectability. Chi Saturday he won the 
match by kicking the final goal 
which others would have missed. 

There cannot be much argument 
about the scrum-halves. At the be- 
ginning of the season Bryan Redpath 
looked easily the best in the British 
Isles. By the end he had been sup- 



ALAN WAT K I N S 


on rugby 


planted by Robert Howley. Q early 
they must both go. 

.Among the backs, I have left the 
wings till last, for this reason: sup- 


pose we play Hull at full-back and 
no at a 


Townsend at ouiskie-hal£ Who is go- 
ing to do the goal-kicking? I should 


want the best kicker available, who 
is Michael Corcoran of London 
Irish. This leaves three places for 
genuine wings. Ieuan Evans is not 
a sentimental selection: after all his 
injuries, he seems as fast and alert'- 
as ever. Even before, tils fine tty 
against Ireland, Jon Slcightholme - 
looked a player of class. The final' 
place is between Simon Geogfregan - 
and Ken Logan. T am going for Lo-. 
gan because, if he had notmade-the 
break he did as a substitute, Scot- 
land would not have beaten Wales. 
The Scottish selectors evidently do 
not share my admiration for him. 

Propping is a mysterious business, 
even sometimes to props. My choice 
in conventional. NickroppleweU - 
perhaps upset by . all his dub and res- 
idential moves - did not have a par- 
ticularly good season by- his 
standards. But he nevertheless goes 


ompanied by John leading 

Hfljton and Jason. Lawrence Dallagiio and IrniSmitt 

can also mount a.case. As “ie re 
jeet’s friend, I -would prefer Tim 
Rodber as reserve No 6. As reserve 
No 7, DahagJio narrowly gete in. At 
’ No-s’tbe only question is who is to 

accompany Richards. I choose Eric 

Peters- 


on the trip, accompanied by John 
Davies, David Hilton and Jason 
Leonard. - . i 

. The hookers have not been but- 
standing. England still mss Brian 
Moore. I anr rejecting thecnrrenr 
wisdom of thesdectorsof the home 
countries in restoring Garin Jenk- 
ins aridreeailing Graham Dawe be- 
fore- he- becomes, eligible for .his . 
Senior Railcard: : 

-The outstandinglocks have been 
Martin.-' Johnson and - Gareth 
Llewellyn. Presumably Johnson _■ 
.would jump at No.2 and Llewellyn 
at No 4. On form, Derwyn Jones de- 
serves to go too, though people say 
he has too gentle a dispontion.Tliey 
say. the same about the rejected .Mar- - 
tin BaySekL But rm iakmgboth of - 
them all the same.. -••••.■ v 
. fAmong flankers, .Rob Whin- 
wright-and Gwyn' Jones were the 


The party: Full-backs: P Huh, S 
lason- Wings: M Corcoran, I 


Mason- Wings: ™ — 

Evans. K Logan, J Sleightholrae. 
Centres: W' Carlins, L Davies; N 
Davies, J Guscott. Outside-halves: 
N Jenkins.- G Jbwitsend. Semm- 
-haives: R Howley, B Redpath. 
Props: J Davies, D Hilton, J 
Leonard, NFDpplewelL Hooters: G 
Dawe, G Jenkins. Lodes: M Bayfield, 
M Johnson, D Jones, G Ueweliyn- 
F1 ankers; L'Dallaglio. G Jones. T 
Rodber, R Wrinwrigfat (capt). No 8: 
E Peters, D Richards. . 



Dearth of class 


confirms gap 


S o that's that then. Cage 
the cockerels, stow away 
the saltires and banish the 
Barbour to the back of the 
closet - it's aJl over for anoth- 
er year. The Five Nations' 
Championship - the great com- 
mercial and sporting giant of the 
European winter has drawn to 
a close. And less than nine 
months after the World Cup 
what, if anv. progress has been 
made? 

As ever a few new stars 
emerged - Leigh Davies. 
Robert Howley. Simon Mason. 
Gwyn Jones.’ Thomas Cas- 
taignede. Lawrence DaUaglio. 
Some more experienced per- 
formers made the transition 



Mark Evans, the coach 
of Saracens, analyses 
the variety of styles in 
the Five Nations and 
concludes they still lag 
behind their southern 
hemisphere rivals 


from bit-part players to cen Lre 
?: take 


stage: take a bow Rob Wain- 
wright. Gregor Townsend. 
Bryan Redpath. Martin Johnson 
and Gareth Llewellyn. But a 
worrying feature was the lack of 
truly world-class players in the 
“spine" of all five teams. There 
was no outstanding hooker. No 
S or full-back in the whole 
championship and. with the ex- 
ception of Scotland, every coun- 
try had problems with at least 
one of their half-back posi- 
tions. 

In terms of playing style 
there was some variety: Wales 
ran. Scotland rucked, Ireland 
drove. England mauled and 
France decided not to bother 
with anything as orthodox as a 
sensible selection policy so it re- 
ally didn't matter how they 
tried to play. 

Once again England showed 
that they are damned hard to 
beat. It might not always be 
pretty but is reasonably effec- 
tive - at least within Europe. A 
relatively inexperienced pack 
gelled together well in the last 
two games hut lo expand their 
game further a number of ad- 
justments are called for. Prin- 
cipally they need to deliver 
quicker first-phase hall ( it Ls vir- 
tually impossible to run line-out 
ball that is caught and driven at 
the front of the line or scrum- 


mage ball that is held for five 
seconds at the No S's feet) and 
to improve the passing skills and 
alignment of the midfield trio. 
It is probably too much to hope 
that English versions of Robert 
Howley or Gregor Townsend 
will emerge overnight. Until 
they do England would do well 
to continue to play to their 
sirengths and make sure their 
hooker can throw' to the back 
of the line-out so that a few 


‘The corpse that 
was Welsh rugby 
is definitely 
twitching - 
albeit 

intermittently’ 


the likes of England, South 
Africa or Australia. At the very 
highest level they can be mus- 
cled out of a game but in terms 
of ball handling, rucking and 
body positioning they set the 
benchmarks in the northern 
hemisphere. 

The corpse that was Welsh 
rugby is definitely twitching - al- 
beit intermittently. Seven tries, 
bags of optimism and some 
genuine passion all augur well 
for their summer sojourn in 
Australia. At last they' have a 
competitive line-out. a reason- 
able scrum, an excellent scrum- 
half and an interesting midfield. 
What they don't have is two big, 
powerful] bail-handling back- 
row forwards to go with Gwyn 
Jones who, as an out-and-out 
open-side flanker, suits their 


style of play really well. What 
Waf 


t give tor 
likes of Rodber, Diprose. Ojo- 
moh or Cony - none of whom 
can make the" English back row 
at present, but all of whom are 
vastly superior to the present 
Welsh incumbents. 

Ireland look a fraction more 
organised this season, although 
whether this is an advantage lo 
them is a debatable point. At 
home they played a good driving 
game and really should have 
beaten Scotland but they per- 
sist in picking a scrum-half 
whose pass is simply not up to 
international standard and a No 
8 who can only play going for- 
wards. As a result their middle 
five didn't function as a unit con- 
sistently. Their other major 
weakness was a porous midfield 
defence which all the other na- 
tions exploited at one time or 
another. 

France are in disarray. Far 
and away the most talented side 
in Europe, they amount to con- 
siderably less than the sum of 
their pans. Having exorcised the 
English demon they proceeded 
to hitler away all the gains of 
the past 12 months in a bizarre 
series of selectorial blunders. To 
play Abdelarif BenazzL the best 
back-row forward in the world, 
in the second row. beggars be- 
lief. Emile Nlaraack is wasted 
on the wing and half the team 
are playing out of position. 
Away from home they lack 
heart and direction. AJl in all a 
mess, so put £100 on them to 
win the Grand Slam next year 
- and do it now. 

And in the midst of all this, 
on the other side of the world, 
the first games of the new Su- 
per-12 competition took place. 
Played under yet another set of 
law' changes it looks fasL skil- 
ful and physical on TV. Whies 
and Scotland visit the southern 
hemisphere this summer - will 
they have closed the gap since 
the World Cup? Somehow I 
doubt it. 


peels and drives Into the heart 
of the opponents' midfield can 
the kind of 


deliver the kind of bail that Gus- 
cotl and company so rarely re- 
ceive. 

The success story of the 
championship was Scotland. In 
Italy they were awful, on paper 
they were moderate, but a well 
balanced back row and gifted 
half-backs can lake you a long 
way in rugby. Tactically they 
were sound, their team spirit 
was excellent and their match 
against France provided the 
game of the tournament How- 
ever their front five just isn't big 
or strong or powerful enough to 
allow them to compete against 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


When Nottingham Forest signed 
Larry Lloyd from Coventry in 1976. 
tfie former Liverpool and England 
centre-half appeared to nave left 
his best days behind mm. He was 
also regarded as arrogant and opin- 
ionated and he and Bnan Clough 
soon disliked each otner intense- 
ly But mutual respect ensured their 
relationship to flourish and Lloyd 
went on to become the bedrock 
of Forest's double European Cup- 
winning side. 

In fact, Lloyd developed a deep 
commitment to Forest, becoming 
a shareholder and failing only by 
eight votes to gam election to the 
board at his rast serious attempt, 
j Nowadays, aged -17. he still lr.es 
“ontyfr/e minutes from the ground' 
and co-hosts coverage of their 
matches on local commercial ra- 
dio. "My style re ar.vays to be hon- 
est. to say what I believe." he said. 

After retiring as a player. Uoyd 
managed Wigan Athletic and Notts 
County without conspicuous suc- 
cess. then became a publican. 



Larry Uoyd 


keepmgmeStag? Door pub in Not- 
tingham and. more recently, the 
Trent Hotel at Radcirffe. "With hind- 
sight. l wish I had stayed in foot- 
ball on the coaching side because 
I quite miss n." he said. 

Having left the pub trade he is 
now developing a PR company, or- 
ganising sports forums and cor- 
porate golf days. He is an 
eight-handicapper himself. Di- 
vorced. he has a 25-year-old 
daughter. ‘Yolanda, a son, Dami- 
an. 23. and became a grandfather 
shortly before Chnstmas. 

Jon Culley 



Guscott 
asked to 
rethink * 

on”" ‘ 


DAVID LLEWEliYN 


Behind you: Peter Phillips evades a tackier at the Rosslyn Park Sevens yesterday 


Photogaph: Peter Jay 


Phillips shows leadership skills 


Peter Phillips, the first member 
of the Royal Family to win an 
international rugby union cap, 
took centre-stage again yester- 
day helping Gordonstoun into 
the last 32 of the National 
Schools Sevens at Rosslyn Park, 
writes Pan! Morgan. 

With the Gordonstoun side 
missing two other internationals 
through injury. Phillips' leader- 
ship qualities were vital as his 


team dug deep to win all four 
of their group games in the Fes- 
tival Competition, for one-term 
rugby schools. 

Phillips started the day with a 
try as Stoun beat Bedfordshire's 
Cbdais School 434) and then cre- 
ated a try for Man Staute in the 
17-14 victory over Whitgift. 

His mother, the Princess 
Royal, and his sister, Zara, 
were on the sidelines for the 


second match, a 34-14 win over 
King Edward's, Bath, when he 
was instrumental in two tries. 

He saved his best until last, 
sprinting 70 yards for a vital try 
against Lancing as his school 
struggled to clinch the win they 
needed to progress to the next 
round where they will face the 
Norfolk school. Gresham’s. 

His performance won ad- 
miring glances from the England 


flanker lun Rodber. “He’s nat- 
urally aggressive and fits in well 


Jeremy Guscott may have efis- 
missed the' historic cross .code 
Rugby Challenge as “a pointless 
• . exercise” hnf Wigan and Bath 
' are taking the two-match series 
; very seriously. . ’ r . 

.- . Wigan. have even bought a 
sertim machme in readiness for 
themaldrat Twickenham, to be 
played under union rules on 25 
May; while Bath hope to an- 
nounce, later -this week that 
they have obtained the sendees 
of a leading Rigby league coach 
to help them prepare forthe 13- 
man version at Maine Road, 

- Manchester on & May. . 

Negotiations are underway 
;• far a Jroiidesiaondealand with 
moresponsors expected to join 
, Save and Prosper; each club is 
•' expected to make between 
. £230,000 and £400,000. 

. The presence ;ofi Guscott 
would ahnastcertainly boost in- 
terest and- the Bath" manager, ' 
Jon Hall, says he intends ask- 
ing die England centre to re- 
1 - consider ins. decision not .to }£ 
take part in either match! >' 

“Jerry wasn’t undercontract 
at the time," Hall said yester- . 
day. “His comments were a bit 
off the cuff. I don’t think he re- 
alised; the magnitude and. the 
scale of these two games.” . 

Hall confirmed there would 
be financial rewards for Bath 
players taking part in the series. 
Joe Lydon, Wigan’s assistant 
coach and utifity bade, said: Td 
like to see [Guscott] play, to see 
how he’d cope with it. . 

However, Hall pointed out 
that Guscott was not certain to 
be picked for the league verson 
anyway. ^We have had several 


rugby league sessions and quite 

id nav 


ited in Scotland,” he 
lie most popular competi- 
tion of its kind, now.in its 58fh 
year, brings together almost 
4,500 boys from schools and cot 
leges. The junior and prepara- 
tory schools tournaments starts 
today with the Open tourna- 
ment beginning tomorrow; 


ROSSLYN PARK SEVENS RESULTS 


FESI1UU TOURNAMENT: Gn* 4 J A: AbrvOUl 
0 Moral* 31; 3ede,-&in Tatfi **S 7 Ten- 
oncy S3, Ber5w-£tf' Terti KS 14 Amvssb 24: 

28 wnao 1C; 18 

McnrrcuTi 19; 4brS»i 34 Mtecoroup 33: 


M*ngiot\ 8 Tcrtx&e 4S: Mv-Eim Xecn HS 
3 \5artwrou0i 29: fJcnrK 


McfirrcUJt 46 Bedejr-Oei 
Teen fSO; fcVExnx#. 24. Gnw 

B: AytefcLi) 21 GKSWro 36: Tcur^i 43 
B«iV«tsw 7; To-euav 19 A.fcyxry 15; 


KflCi, Taunan 28 Gaienw n 17: BertrtyTHtHJ 

• ' - 


19. A/etiMy Q Kofi, Taurtor 
17; Afesbur, :3 ae*namuc 88: Ti^orfv 33 
Kng>. lauMCT 24; Caaffum 12 T«juuy 5 
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a few pliers in the squad have 
been staking their claim.'* This 
was borne out when the Bath 
captain, Phil de Glanville, said 
hot even he was guaranteed a 
place in the Bath rugby league 
team. 

The Wigan wing Martin Of- 
fiah thinks that each club will win 
its own game: “We have no 
chance of winning the rugby 
union game, but that is not the 
point of the matches. It wfll be 
a showcase for individual play- 
ers to reveal their-taleots and I 
would welcome an opportunity 
to play'for a rugby union club 
again. n 

The Wasps and England ^ 
threequarter, T>amlan Hopley, * 
has been appointed captain of 
En^andfi^ tbeHongKragSev- ' 
ens, which tate place at the end 
of the month. The rest of the 
squad wifi be named on Sunday. 

Gloucester havro unveiled ' 
plansfor ariew£I5m,l 8,000 ca- 
pacity stadium . at their Ring- 
sholm ground. . 

The Welsh RngJjy Union ad- 
mits Gareth .Llewellyn iwill al- 
most certainly be a Hariequin 
next season despite its block, on 
his transfer request.'**!! is no se- 
cret within the: WRU that a 
number of petite think this reg- 
ulation is unsustainable,’ 7 said 
Seiwyri WhJters, the diairman of 
the committee- which, turned 
Llewellyns requ^t down. 



AMERICAN FOOTBALL. ENGLISH TURF 
CALL 0500 35 35 35 FOR TICKETS. 


Come and see 350 'pouods oF mean beeF : in action. Venud: White 
Hart Lane. Tottenham - Home games: April 14, May 6. , Ma^ T9, 
May 27, June 16 • Pre-game- Power Party at 12.00pm • Kickoff at 
3.00pm - Courtesy shuttle bus with return service - From Seven . 
Sisters tube . Half-price admission for children 12 and under £ 
• Season tickets: get 5 for the price of 4, • 
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‘.-7 . One goal, tiiat is ail Nottmg- 
•V .ham Purest; require against 
Bayern Munich at the City 
>■ Ground tonight, but goals do 
{'■ not come easily; to Frank 
- . Gaik's men. 

They have managed just five 
in seven Uefa Cup ties, the lat- 

^ est being Steve Chetde’s hwd- 

er in the 2-1 first-leg defeat in 
- Munich a fortnight ago. 
f Thai away goafhas put Fbr- 
est a 1-0 win away from. being 
[ the first English team to make 
; the-Uefe Cup’s last four in a 

; . dozen years. Not since Forest 

themselves, and eventual win- 
ners Tottenham (remember 
• Tbny Parks* penalty heroics in ' 
the final), made the 1984 semi- 


spor 


determined to stifle Klinsmann Ferguson 

handed 


.finals has an English club pro- 
greSKXi as far. Once the prop- 
erty of England, with nine wins 

m 14 y^ it has become an 

Italian fiefdom. 

. JHft ^rest were held ai 
Middlesbrough at the weekend, 
Baywn briefly went top of the 
tiundesliga by beating Kaiser- 
slautea (Borussia Dortmund 
ffve since displaced them). 
However, all is not well. 
Mehmet Scholl, the most in- 
fluential player in the first leg, 
was dismissed on Saturday and 
there are continued reports of 
disaffection in the ranks - not 
that Clark was making any- 
thing of them. 

- “We have been hearing that 


from day one,” the Forest man- 
ager said. “It does not seem to 
have done them any harm. You 
get personality clashes in any 
dressing-room." 

Clark speaks from experi- 
ence. Stan CoUymarc was a man 
apart from his team-mates and 
mana^r during Forests final 13 
matches last season, yet they 
won nine and drew the other 
four. 

“They are going to give us a 
tremendous test," Gaik added 
“I have always thought we are- 
capable of getting past them, but 
only our best form will do il" 

Forest win have Colin Coop- 
er back from suspension and 
with Des Lyttle restored to the 


Glenn Moore on 

the prospects for 
tonight’s Uefa Cup 
quarter-final 

right-back position, their regu- 
lar European defensive unit 
(two goals conceded in six 
games) wQl be in place. They arc 
aware that Bayern are strong on 
the counter-attack-ihev scored 
five away to Lokomotiv 
Moscow in a previous round, af- 
ter losing the first leg. 

Jurgen Klinsmann, who 
scored twice that night and in 
the first leg against Forest, has 
now scored 12 goals in the 
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The, Sji Lankan team 1 arrived 
jack home yesterday to theex- 
-S ; 3ccted- red carpet treatment 
' after Jheir seven-wicket victory 
V\-3ver Australia in Sunday’s 
;• - Warid Gup finaL Th^ were met- 
on the airport tarmac by 
dancers, hundreds of fans and 
the . obligatory government 
- minister seeking to associate 
- himself vrith success. 

The squad was blessed by 
Buddhist monks before meeting 
the country’s president, Chand- 
rika Kumaratungn. Tbe team 
locked tiredand attributed their 
fatigue to lack of sleep. “WeVe 
hardly had any thne to cele- 
brate," Aijuna Ranatunga, their 
captain, said. “We’ve hardly 
bad any sleep. Maybe that’s 
why the red eyes.” ’ 

Those red eyes may widen 
when they see all the prizes that 
are to be festooned on them. If 
cosh and cars were not enough 
the Maldivian president, Mau- 
moon Abdul Gayoom, has 
invited the team for ah all- 
expensespaid holiday rathe 
Maldives islands. . . 

Tbe losing captain, Mark 
Thylor. believes the game: is 
facing an uncertain furore un- 
less the games’ rulers act deci- 
sively. There's a lot that has to 
be looked into at the momeni. 
h Things likebalTtaropermg and 
throwing, We’ve- got lo step: 
sweeping them under file car- 
pet, 1 " he said. - 

The departing' West; In dies 
manager, Wes HaH, has criti- 
cised the West Indies Cricket 
Board of Control for announc- 
ing managerial changes while 
his team was stfll involved in the 
World Cup. “I think the timing 
of the changes was.defilorable 
and at some stages I think dia- 
bolical," he said. 

After the West Indies’ shock 
defeat to Kenya the WICBC an- 
nounced that Hall and the team 
coach, Andy Roberts, would be 
replaced for the forthcoming se- 
ries against New Zealand. 


competition. Although he will 
be without his injured partner, 
Alexander Zicklcr, he remains 
the main threat 

"The difference between 
Bayern and the French teams 
we played [Auxerrc and Lyon] 
is that they are capable of scor- 
ing goals out of nothing, espe- 
cially Klinsmann. That is why we 
cannot throw ourselves at them 
looking for the quick coal." 
Steve Stone said. 

Even if Forest stop Klins- 
mann, they still have to get that 
goal. No Fbrcst player has man- 
aged double figures this season 
and their top scorer and most 
inspirational forward. Bryan 
Roy, is struggling with a thigh 


injury. Jason Lee. who has not 
started a game thisyear. stands 
by. 

Stone and Ian Woan. who 
both missed the Middlesbrough 
match through injury, should re- 
turn, but Forest will be without 
the suspended Scot Gemmill in 
midfield. David Phillips is like- 
ly to deputise if fiL 

“Not too many people are 
giving us a chance.” Cooper 
said, “but the same people 
thought we would gel beaten in 
every’ round so far." 

Berest’s preparation has not 
been helped by unfounded spec- 
ulation linking Gark to the 
England post. While he would 
be a reasonable choice, it is not 


one the Football Association 
have made and Gark himself ap- 
pcared angered, rather than 
flattered. 1$ the report. 

"I have not had any contact 
with anv representatives of the 
EAT he said, “It is embarrass- 
ing lo me at a time when all our 
efforts should be focused.” 

All the same, should Forest 
gain a tactical and actual victory 
Tonight, the prospect of Clark 
succeeding Terry Venables 
would harden from unlikely to 
intriguing. However, while Bay- 
ern are not the stufl of Bavar- 
ian legend, neither are Forest, 
and neither Gark. nor his team, 
are likely to progress in the im- 
mediate furore. 


London's Refrigerator says 'hello Piccadilly, hello Leicester Square' 



Wejghmg fai at approaq ma tely 25st WHfiant Ferry made his 
acquaintance with a couple of archetypal London tourist 
icons yesterday , as the man better known as The 
Refrigerator" .started his new job . with the London 


Mon a rchal The World League of American Football team 
have signed him partly to play; partly to head their 
marketing campaign for their season that starts next 
month. Perry; 33, who scored a touchdown in the 1986 


Super Bowl with the Chicago Bears in his first NFL 
season, said he is ready for the challenge. Tve still got a 
good three or four years left in me and I wanted to do 
something different," he said. Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Super Leaguers set to lift ban 


Rqgby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD ;. 

In' the- first real sigi of com- 
promise for months. Super 
League players in Australia 
have offered to lift their boycott 
on iplaying in the Australian 
Rugby League’s competition 
in time to start the season there 
this weekend. 

The condition the 311 players 
have set is that they should be 
allowed to organise their own 
international series - between 
New South Wales, Queensland 
and New Zealand - open only 
to. Super League players. 

They are also insisting that 
the two new clubs formed for 
Super League - the Adelaide 


England trio’s crucial games 

® ow * s - . makes this one a crunch 

match," Bell said; 

England's pairs also started 
well, with Tbny All cock and 
/Andy Thomson coasting to a 25-9 
win over BraztL They loo Jace a 
double challenge, meeting 
Botswana and Singapore today. 

Scotland, the defending pairs 
champions,', snatched a narrow 
victory in their opening match 
when Richard Corse and Alex 
Marshall sraiendeied a 20-S lead 
to South Africa's Danny PikeLh 
and NeflBrakeiL However, a fast- 
end single salvaged a 21-20 vic- 
tory for the title holders. 


Brett Morley, David Culler and 
JohH;BeII face two more deci- 
sive matches in the .eighth World 
Bowls Championships in Ade- 
laide today. The England too 
hauled themselves back from 
' the brink of defeat yesterday to 
snatch a last-end 17-16 win 
over Zimbabwe and now face 
= Hong Kong and Fiji. 

^ ' “The Hong Kong match is a 
■ vital one for us. Wegot out of 
jail a bit yesterday with a nar- 
row win but Hong Kong too 
started with a victory and that 


Durham reach Wembley final 

lee hockey meet in their play-off game at 


Durham Wasps are the first of 
the eight PremierDfvision sides 
lo confirm a Wembley place at 
the end of the month for the 
British: Championship final, 
writes Steve Finder. ^ 

Durham overcame Cardiff 
Devils 3-2 through IGmmo Maki- 
KrfoQa’ssecOTd-period goal and 
then heal Newcastle Warners >0. 

Humberside look Hedy to join 
them from Group B. The two 


FooffcaH • • ' - - 

7.30 unto spitBcf ■ 

raw CUP (HWOTWWAL 9O0HD LEG 
Natm Fanm (i) v Bijpm Maridi (JJ OLB) 

PSV OndboMfi <2j V £2) — 

Rocw |fl} V SMta PnpM (2} — 

EWvttttftp. 


Humberside on. Saturday. 

Group A has Sheffield Sleep- 
ers one point ahead of 
Nottingham Panthers and Bas- 
ingstoke Bison. Bison beat both 
Sheffield and Fife. Flyers, but 
lost to Panthers 6-3. If the two 
teams tie on points, progression 
to Wembley wall be derided on 
games played between the two. 
Panthers are one game ahead, 
.having already drawn against 
Basingstoke. 


Rams and the Hunter Vhlley 
Mariners - should be incorpo- 
rated in the ARLs Optus Cup. 
- The- European,- 5 ..=Super 
League’schief esecutiveijfMiau- 
. rice Lindsay, who is hr Australia 
to try to fold a way out of the 
impasse, says the compromise 
could also save the proposed 
World Club Giampionship and 
Great Britain tour at the end of 
this season. 

“The proposal provides a 
reasonable deal for everyone," 
he said. “It would, in fact, be 
a small victory for all parties 
concerned.” 

The players, who have in- 
sisted all along that they would 
nor play for the ARL, are cer- 
tainty changing their ground. 

“A lot of players have made 


Reading on 
attack over 
cup final date 

Hockey 

Reading took advantage of yes- 
terday's draw for the HA Cup 
semi-finals to express dismay 
that the final will be held when 
their Great Britain players are 
at a tournament in Malaysia, 
writes BfllCoiwilL 

The final will be held on 12 
May, and Richard Wyatt, the 
Reading manager, voiced the 
feelings of all four dubs when he 
said: “I am dismayed. After all, 
for the winners European com- 
petition is at stake and no club 
should be asked to play short." 

Stephen Barlow, the HA 
competitions organiser, said: 
“It is extremely regrettable, but 
in Olympic year it is very diffi- 
cult to fit everything in and the 
invitation to Malaysia was ac- 
cepted long after die cup final 
date had been derided. Wc will 
naturally listen to any protest 
from the clubs and to any al- 
ternative suggestions." 

HA CUP Santf-Hnate TedcSngton v Reading 
Old Loudnonfanfi y East Omwead. (Ties lo 
be played atMton Keynes on 28 Acrtn. 

HA TROPHY Semi-final; Norwich Cfly v 
Cowenny & North WaraSdcWea Herts* York 
Trojans. (lia a twptejed 31 m WftJ. 


very hard decisions on this and 
ifsyery hard for us to come and 
swaflbw our- pride,” said the fbr- c 
mer Test centre#Gtefe[ J<dms,:a: 
spokesman for the Super 
League players. 

' The problem is that the ARL 
might find some of the players’ 
suggestions equally hard to 
swallow. The ARLs chairman, 
Ken Arthurson, said that the 
proposal would be discussed to- 
day by representatives of the 12 
dubs that have remained loyal 
to the ruling body during the 
bitter feud. 

The Leeds forward, Adrian 
Morley, who wfll play in this Sat- 
urday’s Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
semi-final against Bradford, 
has signed a new four-year con- 
tract with the club. 


Open-door policy criticised 


Basketball 


DUNCAN HOOPER 

The Budweiser League will 
throw open its doors lo foreign 
players next season, scrapping 
tbe current limit of two imports 
per club. Next season, when the 
salary cap will be increased by 
35 per cent, dubs will be re- 
quired to have only five British 
players on their roster, allowing 
for five foreigners. This inter- 
im step heralds further relax- 
ation in the number of 
foreigners set to play in Britain. 

Behind yesterday's statement 
that “we will be creating an even 
more exciting product with 
more top-quality overseas tal- 
ent on display,” the League's 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

WHngJuwa who cracked the wnrtd 3£00 
and 10.000 mews records m 1333. has 
changed her mind about retiring and e 
training forthe Aoanta Olympics, China's 
official Hainan Daily reported. 

Badminton 

The England team manager, Ciro 
CimgBo. wants the sport's Olympic 
qualifying process completely over- 
hauled. He has been disturbed by the 
number of players wthdrawng from tour- 
naments at snort notice as the 31 March 
Olympic qualifying deadline looms. De- 
feats in tournaments could damage a 
player's Chances o f being selected. 

Basketball 

Dennis Rodman, the Chicago 8uUs for- 
wan3 is likely to be suspended when the 
NBA deodes the punshment for his be- 
haviour dunng Saturday's game at 
New Jersey that included head- bum ng 
a referee. 

NBA: Chanane 103 Phaemx 102: Detroit 91 
Denver 81; Cleveland 115 Sacramento 84; 
Indiana 105 Toronto 96; WtmasatB 90 Van- 
couver 85: Boston 107 New Jersey 106 idou- 
Ue art): Portend 112 Date 8ft LA LBhera 
97 Ortsndo 98. 

Bowls 

WORLD CHAMHONSMPS (AdMaiila) Peire. 
First round: Sactton A: Aigprana M Nameia 
38-18: Israel ta Malawi 33-5: Nor*os> taend bt 
Western Samoa 32-14: Scotland t* South Afnca 
21-30. Section D: Auaoabi bt Botswana 22 
18; Engand bt Brad 25-9: Rjl bt Guemsay 24- 
16: Sinapare bt Zamtxs 19-17. Triples. Rret 
round: Section A: AurJrafca bt Israel 15-12; 
Guernsey K Kenya 20-11: US bt Singapore 26- 
19. Section B: Argenor.0 b( Cow- Islands 27- 
14; Ireland bt Malays 21-11; Soutfi Africa M 
SWfflfend 25-12: Wfe£ be Thaiwd 44-7. Sec- 
tion C: Canada bt Botwena 27-12: Seodand 
lx Jersey 1S-13: Jamba M western Samoa IS 
14. Section Dr Ersfand bt Zimbabwe 17-16: 
F« lx Pboub New Gunea 2fr6: Hong Kong bt 
Norfolk bland 18-33 New Zealand tt Malawi 
35-7. 


BRITISH WOWNTS HDOOft CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Uansffi] Singles, semi- d uals: Enganti iB 
Brown' u Wales (B Morgan) 21-13: Scotland 
(J UnoonKj K Ireland iG Law) 21-11. Singles 
final: Unoores « Brown 21-10. Pairs, sncai- 
finals: Wales IC Mw^n and J Danes* bt Ire- 
land iM j Campbell and N Montgomery) 16-15: 
En^and a Wooffley and M Pncei n Jofflano 
(M iSnbr ana D Barmerman) 23-15. Final: £ng- 
tend tx WUes 25- 17. Irfpte, senMiwiK Wales 
rt. Ewans) bt Ireland fW M*a<j 21- U. ScoUana 
(E MeGarwi bt England (B Trafforti 19-6. H- 
nab Scotland br Wales 21-8. Fours, word-fi- 
nals: England IW Adams) br Scotland iR 
Canawnl 19-15. Wales IR Jones' buretane >N 
AIW 306. fim* USUes a Engano 19-16 la- 
ter earn end). 


Cycling 

TIRRENO-ADRIATICO RACE Sirth Stage: 
(IftSon, ttam Tuoto aul TtHhmmo 10 Aroon- 
doMI III unless stared): 1 M Banoli 4nr 46mm 
42see; 2 R Sorensen (Deni +34«e: 3 L Getfi 
VL OveralT standings; 1 F Casa&anoe 26 rr 
56mm 48sec 2 A Gomcbentor lUMi +23ses; 
3 G Pteeffmda +29. 

Football 

UNDBUS SQUADS (fcr European tWUi Tour- 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


THRO DIVISION 
Boy vHsvted. 
CtMsServ W|0 hu. 


FACMUNQ PREBSERSHP 
Aston nbv MUdtelbrangh (7^5)- 
ENOStOGH LEASDC •’ 

*rasr DwisKSB ■ 

",^*rrwlpy » H uM araa w d 

Crystal Pataca v Luton (T^W) 

tewteftv DMMm |7.4 a-i- 

taUMrSoattrandlTAS) ; 

SBCOfto DIVISION 

Bradtort V NCOS Cotsay (7^5) __ 

MMi'Mkli (7.48) — . 

°tet nri to«T Wrimw— 

ivtantoy. 


riiiiiiiwini ¥ ruaiaaiiigwr ir*T — - 

Laytod Orient » ScartWOUgn (7A% 

Lincoln v Barnet (T.4&) 

Horthwnpton v Hartlepool (7.45) — 

Bochdato v Toma 


GM VAUKHALL CONFERENCE 
FornttfroUgh v PowerPC _ 
Statybrfdgn v RnaM (TAS) , 
Woklnfi v Slough f7.45) . 


SPAUHNG CHAUENC6 COP 
qganWAI. FRIST LEfi 
BMmgrwa v KeUmtog (7-45) 

SHghpmty HaeetoslWd (7^45) 


flstort w *9nMofi 
^cwibigy r Pct arbui o ng t - 
.^Mkpoftw Brtaol aty ____ 


UEFA UNDBWB 

Scntfand uaSvEnfltondin8{7.A5) 
UMBOND LEAQIJE Pntsntor Kvfslon: Chor- 

'iau>j FntdJev: 6amsbortu^' v 5r | i By; Kn cwsley 

KSSmStenier. MeaockvWmonAaw. 

BEA2ER HOMES LHAfiUE PlBOdw ttwaion 
D^jtMtarvSuitWTn ( 

ilaoucesrer.FraiesowenvRt^rKiensr'ncnos 


t?.4S« flkesron Th v Atoeotone. Mtftand ». 
wtsaoit: Bndjriorth 1am v Samuil Borough; 
HhcMey Tawi v Leceaer United: SuOon CaW- 
fWd vTararorth. Southern DMaion: EntJi 4 
BdvedorevUfeynxuth Witney Team vTonbnage 
AngBfc- 

lets UnaCPramteOMBlon: BomberoWbod 
v ErrfieU: Brorntey vChenssy Town (7.45); Csr- 
sbason v Betup's Stortlbrd (7 j* 5): Duiwdi v 
H^as; St Atosis u Kiqgsanai (7.4S); Wteton 
& Horsham v Motesey (7.45). FM DMsIok 
B erttiamsaJ Toahy Baongaoka lawxHcy- 
tridiaSwto'iAldfaahaTiMi^saaBmlDM- 

afeKBocfMToMvWfcenhoeToxmitttciinef 

TownvHsrei Hermeteed: leaftwhoadyDotk. 
mg; Motropofitan Potae * Hampuvc Tibury v 
Saffron Walden Toarc Wbre v Beratead Wh- 
ine. IfiMl DMaio# East Tfuroch United v 
Leua^Epsom&B^vWBWw&EWroHare- 
fMdUntadvCla non: louden TcMmvAMMy: 
Souhon v CambBrtey Tom; Wasldsuma v h«t- 
fbnlTowi- 

INTGRUNK. EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE; 

BBncMvBialHnat;CiwetmnvWMtMktank 
PoBCKOUrurytiruadvBoldmereSiMleharfb; 
Perahoro Town « SsnoweB Boraug)t; ft&hatf 
Otympc v Boienall -SwtfK; Shepshed Dynamo 
vtASIenhalToon.- 


NORTH WEST COUNTES LEAGUE Rret CH- 
viEkM: Buscndh v N^vcasfle Town EWtrrood 
Hanley « Skslmeisdaie United Flaton v Kufc- 
groue AtWedc Sedbid Cay * Bootle. 
NORTHSWCOWmES EAST Ua0» Premier 
DMe^AnrlhoioaVlialteevHstSeklManBngg 
Town v Ossetl Town. 

W1NSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE First Dndfitaa: 
Rgkestoi&bMtiavRaTtsgiBieTiintncigeWelK 
wFumesa. 

UNUET SUSSEX LEAGUE First Division; 
CKMOorough Atfi V HaBham Town; 
vWcfc- 

JCTSORLEAGIE Premier DWtJotcFahenhan 
To«n v HaBted Town: Skwmaitei Town v Dos 
TowniUtotton Utd vComad Utd; Wcbecfi Town 
» Great Yemvuih Town; WoodbAdge Town vFe- 
tatoi'je Town; Wrantum vKaicmi Rovers. 
GREAT IIUS LEAGUE Premier DhtoMc 
Bnsol Manor Farm v Odd Oown Athlete Back- 
W8# Uratfed v Came Team; Wteahury LWed v 
Fagtofi taws. 

HEREWARD SPORTS UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE premier DMdon: EyrcsbutyvSiBm- 
terd: Hotoeacn v Boston; S & L coity v Mrrtees 
Btoch5»na: Vltooaon v No ri hwnpion Spaocar 
LaagM Cup Seml-linBb Srtsfofd v Coeenhoc 


mouth). 

U). WaDworh (Manchester Ui. Fanfinand (West 
Kami. Jaduon (Uaosi. Crane (Anenari, Bar- 
nett tNewxcdej. Shepbenl lleedsl. C l em a n ca 
(Teoertianii. Piper (Wmbledoni, Caafidy (Lm- 
erpooO. Bridges (5undeflantfi, Hat lw y (leces- 
ter). Branch lEuertoni. Dam iCourntryi. 
SCOTLAND: Anthony iCeincl. Archer iNM- 
RvesO. Suit* IMImamodij. Craig (Ab- 
ertegn;. Ferguson fRangersi. Kafly 'Cettci. 
McBrfda (Come). UcCtehay (Si Johnsonm. 
McComScMe iCetbcl. McCuDoch (Mother 
web), Mdflwui (OUnam). McShana (Rangers i. 
MaKmtfh iHeansj. PoModi lS( Mnrew. Scrim- 
gonr (Si Mrrenj. IM e ta f oni (Si Joftnstonei. 


Golf 

BAV Ml. KVI1A3ICHAL TOURNAMENT (Ortando, 
Fte) Uacfing total aeons (US utfiess stated): 
37G PGoydOs67 74 67 S7. 278 J Meggerr 7T 
Kl 70 69. 277 T Putarr 69 70 69 69. 279 C 
tarn £9 70 72 58: R Gxm: 74 57 69 6ft M 
C*»whia 70 74 66 69: B Oasson 71 TO 68 

70iMOWMa67 72 69 7L 290 T Uhman 

69 7568 68: G Day 67 71 72 7ft S Jones® 

70 70 "1:L Nelson 71 7067 72. 281 BLanger 


LEAGUE OF WALES: BenSJrDr/vfbromadce 
ConnaTi't Duay V Rnyf; LJansartfrad r Bnmn Fef- 
lytftOl. 

IRISH LEAGUE COCA-COLA aOOOUT CUP fi- 
iot Otowfle « Caenoan (Wbvlspr ParK, Benaoi. 
TOHT1NB LEAGUE RnLDMctoo: DeftyiUai 
Utd i7.0l; SheC wed 1 Everton i7.0i; Rother- 
ham FO: Tranmem v BCtar ( 7.0y. Saeend D*- 
vtston: Covenrr.- m HuJ (7.01; Gnmsby v Asron 
VUte (7.0) 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Feat Divt- 
sion: OR? vtatsmoum vLOl (Lotos Road); WW 
HamvtAilwal i7.0) 

Rugby Union 

CUJ* MAICMS: Bam v Army f7,l5i Lyanw v 
Gtaucaster rr.OCfi Maesseg v Abertitory (7 .001 
Mountain Ash v Abertwon 1 7.(01 N m t litt i iac n 


chief executive, Mike Smith, is 
plainly aware of the minefield 
Ibey have decided to cross. 

Few quality Americans or Eu- 
ropeans will be attracted by ihe 
salary-capped English game, 
and some dubs will fold it 
cheaper to import the likes of 
Hungarians, Czechs and Lat- 
vians, rather than nurture their 
own development programmes. 

“Some clubs may go for the 
short-term quick fix % loading 
with foreigners," Smith said. 
“We know there is a danger of 
that. When the dubs started to 
discuss this move none of us 
were happy that we can no 
longer safeguard the places of 
English players at English dubs. 
We recognise a number of our 
best players will move abroad 


iGerf 73 69 73 66: V' Smgp [Fipi 73 7165 72: 
M McCumber 71 70 72 68; R Mediate 71 72 
70 66: S Smeter 73 69 71 68: S Lom*y 70 75 
68 66; D Matin 71 73 69 68: h Tnplett 73 72 

67 69; D Low 69 72 58 71“ G Boros 73 67 66 
75: P BW* 71 66 63 75. Sotecfwfc 2S2 N Fal- 
do |GBi 72 68 69 73: S Eltegton (Aiftl 71 71 

68 72. 284 R ABenby 1A1S1 74 71 70 89. 285 
N Price iZimj 73 73 71 69. 287 E Ps rSAj 73 
70 71 7ft 288 F Atom ISA) 74 6S 72 73. 290 
G Wale |TC1 76 68 72 74. 

SONY WORLD RANKINGS: 1 G Nonpar) (Aus) 
13. 70 ub av 2 C Morusomene (GBi 9.72; 3 N 
Put* (Zimj &.6ft 4 E Els ISA) 9.24; 5 B Un«f r 
I Cart ft85: 6 C Pann tUS) &BJ. 7 N Fate IGBI 
724; 8 T Lehman (USI 7.13: 9 M Onto (Japan) 
7.00: 10 S EBanson lAusI 6.90; 11 F Couples 
IUS1 ft57: 12 J M CteSibahSw 6.00; 33 P Ucf ■ 
efcon (USI 5.74; 14 L Robens HUS) 5.73; IS 
V Srf.0i (Rift 5.64: 16 D Love III (US) ?-58: 17 
L Janasn (USi £L52; 18 M McCunOer (USI 533: 
IS S HoehCUS) 5.17 : 20 S Twranoe |GBI 5.08. 
Other t« 27 MAwKnam 4. 16: 42 B Lwe 33ft 
88 M James 2.4ft 69 D Gfltoid 2.47; 73 H Oath 
237; 99 D Oarte L77. 

SYTettefi's Ltselone Neumann took ad- 
vantage of a spectacular slump by 
Damefle Ammaccapane ro win the 
PffTg-Welch Championship in Tucson. Ari- 
zona. Neumann started the final round 
four shots behind Ammaccapane, but 
fired a four-under- par 68 to beat Cathy 
Johnston- Forties by one stroke with 3 
total of 276. 

TOSHIBA SENIORS CLASSIC (Newport Beach, 
Ceflf) (Mdtaf final ecoree (US unlem Mated): 

201 J Cotxr 68 66 6ft =03 B Eastwood 7 166 
C4. 209 M hwri 72 67 66. 207 J iwltr 70 69 
6ft L Trnwio 68 TO 6ft. 208 C Pee® 70 70 68: 
Selected: 213 T tacUn 1661 72 72- 69 


and that there isn't going to be 
a return flow of the best play- 
ers from other countries.” 

The England team coach, 
Laszlo Nemeth, said: “It is sad 
news. It definitely cannot help 
English players or the national 
team." He would prefer to boost 
the starus of domestic players, 
rather than attract foreigners. 

Basketball's international 
federation, Fiba. is to all cm' free- 
dom of movement between EU 
countries, but Smith said: "We 
believe Fiba will be forced lo go 
totally open all over Europe, 
and that's 50 countries." 

But next season, any league 
club with up to five foreigners 
will have to abide by the exist- 
ing Fiba “two foreigner" rule in 
European club competitions. 


WORLD FIGURE SKATING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Edroamon, ABMb): Mao's quaHjiMg round 

AilRGafnda(USl LO: 2 P Hofewdei (USi 2.0: 
3 Zhengon Guo (Chi) 3.0: 6 N Wteon iGBl 6.0. 

Mea'aqnBtyiv round ft IT Heron iJapi LO: 

2 S Biraen (Can 2.cr 3 M Tyttesen iDen) 3.0. 

Motor racing 

Fort ner grand pat driver Marti Blundell 
suffered only a broken toe after a spec- 
tacular ISOmph crash against the 
perimeter wall in the Rio de Janeiro ln- 
dyCar race, won by Brazilian Andre 
Rlbeira from the American Al U riser jnr. 


Ice hockey 

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP HAY-OFFS: Group A: 
Bwgsaoiie 5 Fft 3, StefteM 8 Notuntfam 0. 
Group &Durtern3 Cartrti PremotknTtol*- 
gation ptw-ofts; Group A: BtKSJJum 8 Mflipn 
rmes i dftDfcro 6 BrvKnEd 3 Grom a STugi 
2 Msncnesrer 7. &wndon 11 Cuntnes 9. 

lee skating 

Britain's Neil Wilson secured a place in 
tomorrow's short programme in the 
World Figure Stacng Chanotonships at 
Alberta. Edmonton, finishing suth in h& 
quafifying eroup. 


Rugby League 

The majority shareholder at Workington 
Town. Tom Mitchel), sa>-s drat the club's 
financial problems are close to solution 
and that they will be able to start their 
Super League season on 31 March. 

Sailing 

Plans are being developed to mone the 
headquarters of the International Yacht 
Rad ng Union, the spar's wrid g^wmng 
body, from its recently acquired build- 
ingm Waterloo, London, to new premis- 
es in Southampton or Bn^iton, where 
others like the Offshore Racing Coun- 
and the windsurfing organisation could 
also be housed. 

Sumo 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Owafca. ntnUl 

day of IS): Ganyu '4-51 ft SWusftma I4-Ei: nj. 
sugAiii r5-4i m Terao (5-4:; Harrvanosrnmo iS- 
41 ft DaiS^Ttw '5-4i:WahasiMv& i5-Ji ft 
kaaoeppu i4^i; ruiraujl^ t5-c> « i^rshjrra (2- 
7): TtWinoMKB 14-5) ft Asarosro K to: ko- 
Mnvwne (6-3i ea WMcwre i4-5i: Koneftfo 15-4? 
ft Matwjmi i3-6l: D*3h< (3-6i m Tjmi*sB«a 
i4-5i: WAflttwat* 18-I1 ft Knaaowtoki 16-3;; 
MuugsJic r3^j BiAsanowata (2-7): iMudomn 
14-5) ft Narmonana (4-51: rUunownnw |4-5i ot 
0®«jrjrd iO-S); Ao§i>anna [3-7| ft Toytrnjm 
14-5], Takflioraj 16-3) m AgayyutsiQ i4-5i: Ka- 

njfitsTnfj 1 7 — i u: Osns/uu (3 71: Uuvjvmem i&- 

3) 017^*13-6); Micorarm (7 -2i oi tauriftiarra 
(7-3*: mononano (7-2) K too fS4'.; Taatearu 
Id-li oneonximi (2-r*. Jwyo Omsk*?: Ontario 
(5-4i Pi vjirato |4-5 k Bk4 (7-2) u Kvokaiamo 


v RAF Perurth v Ciosa Keys (7.00). 

WRU MIDWEEK COWBTnON Semi-fi- 
nals: Dunjam v Cawprtfc/ i7.0i. 

Other Sports 

BASKSBAiX: Budwetter Leeaue: Chester 
Jets v London Towers (B.0) 

BOWLS: British Women's Champtonslups 
(UaneSH- 


Snow reports 
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AUSTRIA 

Conditions 

(Lower) 

ContMons 
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Area 
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snow 

Weather Forecast 

BBtfflWtffin 
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100% 

17.3 

ctoud>- 

variable 

Uadesbno... 

..mined 

petef PWdr 

lttw 

3j.3 

variable posssnow 

SWITZERLAND 
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fwwiwy 

80% 

17.3 

trloufl crwrigeat*- 

Moslem narri 

NORTH AMERICA 

powd«y 

100% 

12J 

light ftouri 
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100% 
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chance 


Duncan Ferguson wasyesicrtiov 
given the chance lo prove he is 
the man to lead Scotland's chal- 
lenge for Euro 96 when Craig 
Brown named him in u 25-man 
Mjuad for next Wednesday's 
friendly international against 
Australia at Hampden Park. 

However, the Everton sink- 
er must first prove his fitness 
and yesterday he saw a specialist 
to see if he needs a third her- 
nia operation in the .space of 
year. Ferguson and his elub 
manager. Joe Royle. will go 
through the doctor’s report and 
advice lodjy. 

“We would like Duncan lo 
Marl the game against Australia 
next week." Brown said- “There 
has been talk of him having an 
operation this summer, in which 
circumstance he would clearly 
be no use to us.” 

Brown had assembled 32 
players for a gei-logelher a 
fortnight ago. bui now. js 
preparations for Euro 96 begin 
in earnest, nine players haw 
been jettisoned. 

■‘The ones left out have n> >t 
been bombed out," Brown said. 
“But this squad is a clear indi- 
cation of mv thoughts for Eun • 
96 r 

The nine players dropping 
out. apart from the injured 
Stewart McKimmie of Ab- 
erdeen are: Gordon Durie 
(Rangers). Bryan Gunn (Nor- 
wich ). John McG inlay ( & ilton 1 , 
Brian Martin ( Motherwell i. 
Phil O'Donnell (Celtic), Brian 
O'Neil (Celtic). John Robertson 
(Hearts) and Duncan Shearer 
(Aberdeen). 

If Ferguson, 24. is fit. he will 
win his sixth can next week, 
while his former Rangers team- 
mate. Ally McCoisi, could en- 
ter the ' Scottish Football 
Association's “Hall of Fame” if 
he receives his 50th cap. 

“It will be a hard game for us 
and 1 would say if we lost, that 
would be a blow in the prepa- 
rations." Brown said. 

SCOTLAND SQUAD (v Australia, Hamp- 
den Park, Wednesday 27 March): Booth 
[Abodeem. Boyd (CeltA). Burley (Cheiseai. 
Caiderwoad iTatrenharm. Coffins 'Celtic ■, 
Ferguson (Eienoni. Gataeher (Btactauni. 
Gemma (Moron Rxest'. Goran iRanger-i, 
Hendry (BMckburii). Jackson iHibsi. Jess 
(Cowermyi. Leighton iHibsi. McAllister 
(Leeds). McCall iRangersi. McCoist 
(Rangers). TMcKinlay (CeTOti. W McKIn- 
tay iBlacUjum). McLaren (RangeiS), Mc- 
Stay iCettici. Nevtn iTranmerei. Spencer 
iCheiseai. Walker i Pa rnO-j. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

58 


The position Tim Henman 
now occupies in the world ten- 
nis rankings. The 2l-year-old 
from Oxford is only 13 places 
behind the Canadian-bom 
Greg Rusedski, who. at No 45, 
is Bntain’s highest- ranked 
player. 


17- 21: ftft&ou w Caih (3-6i: hyOt-in^^-ri 

18- 11 ft VMakaroyama Tntuisunww i4-5i m 

SynsMciQ i2-n. 


Tennis 

NEWSWEEK CHAMPIONS CUP MEN'S TOUR- 
NAMENT (kvian Weis, CeW Fbut M Crong tU5i 
ft P HaiTxic T-S (-1 6-1. 

COPCMiAGEN Mura OPEN Iro* C Jv w«- 

iFi'i ft KCartsen iDen> 6-2 7-6. 

STATE FARM EVERT CUP (Indian Wefts, Cjfift 
FinNt £ GOT |G«I ft C Marline: iSpi 7-6 7-6. 


Car insurance 
over £300? 

Call Admiral now 

0800 600 800 



"^DEPENBENT 



Be the first in the know 

to find the best snow! 

^-0891 333 110 

Accurate, up- 10 -ddlv snov. amj \\oalhi?r 
repfidS IriKTi over rr«K15 in Europe 
and Nonh Amenta by plrnr*.- or |*». 
(For i lax rvpTn please uv j pluw 
anjdied 10 your ia- machine:. 


FRANCE : i : AUSTRIA 

Vitaly 

SPAIN & ANDORRA - 
BULGARIA & ROMANIA ' 
A NORTH AMERICA ' > 

. * SWITZERLAND ' . 

- SCOTLAND v '> ; 


CAbvrdafifdilTfivninchNaraR 
and np/mi. al all oihn limn 


Fora SaJv syiwfMs of conditio ro call. 

SKIFAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 

CUh.ftiWs UnUxmdLlSWnto 
andontul optoStniuoto 
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The success story of ttexha/itfforis^’v^^^ 

moderate f but a well balanced back row and gifted haifr^acksca^take you a ■: 

Mark Evans, the Saracens coach; gives_ a critics# Joyferyi^Ar ; 


Clark rejects 
England 

speculation 


FootbaH 


Frank Clark believes almost 
every manager in the Premiership 
is in’ the frame for the England 
manager's job, but that has not 
slopped the bookmakers William 
Hill closing their book on who 
will succeed Terry Venables. 

Their decision followed the 
Nottingham Forest manager's 
dismissal of reports that he is to 
work alongside Venables for 
Euro 96 before taking over. 

“Clearly moves are afoot to 
approach certain potential man- 
agers and the Football Associ- 
ation must have a hit list of 
people they wish to sound out," 
Hill's spokesman. Graham 
Sharpe, said. 

“We have no idea who they 
may be but would not be sur- 
prised if plenty of other people 
do. which would make it finan- 
cial suicide for us to continue 
to bet." 

Clark, whose team face Bay- 
era Munich in the Uefa Cup 
tonight, had been heavily 
backed recently with his odds 
being cut from 10-1 to 4-1 third 
favourite. The Leeds manager, 
Howard Wilkinson, was the 
7-4 favourite and Tottenham’s 
Gerry Francis the next best at 
2-1 when the book was closed. 

“Speculation is inevitable be- 
cause almost every' Premier 
League manager could be put 
in the frame.” Clark said. “But 
to say England are about to ap- 
point me is going too far. I 
haven't had any contact with the 
Football Association, either of- 
ficially or unofficially." 


Gary Speed’s hopes of ap- 
pearing in Sunday's Coca-Cola 
Cup final at Wembley still hang 
in the balance after visiting a 
specialist today. The Leeds 
midfielder suffered a fractured 
cheekbone in an FA Cup tie 
with Port Vale last month and 
was originally expected to be out 
around three months. 

But Speed is desperately 
keen to play in the final against 
Aston Villa and his manager 
Wilkinson has to decide 
whether to risk the Welsh in- 
ternational. After the doctor’s 
verdict yesterday, Wilkinson 
said: “All I can say at this stage 
is that 1 can't rule Gary out." 

Wilkinson decided not to 
chance him in Sunday’s 2-2 
draw with Everton, although his 
gifted midfielder could have a 
short-term solution by wearing 
a protective mask, similar to the 
one worn effectively by Paul 
Gascoigne. 

And his experience could be 
a key factor in the club’s bid to 
secure a place in Europe for the 
second successive season. 

Leeds have a busy week in 
the run-up to Wembley and face 
Liverpool at Anfield tomor- 
row in an FA Cup quarter-final 
replay. 

However, if Speed is to have 
a nm-out before the final, it is 
more likely to come the fol- 
lowing day when the reserves 
travel to Stoke in the Pontins 
League. Speed was one of a 
number of regulars missing in 
(he match against Everton, 
mainly through injury' and sus- 
pension as Leeds fielded five 
players aged 21 or under. 


Herzog brands Bayern 
as 'vain superstars’ 


Bayern Munich were branded 
“vain superstars" by one of 
their own players on the eve of 
their second-leg Uefa Cup tie 
at Nottingham Forest, writes 
Alan Nixon. 

Bayern’s Austrian midfield- 
er. Andy Herzog, who is cur- 
rently seeking a transfer, said: 
“This team is a bunch of vain 
superstars. Nobody wants to do 
the dirty work during the 
games. If anybody dares to do 
different, it is looked on as a sign 
of weakness." 


Herzog blames the Bayern 
coach, Otto Rehbagel, for fail- 
ing to control the players. “He 
is too nice a man. Bayern need 
a dictator, not a trainer." 

More upset for Bayem yes- 
terday came when Lothar 
Matthaus was dropped from the 
Germany squad for the 27 
March game against Denmark, 
raising doubts whether the for- 
mer German captain will be 
called up for the European 
Championship this summer. 

Glenn Moore, page 23 


Their influential captain, 
Gary McAllister, will definite- 
ly face Liverpool after being or- 
dered to rest by his manager 
while the injured pair. Tony 
Yeboah and Tony Dorigo, could 
also return. 

The central defender David 
Welherail will again be miss ing 
as he completes his two- match 
ban as Leeds aim to take a step 
closer to another Wembley ap- 
pearance. 

Bolton yesterday agreed 
terms with Aston Villa to sign 
the former England Under-21 
defender Bryan Small, who will 
sign on a free transfer subject 
to a routine medicaL 

The Bolton manager, Col- 
in Todd, who has been search- 
ing for several months to find 
a left-sided defender, said: 
“Several clubs were in the 
hunt for Bryan, including Not- 
tingham Forest, and we are de- 
lighted he has agreed to come 
here." 

Small will go straight into 
Bolton's squad for tomorrow 
night's Premiership home 
match with Tottenham Hot- 
spur when a win would lift the 
Bumden Park side off bottom 
place for the first time in four 
months. 

The French coach, Aimd 
Jacquet, continued to omit his 
English exiles Eric Cantona 
and David Ginola when he 
named a squad of 16 to play Bel- 
gium in a warm-up match for 
Euro 96 on 27 March. The pair 
were left out even though two 
key midfielders, Youri Djorka- 
eff and Vincent Guerin, are in- 
jured. The Paris St-Germain 
defender Alain Roche, who 
has missed most of the season 
with a serious knee injury, has 
been recalled. 

General Anghel Iordan es- 
cu, coach of European Cham- 
pionship finalists Romania, 
resigned yesterday, saying his al- 
legations of match rigging in lo- 
cal championships had been 
ignored. 

“I want to give up training the 
national team because 1 have re- 
peatedly warned about match 
rigging, and measures to redress 
[that situation] have been de- 
layed," Jordan escu said. 

Romania will compete 
alongside Spain. Bulgaria and 
France in Euro 96 Group B. 
which is based in Newcastle and 
Leeds. 
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ACROSS 

I Depan humorously as in- 
sect's let nut and away 

1 6.3) 

6 One who comes out about 
lying? (4> 

10 Bend box accommodating 
old women (2-5) 

II CIA has penury imposed 
because of money (4) 

12 Blunder traps Irish animal 
(71 

13 Moral quibble which has 
little gravity (7) 

14 Intimate his changes after 
taking a new drug (13) 

17 Sue. junior, sins grievous- 
1\. revealing a harmful na- 
ture (13.1 


21 Young reporter catches 
one VIP over description 
of plague (7) 

22 Convict in hat is working 
the fields (7) 

24 Show there’s no blame for 
old copper damaging plate 
(9) 

25 One adhesive said to be 
suitable for home use? (5 ) 

26 Time to beg for work (4) 

27 Pleased to be put back in 
the dark? (9) 

DOWN 

1 British hooligan gets 
American carriage (8) 


Monthly's Solution 


EJUULUUL4WQ DHHEIL1IM 
ri ii m n u u □ 
□□□□ODES BII0HDJH 
a PI 13 H DOB 
EBBED HSHnnCTHOE 
□ B El B □ 0 m 
QBQBflQDQEClBBE 
a □ n e b u 
EiDiaonaBuncaHQHii) 
a h 0 pi b on 

□IMIBH2JBE30 CS0HC1E 
Q B B n II U RI 
□EHUGIPB QDOhltdUhJH 
ii m u s ta h n 
□morass noaooiziBB 


2 Honour accepted by 
Queen which shows a bit 
of warmth (5) 

5 In which the fittest will 
survive as a rule, being 
wild ( 5J2-3.6) 

4 Harry has work on paper? 
1 7) 

5 This could be florid if such 
a novel (7) 

7 Make charge about 
woman holding power to 
desecrate (9) 

8 It helps one relax for the 
rest of the 24 hours? (3-3) 

9 Retailing which amounts 
to doing nothing and 
cheating (7.7) 

15 Dogs will need support in 
slow-moving traffic (4-5) 

16 A drug which is out of this 
world? i.S ) 

18 Man’s free to eat fish 0/ 

19 Nothing at breakfast, say? 
This rnfcht do (7j 

20 Protest as outside broad- 
cast requires 100 to be put 
in plane fb) 

23 Assign a charge tor cross- 
ing Jier( 5) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have the anpuen W the first three dues across AND the first three due. down phone IKS] 31 1 0) 7 and 
leave vour answers with vow name address and davfime telephone number by midrezhi [onrjiL Each dr. there is a 
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lected fur a Weekend for two in a Charles Wells Coimuy Hotel. 

Calls cost j'ta per minute dicap rule. 49p per minute all other times . 

Winners wQl re selected at random from all correct entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Pub- 
lishing rules apply . Editor'., derision is final. Winners’ turner, can he obtained by sending ; u» SA£ to - Charles Wells 
Crossword. Unit "A. Bone House, St Peters Road. Maidenhead SLh 7QU 
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Bryan Roy (left) watches his Nottingham Forest team-mate, Alt Inge Haafand, in training for their Uefa Cup match tonight Photograph: Empics- 



Lottery money sought 
to fund future success 
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Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


British athletics is submitting a 
major National Lottery bid this 
week which could transform the 
parlous financial position of 
the sport in this country and un- 
derpin Lhe development of elite 
performers ihrouch to the vear 
2002. 

The bid. which seeks several 
million pounds in fending spread 
over the next slx year?, has been 
| put together by Mike Whiiting- 
ham. the former Olympic 400 
metres hurdler who now coach- 
es athletes such as Roger Black 
and acts as a consultant for the 
British Athletic Federation. 

It seeks to establish a co-or- 
dinated programme of services 
for elite and developing athletes 
which will provide everything 
from medical back-up to fund- 
ing for training breaks and 
competitive opportunities. 

Such an idea has been moot- 
ed in the past, but has foundered 
j on mo main points. The first has 
been a straightforward lack of 
binding -at last Saturday's BAF 
unnuai" meeting, the outgoing 
treasurer. John Lister, an- 
nounced an operating loss of 
£17-1.000 for last year and 
warned of “painful" years ahead. 


The second vexed area has 
been the linking of such services 
with undertakings for elite ath- 
letes to lake part in Britain's ma- 
jor televised meetings, an 
arrangement which was met with 
some suspicion within the sport. 

Whittingham’s proposal was 
developed through discussions 
with the BAF executive chair- 
man. Peter Radford, the direc- 
tor of coaching, Malcolm 
Arnold, the chief medical offi- 
cer. Dr Malcolm Brown, and the 
athletes’ consultative group, 
headed by Black and Geoff 
Parsons. It intends to provide 
sufficient fending for the pro- 
gramme to exist on its own. 

"British athletics can no 
longer rely on ebb and flow of 
the market place," Whittingbam 
said. “In the past it has been a 
Catch- 22 situation - the feder- 
ation has had to look after 
elite performers because they 
bring in TV and commercial 
money, and the cake simply 
wasn't big enough to go round. 

“The idea behind this pro- 
gramme is that becomes sep- 
arate from the commercial 
side. It allows services to stand 
on their own two feet. And if 
athletes can sec that, they wiD 
be only loo willing to build a 
closer partnership with the 
sport." 


Whittingham envisages that 
around 1,000 athletes would 
benefit from the programme 
over a six-year period that en- 
compasses 43 major champi- 
onships, including two Olympic 
Games, it would chime in with 
the philosophy of government 
assistance which has been op- 
erating with increasing success 
in countries such as Portugal, 
Spain and France. 

“Everyone is wondering 
where the next Linford Christie. 
Sally Gunnell or Colin Jackson 
is going to come through," 
WhiLtingham said. “They are 
going to come through from this 
programme." 

The initiative is timed to fit 
in with the widening of Lottery 
funding from capital to revenue 
projects which was announced 
m principle in February. 

Whittingbam attended the 
launch of the Prime Minister's 
sporting initiative. Raising The 
Game, in July and took the op- 
portunity to band John Major 
a synopsis of his plan. 

He has since made presen- 
tations alongside Arnold, to . 
both the Minister for Sport, Iain 
Sproat, and the Shadow Minster 
for Sport Tom Pendrey. 

"We had very positive feed- 
back from both of them." Whit- 
tin gham said. 
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Bruno waits as Tyson marches on 




“1 wanted fill iycompf or my car.; 

1 didn't have a big budget. : 
AA {nsara'seecame npfrumps. 
Result.? 


Boxing 


Frank Bruno was considering 
retirement when he arrived 
buck in London yesterday, us 
the world champion. Mike 
Tyson, coniemplaicd mare rich- 
es and more glory. 

“I'm noi too sure," he said 
when asked whether lie planned 
to retire after losing his World 
Boxing Council title. “HI answer 
that in a couple of weeks' time. 
I'm going to try to spend some 


lime with my family, relax, just 
chill out, and recharge my bat- 
teries.” 

In Las Vegas, however, the 
talk was of unification of the 
belts, with Tyson aiming at the 
World Boxing Association 
champion, Bruce Seldom, at the 
MGM Grand on 13 July, fol- 
lowed by South Africa's In- 
ternational Boxing Federation 
heavyweight champion. Frans 
Botha, who first has to meet for- 
mer champion Michael Moorer. 

Botha, who tested positive for 


steroids after his title victoiy over 
Axel Schulz in December, yes- 
terday threw down the gauntlet, 
declaring: “Tyson’s strong and 
powerful, butfte has no skill. Tm 
the white M uhammad Ali." 

Britain's Lennox Lewis, by 
virtue of Friday’s. New Jersey 
court ruling, is next in line for 
the WBC title, and should find 
himself back at No 1 in the April 
list of rankings, although a re- 
vitalised Oliver McCall is now 
jostling him for pole position to 
take on Tvson. 
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